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Bangladesh Tlmes

/ DEVELOPMENT AND

- BASIC INPU TS

Mure and ‘more develapmg countnes are

takrng cognizance of the scientific flndmgs .

like7 heatthcare
de-

- that without . basic mputs
nutrition, educatmn and accéss: to credlt

. velopment efforts fall far shnrt of the: achteve-

]

_Mment ‘ideals.,

'_ gcvernment

Onn Of the . Most_ important of
these _basic mputs iS pnmary e:lucatmn

n a,recent Iecture sessnun on. devult:prnent
issités.  ‘the  Prime Minlster said . the
would take up extensrve prog-
rammes to. increase the cauntrys literacy rate

- to 60 percent in the next fi ive 'y‘ears At present

. corruption  and oppressmn "can thrive.
g gﬂvemment is fully a,ware of it.- Indeed
universal  primary educatmn IS one. of our
r avowed -

Bangladesh has one of the lowest htera..y
1ates in the world and the ‘other indices to
the quality of hfe-——htgh birth and Infant morta-

ity rates and maternal deaths——all md:cate that
- the basic inputs -are not avaliab!e to the over- R reahstm leve{s ‘with. relevence to the amount
" whelmingly -huge majority.- Poverty's multiple -
.. ills"are compourdecd by Htiteracy which in tumn
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percetuate a socio-economic

deiwery line. :% o - s

—\.—I-_JJ_.-.-—-_ i. =

o -——d —

i

| need of

1
|

..t.—l-—-r""‘!'_'w 1 !

Lo, say we are way behmd that plan With
1UF’E we can hnpefully get back on track to- |
percent goal by 1995, 4
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of .- effort - we dre puttmg IntB it.
‘Over, l‘alfa lakh of the hter?fes
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%Unwertahtatlon of pnmary educatuon

| As:a- F’acrflr Prog ramme Df

(APPEAL) ‘that was . ofﬁcrally

‘among the three majnr components .of - the
Education for All
Iaunched by .

UNESC{J in 1987, APPEAL is dBSIgned to
eradmate illiteracy and create scopes for con-

tmu ing"  education for -

development

UNESCD~recommended reading rate of a person

pe; year in develnpi..g countrles IS 80 pages.

*Excrut Korea and Japan no Asian country has-}

it is only half a page. for
i IMalaysia "which has an umaresswa

TE ,ched this level.

The

75 percent’

’ltte:acy rate and ‘hopés to-' achieve rull hteracy'

+by 1980, With  less than. 30 percent
we - have certa nly a long \Way togc.

.'.:.-

1 *This calls*for an: mtensrflcatmn of tte unwer-

2 '-l

“such persuasive - evidence - of the drrectly

piays in the enhnccn‘ent of life, fall in b:rth
rates and infant and materna) death. spendmg
on education’is stiil Not- seen as-an :nvestment
that -pays * back- high . dmdends |

- We need to apen our eyes tn th:s pnorlty
Ihe nation and - -get

Every year
N our country

deQ enera e because they

mto nego- hterates

soon ‘lose their" literacy ski s in. the absenca
of “any 'SCofe for applucatton ln the rural areas °
Educatmn pianners should gwe full attention '
state principles.. thuugh the good fﬂ*“‘-"t °“'Y to ‘shampening ‘thE* basic skills of |
intentions continue to get -clogged-by recource ! pnmarv .school students. but 3|50 tﬂ GHSUHHQ |
*_constraints _ and ather difficulties. along the ; that thﬂse slulls are used

in everyday -tife,

| Umversal p.lmary educatron was flrst'

' adc:pted asagoal for Asia an cuuntnes in 1960

!t pro;:msed tnat every country shoa!d provide
a system af unwersal CDITI;JUISGW

and free.:

thrgal - prifddry’ EduTHtion ﬁrusi as welfas 1l::&cﬂl re-.
"éburce Mabilizafion 1o’ make Upf rthe rlh-':agre- -
| -budget “allocation. for™ educatron
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pr:mary educatmn w:thm a period of not more

than 20 years, lt would be an understatement

reach at least the 60

literacy

"Even ® after

| bene-'t”
J: ticial role that. educatmn, specially of Women,:
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