- '?-l

wfi 2.8 0EC 1984 ? i

- roer SR
The Bangladesh _Obse__ S e lu

*

o =

- - Commercialisation Of \\ 7{7/
* . ./Education~And More * | _

It is painful to have to say that ‘education looks .
*  commercialised on a scale never known before. Not that
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+ . teaching, his solicitude for the improvement of his pupils,
above all by a brand of idealism handed down to him from
Socrates he was perhaps the most respected person- and
institution in’society. It will not be churlish but painfully
true that all these seem increasingly a thing of the past,
bar of course honourabie exceptions that.only prove the
rule, Pt T _

One tell-tale .instance, among many that go usually .
unnoticed, is concerning the teaching of subjects at - .
school, college or untversity. Private entrepreneurs have
appeared in shoals, so to say, to offer Private “tutorial” -
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+  houses have 3 problem coping with increasing numbers of
| applicants for admission. - - L | o
It happens 10 English medium Kindergartens or

overall education programme in the country; And as-
rather a bizarre phenomenon the Department of English,

Trading in education has taken on other forms as )
well: newspapers have carnied reports® of €xamination
question papers being leaked ar sold, ¢orrupt practices . i
involving selling of degree certificates, bad books being -
selected as text books to the exclusion of good anes by -
schools, teachers devoting more time to private <oaching .|
than to regular work and 50 on. Commercialisation has -

- inked up with politicisation of education to drive the ]ast
, nail into the coffin. No wonder We now have an education,
.. " or education output that is far bélow the mark.
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- Taken at their face valye thesé are pretty unsavoury F

! facts, much to the disadvantage ‘of the feacher. Byt the

1 ' . teacher for his part has a case that is as much worth

weighing in'judgement pronounced on him.
Those days when POVErty'was a teacher’s pride ‘are -
B . Bone. Relative to the price idices or to other jobs for the

| Of successive ‘governments in this ' ;
country while the. present govérnment claims to have.
raised it o an all time high. With inflation 4 g9, and
-consumer price rise at 12% he is very much hard put to i
-keep the wolf from his door (to use Very appropriately a.
worn-out cliche). He has to do something in his line to
- supplement his income and live, - - ' < 3
: Idealism which the teacher of old personified has _ ]
‘been destroyed rot only by poverty but by the neglect of

**  cynicism. This should however be no licence for a teacher”
to deliberately sacrifice principle or idealism to expedien- ]
CY or low monetary or material interests.’ i '
— There certainly are ways by which the problem can to

. enjoy subsidised benefits. The teacher in our view hasg a ’
Strong case for this-kind of specialised treatmemt. In retorn

. the administration can deﬁnd from him devotion to
duty, dedication, hard work and quality education. A
monitoring body can be seq up to keep watch on the

~ activities of a teacher. And that could be dnn’;.fnnly-ﬂ'hen

" you have dope 3. really just urn to him.;;yf - - ;
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