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K. hivo a rich heritage of -
_ education.. Qur heéritage
. i respect of modern edit~
calion goos as far back as any
af tha devéloped countries, 1t
}is perhaps more than an irony
that ip spite of this rich heri~
tage our literacy ‘rate is stag
eringly below 26 per ¢eont.
he Indian sub~-continent, pria-
cipally Hengal introduced ‘mo-
dern education in the 30's ol
‘the lasl century. It was then
a8 much tentative here as it
was 1o Europe. But there . were;
_E:f,n:nmm in their societall
contexts. In Europe, it follo-:
wod the dissolution of (eudal,
systom and the end of Church
authority, Developments in
Burope have taken place asg -
gomplementary to her educax
‘tion, In. the sub-continsnt,
modern education was Introdu-.
cad 1o streogthen the colonial
domination. Western .educa-
tion wae. umnum_u_ ‘when local
crafts and skills were systema-
tically destroyed and‘the region
was reduced to grow only" pri-
mary products and tg depend
on Western industriat products
o meet consumers’ necds. We
wore introdcced to a3 liberal
‘gducation to give our thought
to {reedom, -democracy, - rights
-and social' responsibility, the
'philosophy of reason and seien-
 tific attitudes, when ouc action
- ¢ould be grossly manipulated
» and drastically controlled. Sci-
ences were offered in theory
and technology was carefully
excluded to avoid industriali~
Zation in the colony.
Thie territory which pow
- gonstitutes Bangladesh used (o
be one of the richest part of
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~mercantile period, from 16th

to the 19th ceatury. Its rich-
| Ness was ot founded upon amy
*_ ong specifio natural resource.

The wealth of Bangladesh pro-
- verbially lied in the skills of
pherepenple. Bengal - was fa-
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_ the sub-contineat during the

digsplav.in the Ethoaographic
Musoum is Ieiden. Bengal
was famous for hetr silk. Silk
produced {n Bengal used to be
traded inte China in the east
and Burope to the Wesi, The
famous Indian *banarasi® was

“woven with Bengal silk uantil

gal the particalar wood used:

Nothing is kaow  about this .

1947, when the trade died out
following the partition of India.
The particular alloy Kansha
wa§ produced in Bengal by mi-
xing variable proportions of
copper, brass (which is itself
an alloy of copper and zink)
and tin. The mixtore takes
away the brownness of copper
and the alloy gains rich-golden
colour. Theo¢ goldsmith work
of Bangladesh too has been
famous 1n higtorv. Although
the country does not produce.
any gold, Bangalee . jewallers
were reputed for their highly

- skilled craftsmanship in pro-

ducing intricate designs using
very little quantity of the pre-
cious metal., Baogalee crafts-

" -men had attained very high

skills in the manufacture of
shell jewelleries,* once the
must popular wear among Hin-
du women. Bengal was also
famous for ship-building as sea

trade was one of the most im-~

portant ecanomic “activity of
In'ancient Ben-

for sea-going vessels of the
highest quality was known as
Manppaban (implyiag extreme
speed comparod with the flight
of the mind and the wind ),

variety of wood any morce.

In the medieval period .

there weore  fewer institu-
tions of l¢arning and most of

those were of theological type.

The skills were lcarned and
advanced 1n direct engagément
of teachers and students in the
vocation—as from fatherto
son, within & caste or in a
guild. Qur historical “golden
Rengal® was founded oo innova-

. tive genius and very high skills

which the people had attained
through their traditional lear-
ping. With industrial revolu.
‘tion in. England, the British
Goveroment in India  strongly
suppressed all such {opal in-
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dustried or crafts which could
compete with factory products
from England. it had many
cotton fields burnt and the
seeds of the partieular variety
of cotton for muslin destroyed,
On the other side, as our peo-
ple _u.mm.,mn to receive Western
~6ducation (mostly, limited to -
subjects of humanities) they

\

were also aculturated to Wes.

tern ways, particularly its
material style of life and the

use of foreign industrial pro-

| ducts.

Modern education over the
past two centuries has helped
to bring about all sorts of re-
volution in Burope. In the
context of the sub-continent
1t has helped- Great Britain to
strengthen her colonial domi-,

. Jation and the control of the

““economy. " In turn, as* i’ have 4

~indicated, we received some
initial training of mental dis-

- cipline and few memorized
facts, It has helped to loosen
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the caste diffeveace in the ‘s0= . =

ciety by-oreating a new class
of ‘Bhadralok’ who may work -
only as white colour and who

must spite on-any work requir-

ing specific skills. Further it has

" given us the foundation of our
new society, and our civil ser-
vant, mercantile employees and
lastly, also a military bureau-
cracy—successors to the client
community which held the
British Raj for a céntary and
half in occupation of the
-counftry, -

However, withount industri-
alization and the development
of skills and employments, the
-number of educated has grown
at a faster pace than what
the economy hias been able to
absorb. Therefore, in a sequ-
gace of twa degades to a quar-
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diversify, ation in the light
of employment  situation toge-
ther with our own failings or _
lack of policy, has made edu- .
cation a further victimof all
other process and drifts of the -
society. For instance, asg
delinked to ' employment, edu-

directly purchase political au-
pport. In this manner, at the
end of 1982 the government
provided salary ®upporttoa
total 305,000 teachers in the
~¢ountry. The following vear, .
the allocation for eduecation
was -doubled. But most of the

~ter century, our ednucation has
produced new unempioyed
leading to discontent and poli-
tical awakening and, into de-
mands for more rights and
opportunities. From the turn
of thig century, there have
been many political movements,

the resolution of which iater increase was copsumed in cation itself has become the
alia have provided more white providing higher, 70 percent purpose and the end of
colour employment. Also, the salary support for non-govern-' - employment. The government

is constantly under presaure to

ment schools including madra- .
increase the pay-roll - strength

educated surplus had engaged _
sha teacheérs. For many iostitu-

io establishing new schools 'as

a means to popularize. the  -tionsthe government assistance of teachers. A sizeable section
political movement, Leaders 18 the: sole. support for their of the students who had the
like Faziul Huq following the survival. @ -+ - tradition - of indoctrinated ;

On the other hand the
nation carries the buarden of
nearly 75 . percent illiteracy..

When the majprity population

of a.country is illiterate then

it can be said to be living ina
wverbal' colture meaning every-

Cthing iy in“sdying i.¢.-an act i

presumed done as soon'as'the

wish for it  has- been uttered. ..

The leaders talk and build

castle for the people in the

heaven. We¢ make beggers ride

horses. When the . spell- of
promises wears there is tho
inevitable violence, .-

. Education is expected to
develop the ability for reason-
ing and. provide skills for.
employment. These Iwo con-
ditions together give the

- quality of lite. Therofore, any
society which has attained
even the basic literacy rate of
higher than 50 percent vindi-
cates a different sensitivity.
Within the sub-continent one
can sense this difference in.
travelling from Uttar Prodesh
to Hariana or from OQrissa to
Tamilnado or Kerala. . |

Our celontal bagkground

‘which has seperated education

' from providing professional
skills to employment or to

advise of famous Ali brothers
(Moulana Shawkat Ali and
more illustrions, Mohammad
-Afi)started to estabiish schools
and colleges to promote edu--
cation apd political congcions-

nationalism and acted - as the n
‘'moral fofce against all. auto-
crats and oligrachs now acts -
" as *lackeys, hencemen and have |
“earpned for them a new name |
‘MASTAN’.,(K.M. Sobhan in-
Courier, February. 1989.) Bet-
. ¥geen these two - major consti-
-~ tuents of education there have -
been critical decline in both !
the quality and curriculum for
education.: Most attempts of |
reforms have been reduced to
further abuse like the course
gystem in the universities or |
the recent decentralization of
primary education (the appo-.
mtment of priomary school
teachers depends more on
flourishing bribery -than on
theic merit). ,
- As the education has
slowly. grown in noumber of
institations, teachers and stu-
dents, for the majority it has-
also become dysfunctional.
Accordingly to one estimate |
in 1983, 45 percent of young
people with 12 years' education
was unemploved, One reads
incidents of villagers attacking
universities, - and students
coerging villagers and ogcasio-
nally jotimidating them for
money to spend for pleasure.

this manner, until the libera-
tion of Bangladesh, over &35
percent of schools and colleges
came to’be established and -
maintained by private initia-
tive. But the employment gap
has continued, and now once
again it is worst among the
most educated.,

~ The first move was taken
to bLring over a hundred
thousand teachers and their

payroll and maintenance after
the country’s independence.
This was initiated without
a clear policy .on education
and before the national
commission oOn education
(Kudrat-i-Khoda Commission)
had submitted its recommen-
dations. The decision  was
ad-hoo, and nationalization
of toachers' salary and their
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