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A great paradox of the pre-
sent day world is the centra-
diction between the immense
strides made by man in the
congquest of neture and his
failings in solving many down-
to-carth social problems. One
of these glaring failings is
certainly in the sphere of edu
cational opportunities for wo-
men in the developing . coun-
tries. ;

When we refer to ‘develop-
ing countries' we really are
talking about thres-fourdbs of
(he countries of {f., -id and
at  least twc;.ads  of
"human  population, It
is hard to believe

that when man has scquired
such sophisticated means 1o
exploit the material resour-
ces of this plonet nearly 50
per cent of the adult popula-
tion of the developing coun-

iries today remain totally illi-
terate. Even such a dramatic
statistics bides the extreme
cases of many couhtries where
the overall literacy rate is
less than 10 per cent and the
map-woman differential in
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great dispartir 1ETthe physical
facilities available and quality
of life in the urban and rural
sectors in all developing counl-

tries. Although the rate of ur--

bapisation is generally low,.
the affluent among the rural
population g_enerally tend to

flock to the urban centres

which provide much hetter |

conditionis of living. This de-
prives the rural areas of hoth

the male and female educa-

ted sections.

The bardships of rural liv-
ing do not even attract domen
to teach in primary schools in

the rural ar e & 8. _
Government of Bangladesh has

for the last few years, becn .

making conceried efforts to xe-

cruil more women as primary |

school teachers. This has re-
sulted in a doubling of the

proportion of women among

this group duving the last de-

cade. The present figure of
about ® per cent is stil] low
and certainly a lot needs to be

done to raise this proporlion -
furtier. But cxperience shows

{hat most women teacher§ of.
primary schouls are being lo-

_cated in the urban centres and

owing to various physical con-
straint, only a smalj fraction is
venturing tc join scheols in the
rural areas.’ |

Social taboo is another po-
werful .impediment t¢ the
spread of wonfen’s education.
Women in the rural areas do
nol have as much freedom of
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President B, M. Ershad is secn wi'h the settlers at mahaﬁ-

SR LT

chbara at Bangamati on Juesduy. Photo PID.

Reorganisation

, Conta, fromi page 1

Papishwar south under Sgrail
upazila, (b} laishivar west

MI  (c) Araisida north (a} Araisi-

i da south () Saridpur east
ler and (f) Saridpur west under
.is Brahmanbaria upanla.

The delimitation commis.
gion would consider the pra-
posal for upgradation ¢f thr
new Ashuganj puodee stetion

. into upazila ang sun ‘titg1e -
commendation to the gave -

" ment. ‘
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movemen* as their male coun- o

terpsrts. The same applies 1o ¥

girls, particularly when they

approach puberty. Coeduca- k

tion, except for tiny tots, is
frowned upon in most places
and a girl's education :n the
rural arcas hardly progresses
beyond the primary stage.

In Bangladesh the propor-

tion of girls cumes dowan from

37 per cent of all pupils enrol-

Jed at the primary stage to
21 per cent at the secondary
stage. It hardly needs mgntion

that a.substantial poriion of
the girls enroiled io schools
are in ihe urhan ceolres. In
the tural areas sany parents
only do no! see the need

in

The meelng lccided to e
power, the Muuzay & Works
for spending Tk. 25.iakh for
land acquisition i ¥>** mipur
disttict out of ihe graw for
the creation of amfrastructer
al facilit.es. Allocativns of Tk
23 lakhk, so spent, wu. 4 be
made avahable ou. /- rae sav.
fngs of ‘the :r €& allecatior

for developmea. of izfrestrue.
ot Md SHEmsut Hug, vice

o B rl_ ’;AI-'-%
Cﬁﬁ:«elliﬂ

girls,

t hanr elor ot Dhaka University
was present as chief gucst.

Presidz3 over by Mr. Lutfar
Rahman Surkar, Managing Di-
rector of Sonali Baak, the func
tin was attended by Dr. Khor

Direstor of Student
4 and' Guidance Cenr
tre snd Frof. Nasirudidin of Fioe
anc: Department, bath coordi-
nators of the programme.

The Vice-Chancellor asked the
students to uphnld the good im-
age of studént comnmunity by
working wiith devotion, sinceri

ty +nd honesty.
Prof. H.q maintaine i that thL/

2o1ad '
] Pojonb ano je 14eY even perceive such edu. 5U¥cCess of the students in theif

pauIoyuT osye
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cation as detritnental o ‘har-

that educated giris would

most [ikely not be
submissive to adequately

Byeyg gu-ns hushand of in-laws,

their parents,

Economic factors 'weigh

vpportunities for more EIUCIEIHS;

me Was taken

work would create maore job

4

He thanked the Sonali Bank

alleviate programm: would:

of Mhe students,

the econemic proti-ms

Mr. Sarkar said the program;

A2PUR] D373 T heavily on such high 1 by the Ba
: di . d nk to
Ue 3ATZ upo .I.'Hﬂg.;n sex dlﬂﬂrimtnation?: t:I:ElpI‘zf _“'t:i“‘::ﬂl‘&'ﬂ Hs social responsibi-
U3 puB 23E0TpLA Eﬂ;m of educational facilities. e urged other oreanicationc
+U4 10 the context of Bamgladesh of the o« fanisations,
landlessness and paupegrisaf'su% to "pmvi:;l; !?h;u e (orvard
i . stud ith'
in the rural sector is increas. P7t!ime jobs for “::mzm:t‘;’:
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| 'iilng at an alarming rate.. With
~ hardly any means’ of produc-

tion with 2 technologi
th ogical con-
2V lent available {o {he DooT :iITl-

interest of i
fhe he

{erent
Tak a 50,

couniry.

stedents will work in .
branches of Sunalh Bank.
Iy rcmuneration of

i

e
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ea the need for remganj's*-,.;

upgradation of outiytny

district police set-up invi;
divisions into distrist. <%

meeting discussed at feng B

the recommendation. ot ¢
Et_lb»eommitl:ea headed by
bipet Secretsry and ac *epa
the same for Implamentalio

The meeting J2rided
constituta 2 sub commitl
consisting of Home Secretad)
“'Dl‘ks Secretary, Local ‘G&:

ernmemnt Secretary, Commi
sioner, Dhaka Divisioa 3

a)eputy_Commissime:, Naé
yanganj to be headed by M
Mujibul Huq, Membrr (Pri

gramming) Planning Commi
gion fto submit reecommends
tiong as regards the locui

of the headquarters ci Nar
yangan] Sadar upanla sy
other connected matters,
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