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N ‘man’s striggle. for éxistence life only and not allowed .to  considered . unadjustible to ths | ' ted e b
I reason - aid :intefligence ; have vpariipate - in. outside  life: She famjly situation. Under* tg;: g:n njimf am;g itk £k
a:bggn__--the-;p‘ifl__t;;agy;mstrumem -af is "howéver,  given Teliglous oppressive ~ situation girls re-  them increased the num 4 B
Survival-and siCh an ‘instrument education in a- traditional way. mained silent and had mo cow girl's schools. In 1939 the! -
e shafprtied only throuth . Thers yere fecble attempts for T2€ to challenge. In rare cases establishment of. Lady Brabom!-.
sgducation. ' Education ‘not_onlv female; education in this: sub- ' they got male support. Awake- ‘rne College at Calcutta by Sher.t -
! widens Kiowledge “and  wisdom contifiént. . During  the begin. PINE about -education star e-Bangla Fazlul Huq then Chief: °
of & human Being:but. it incres- ' pino oe- hic century,, while un. -{6d  ‘much = earlier in  the Minister of un.divided Bengal' %
fes productivity: Of a persen. g Brvion rule, - with. 2 few Hindu - society. o os 2 TC- opened a new era facilitating
»:1slam lald. great emphasis an vhilanthropists  and social ve. St they .were - more " pro- higher studieg by girls spe-’ .
education. ‘If - necessary - dne {ormers the ;adminijstrators tried -~ BTESSIve’ in~ - education.  Along  clally Muslims. " f :
should go as'far-as to Chinain to set .4 .favourable atmosphere With this ' movement, a few' ‘The author belongs tg the piot
jscarch of kpowledge' is Islamic towards female education. & "@fls’ schools and .colleges Were neering groups of women who .
Instruction.. <In‘- spite of this' few reformatory acts were in. ' §Stdblished for the “spread of \yas fortunate “enough. to  get" L
i injunction the situation of educa-. yrgdiced’ -including’ the . Satj. $¢male education; ,such as Be. educateq in the face of tremen.”"7%
jflon.nour country s deplora- Daha' Act ‘preventing. the bur. thun School andColiege, Vic- dous ‘social rosistance by oo 1o H
i_l::le. among:the: people in general ninys “5f - wife .dlso, - with. the %0ria Institution for girlg etc.  vyived due to. high -famfly .
yand ‘women “ih particular " This "déad)-fuisband) , and the :‘Sarda -In the late nineteenth century pory. Her grandmdther . wasl<r i
15" the case-with'almost all deve- Act’’“(the child.fmarriage res. SCattered and isolated efforts -educated in Arabje and Persianis’.
jloping cotinthes: vz 07 triction -act) in 1933. Thig was [Or female education wére made & a traditionat soclety whose 25,5
} The life of-a woman js under . the first turning point; and the a“few Muslim women from influence waes a great encourasi.

absohite control- of & mam in
_;‘Tfa'-man dominated " society. . She
“hasg to play the rale of 3 house.
wife and iother. She-has no
opporiunity . to get ' formal
schooling.. Traditional  know-
Jedge “and "wisdom: for being a
:poQd wifeand ‘mother were han-
ded over, to a gl by hér mother

E\f Accordingly,

grandmotheror- other relatives Female education' was. also con- Memorial Girls High: Schoal in discrimination in  matters of
from generation £y géneration. , sidered -as a. thieat .to. feminine 1911 at Calcutta, -and Nawa2b ‘eaducation of and  girls. .-y
din -th& girls are pre- gualitiés ' both by mothers: and . Faizunnessa- opened ]f;uzunnessa Both the children get  equal: *
\ﬁﬂéﬂ from'childhood for home. monther:indaws and it wag also - Girlst Schooj in Lomilla. Slowly ( See page 6 ) Zg
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bozos (- From.page.5-)." " :: ~Temale-children werk with-theii™
iy T, 0 STl i= in T - mothers . all -day.. Recurring "pre. ;
facilities -and ‘eficouragement -fo mancy - and | hodisehold  -work'f

public outiook began “to ‘change
The comservatism, . superstition,
purdah sysfem and tragditional
attitude - were 'some. of the main
‘obstacles togitl's. education.
Lack of schools, communication
difficulties,  non-availability of
womer: teachers were other: fac.
tors «that -stood .dn - the way.

Em amedicine, “engineering,

3

i

1

1
1

é! |
ischools “and aspiring fur higher
%‘patrnna'ge.‘

:

ed

i

%
¥

Tafrer 50s thers

L

!

need to -educate the giris

 bghind the purdah, being sup
-ported’ by their educated hus.
bands. ~ Thjs movement inspired
-gand encouraged the two out
'standing Muslim ladies; ons
‘was* Bégum Rokeya Sakhawat
. Hossain and the other lady was
Naxvab: Faizunnessa.- Begum
Rokeya  established ~Sakhawat

12
Fsl‘_low“‘ their:-abllities- in' differént’
fields. “Today. we find - wninen
aw,
sclence, ‘architecture;, accounting,
police,” army and cveri- in  avia-
tion -which " was unthinkable.
eariler. - Only ~ teaching and
midwifery were' earller - acoépia.
ble ‘ag professions, - '
‘ Jhsy. . after the partition of
Indis -in 194748 there .were only
three girls’ high schdols in the
then' East Pakistan, These ins.
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students,  But due "io sudden
change in the situation- there ‘was -
a- Jack. of teachers ‘and -regular
girl. students vand the énrolment
of -girls” 'suddenly dropped. The
nimber “of primary schaolg-was -
reduced from 4778 to- 1984. But
. ere 'was 2 rush for
cducation angd girls were gra-
daally - enrolling thémselves in:

education . wirder . government

ho gitls - were getting
ucation in urban areas edu..
cation in rural.-areas was neglec-
ted. Government redogniseg the
. and
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titutlons were filled with Hindu. b

‘cannot be: achieved

gement tos.the granddaughter!: %
If a mother ig educated, the, = °
«<children get better opportunity]
to leap forward and that {s P
why her children are all highly] 3
educated: particularly ' the gjrls! %?
availed of the maximum benefit.{ 4

Now the educated mothers of

Bangladesh do not make an:i.ri

Jrom the  early' childhood - wear:
them out. N 1
Education is a long and con.}
tinuous process. It has- been
found that in 1911 the percen.i
tage of male literacy was 16.4%}
m the sub.continept. Today
after 70 .vears it has reached!
approximately 34% and female!
Iiteracy 'to. 16.4% in Bangla.
desh. . .
Since 1947, specially after jiba.:
ration of Bangladesh, there has!
cen-a rapid change and girls
are attending schools, colleges’
ahd:- professional institutions in
&n increasing number. But alif
this ‘seems  insignificant when'
one finds that 13.7 per cent
of “the- women of Bangladesh
are literate.* _ R '
-Bangladesh is a rural soc
end 92.05 per cent of the wo-
men:jive in the villageg . where
hife_r_'gt.‘.y "has re_maipe(i stagnantg
and ‘‘the ‘progress: is very slow. |}
Qur-  Goverpment has realised:
that the natjonal development |
unless wo.t
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men, . half the population- of)
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