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‘A -Communique issued on Frday at i

the end of the teoth Commonwealth

" Conference -of Education ‘Ministers in the ©
Kenyan capital of Nairobi, calls for greater

\ cooperation among member . countries. |
ducation and for

‘Both for. the sake of € _and
cementing the sense of belonging that

Commonwealth - coud ies fec)  for ooe '
another - this is the usu }, but nonetheless =
Ia . the field of

teducational’ and .other assistance soms of

{the best minds of memberficoun st
to gain -from the high J-s}ang‘latda st by
the CommohWt‘:alth axecutive body. - [t 18

he Cooference have

, 'i. The communique calls for an overall
: increase 10 ‘-ed_ucationa-l awards, _'pppor;u-

pities for the trainiog ‘of teachers and
. the mobility of students and for 2 voca-

tional ‘btias - to education 1D general. .

. Bangladesh has specially proposed that.
‘an open upiversity be set_up
educat.on, a concepl originally developed

\in Britain n the mid. 19th centuly and
followed “soon after by the United States
and other - English speaking countries.
The: proposal for the open university has

‘hopefully ~been accepted” in principle, -

‘with .a heartening promise to broach the
subject in - the forth-forming summit of
.the Commonwealth- Heads of - State and
'Government i0. vancouver later this year.

{ When - the concept of university
extension courses was first developed it was

fba‘sically‘ for people ho ~wanted to grow.

mentally - at leisure. rAmong: the ‘methods =
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h good reasons that Ejucation
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L’uscd for instruction were correspondence,. .

formal’ lectures, seminars and workshops.
“The students enfolled themselves 1nto
these. COUrses. for vocational, technical and

.profés‘;siﬁna]-,cOmp';tence as well as lear-

ning - for learning’s sake. Needless t0 say,.

modern - technology today can,literally

br'ing"tﬁciﬂpen university into the home
. through audio-visual- facilities, provided .

the beneficiaries have access to them.

.“The . Bangladesti;Tostitute, of Distance

FEducation (BIDE) which uses the national

' radio and television network to advantage,
was - encouraged -by its success. to "ask the
government  last month for-an Opent uoi-

versity in the country. -Such an instituti "
1 ¢ in the country. -Such an institution
| presumably would be extra-mural; not: i:'

ther from mo--

persg:

the sense .that instrycti
3 2;1:1‘ ‘the open: sky:um(tmra
' nnel, 9‘}2“‘_?8“ manoed. by cory etef
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