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»HIGHER EDUCA TTON \
 Education is recognised- as a-fundamental u- .
man right and also as g central element in develop-.
ment. The governmeénts around-the world have ack-
nowledged the responsibility of - providing basic
education .to . their citizens, which is also a recog: |
nition. of . the importance: "of higher education.

- Indeed the . progress of .&:modern_ society ‘dépends |
~on the nature and level of “higher education and on
- Tien who know the “best*that has been said and
' thought in .the world”. * U S

 But what is the state of olr institutions of |
higher education? Have these institutions been pro-

‘ducing men of knowledge and learning? In what |

wuy are the young minds being “cultivated? What §f .
+ priority do -they give to intellectual development? ||

'Frime Minister Kazi Zafar Ahmed has-said anarchy
- hias becomefthe’ syllabus today:: pistols,  daggers |k

and knives have replaced pens and bpoks and the

student hostels have turned into’ armouries, .

.., The consequence is: “several thousand” clashes
W on' the campuses over the last seven years taking
; a toll of 89 valuable livés and causing a serious dis.
i location m- academic aclivities: The  three-year
- honours-course takes eight years dpe to sessions
Jam. The situation caused wide-and deep concernf |
and had not’ only been subject of seminats add-
ressed by enlightened people angd discussed in the
|. Dress but also found echo in the Parliament.. |
..~ Inaugurating an ll-day 'national training work-| |
] thop on dcademic -staff development in Dhaka on
;! . Mornday; Kazi Zafar Ahmed underscored the need
I Igr identifying the problems with a view to improv.

‘'ng the pattern and standard of higher education.]!

Detailing . the purpose of higher education at thel/

workshop, jointly sponsored . by - the University |

- (irants Commission and UNESCO, he said the na.l*

Hion could not allow deterioration in . the . stand-|,

“ard as on it depend the overall .development and

baugiudesh limes

L

1he

progress of the country. R ~ ; |

) &t the university level is over 3000 and at college
' lovel 15,000. The deterioration i teaching standard}
~ 1s ascribed mainly to. the lack of trained and tslen-|
- led teachers. The suggestion for establishing an|
academy for higher education ang research to dealj
with academic staff development ig worth serious|
consideration. o |
. -Extolling the role of a teacher, Prime Minis-|
- ter- Kazi Zafar Ahmed quoted the famous saying|;
. Of . Alexander -the Great: “I am specially indebted
'. 0 my parents for my birth and to . my teacher|
~ Aristotle for imparting me - -knowledge”. He:saw |}
' teacherstin: the foleof } friend i3 iphilosophér~~and
3uide to the students andexpressed the hopé that |
with improvement in teacher-student relations al-
; 1most 80 per cent of the current problems on the
4 campus would be over. = .0 - , 1
[ . None would dispute the urgent need of closely|
- looking into -the problems in . the educational| -
-arena and taking remedia] measures. But- it un
doubtedly ‘warrants. a multi sciplinary approach | -
Al cooperation with all segments. of the soclety.
' Education .should be work-oriented. . ang higher;
© cducation selective. . Investment - In  education




