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COMILLA, May 24:#ﬁbnut',_-

~education as there are no prinury
{ schools in 1100 out of 3,605 vil-
lages under 12 thanas of Comilla
. district.
There are 2494 primary
[ schools in Comilla district of
i which 1334 are government
| . schools, 415 registered schools,
50 unregistered schools, 202
community schools, 97 satellite
~ schools, 62 kmdcrgartens 18
primary schools attach to high
school, one PTI school, 181
Ebtedaic Madrasahs and 134
Ebtedaie schools.

number of students has increased -
in the rurai areas. Some children
are reading in the schools-only -

Y programme.
y ~ The different NGOs have also

extended "educational facilities
10 the remote villages by 1niro-

" programmes. Yet about 50,000

=

) 60,000 children are déprived-of -

With the introduction uf Fﬂﬂd -
for Education Programme - the .

to collect fnudgrams undar the .

ducing non-formal education
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From Our Currespondent

children are still deprived of
primary cducation in the district.

Meanwhile, widespread irregu-
farities and malpractices arc
hampering the implementatio
the Food for Education
Programme (FEP) in the ‘district

. causing a serious setback to .
achieve the goal of the project -
- undertaken -by the government.

~ Corruption, village
- politics

“According to local people, the.

primary school enjoying the fa-
cilities under the FEP have been
turned into dens of corruption;
favouritism and village: politics.

- As a result, the academic atmo-

'sphere in these schools has been
vitiated as the teachers. manag-

ing committees and the local in-

fluential people are now en-

vaeed in FEP activities dlrectly |
_uml indirectly. ~

The teachers and others con-

cerned with FEP project are dis-
“tributing’ the allotted, wheat or !
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rice for -other- purposes thun
teaching of the students. The au-~
thorities supervising the process -
are silent for unknown reasons.”
According to sources, the gnv- )
ernment undertook the FEP pro-.

ject to bring the chlldren frnm .

- -?wheat Or rice. . 1

under FEP prcuect on 1h|.-. issues
) tdlstr;hutmn of Jcards and ir- {
rr:;,ulanties in. the dlstnbutmn of

&'i_‘_}_t‘e mstltutmns have: been ;
turnf:d into’ the. centres of village °
':‘pnlmcs jas the guardians and

" .teachers” have been involved -in

the poor and desmute fanulres
under the primary education
network. According to.the;pro-
gramme only 40 per cent nﬁ the
total students of a school will get.
the FEP facilities. But in fact,
this rule 15 not being stnctly fol- -
lowed by the institutions undcr
the FEP project.

|. tutions.

~ it As"a result, academic atmo-
. ~sphére:thas been polluted sig- !

.- nalling*chaos and uncertamty of j

xth__},'uverall pmgramme in the
dlstru:t
?Abﬁut oné th'rd ﬂf the - total
allntted iwheat 6r rice is grabbed |
ur,mnsappm

1ated in lhese insti-

A section of corrupt hﬁadmﬂs-
ters, teachers and managing-
committees in connivance with
some corrupt thana education of-

fice employees are involved in

the overall misappropriation. of

. the fund and malpractices. -

In many cases FEP cards hafe /
been allotted to fake students
and students -of cumparatwely

- solvent families.

6 to 9 kes dlstrlbuted

According to the prugramme
the students from a family is en-
titled to get 16 k:lugrammes ol
wheat or rice per month.YBut. -

../ there are allegations that in ‘most

of the cases only 6 10 9 kgs of the’
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commodity are distributed: pcr _

card.
Besides the corrupt nfﬁcmls

are coliecting Tk 100 to Tk 200
per head for issuing new FEP

Sources said that numbemus
rival groups have been formed in
almost all the primary schools

- o
e -

- ll—h_-___-__i_:'_*_




