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The Value Of An Education-

Not all of ﬁs_ really seen to fully comprehend the 1

Tf L€ valve of an education in equipping us for our future hives .
{ but none of us is likely to get very far without it. But, not-

-
pr-
=

just any kind of education will do, for it will not serve our
purpose. Although some of us are likely to say education:

is for education’s sake or for equipping the man to lead a
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fuller life and, to an extent, this may be true but, to be }

practical, in our society, education, in-the main, is to {

{ prepare us for a better job. Therefore, it is imperative we
strivé to achieve the kind of education which will fit us for

the future: This is the widely accepted premise, especially

for those who come from a background of educated,

professional, families but whether or not this concept will |

also be suitable for the average citizen is a question we -
'must seriously -ask- ourseives in the backdrop of real life

~ Most of us who pr{dc ourselves on oﬁf intellect have.a
fanciful idea of the concept of equity and equal opportun-
ity in life, including education, but to be realistic, we must

sitgations.» .. *

.admit-this is just an ideal we strive towards and which may |
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not be at all practical within the present set-up. But, if

education is to be made relevant to the needs of the

| nation, development policies must be re-tesigned so'as to |
| be able to-effectively modify the ‘economic and social
{ indicators existing outside of the educational systen: and,

at the same time, modify the internal effectiveness and
greater equity of the education system itself, and this can

only be done through the modification of the course
content. - R

- Most of us are, of course, by now aware how.
& neglecting women has resulted in a lop-sided’ sociai:

situation.where rates of literacy are weighed heavily in
favour of the male. Although in the main this grew-out of |
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the wrong notions which were handed down by previous .

generations, much-of it is the outcome of the prevailing

they are the sole breadwinner. Thus it is inevitable for

- attitudes to change and this will automatically result in

r

seeing women’s education in a new light particularly-as
more and more. opportunities open up. |

- With girls being given the education which is their right )

as” equal. citizens of a' modern state, the concept - of

| education must undertake drastic changes for, in the past,

education has all too often borne no relationship-to every

day. living -experiences. It was frequently under-valied .
and, being undervalued, it churned out too many misfits.
For education to be successful, 'it. must be capable of

building up self-reliance in people and increasing their
self-estecem. The need to. bridge the gap between

,academii:s and reality is, therefore, now being realised

and attempts made to do .this"by introducing new
curriculums is a step in the right direction a]though%

subjects will not, by itself, serve the purpose of fitting the
right man for the right job,"although it may fit him with a
mimimyum evel of skill, but, unless it enables him . to
function effectivély. within “the - donfites™of his ‘own

, environment, it will not produce the desired resiitt- .

Education must not, therefore, be so limited that it

' serves to exclude people from higher levels of learning for
- education must-not end with schooling and people must be

able to continue to absorb new ideas and, concepts

| unaided. In other words, education must include the

basics of ¢ :
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cssenuals fike team sports which

it will 1
- still take ‘much time.’ But the inclusion of -agricultural

- economic conditions and péople cannot really be blamed. {
if lack of resources caused.them-to favour the boy child - :
for, at that time, women were confined to the home and -
the role of breadwinner was exclusively thé male’s. Now _*
: that times have changed and frequently-we find the

woman not only helps support the family, in many cases;
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. teaching of communication skills essential to ¢ "
caclL + comm .‘ 0 communal
living. To this end the curticulum must include- other
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