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Polltlcs-Free Campus
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’ ITlsgran ing tonﬂte!hatthe
| Rcountry's Prime Minister is willing
| toput an end to student politics at
{ sampuses provided the main opposi-
{ tion BNP and other parties agree'to
1 go for the move. Leader of

tmn Prof AQM Badrud-
doza

stoppmg student politics. “It’s more

imp today to make the student
-pohi nt, cleanandfreeof'

vengeance ‘said, while

in parhament on 'Ihu:sday

98). He however, did not explain

how. Other poimuans and!or pat-
rons have not said anything signifi-
4 cant about it as yet. It would be
| dificult, and is likely to take time to
“have politics-free . Yetitis
: laaFood sign that people have started
King tit.

 Much has been said and written

about student politics in Bangladesh.
- President Jusuce Shahabuddin
Ahmed has been vocal on the issue
and favours hanmmstu&nt politics
wthe MW@%
athers 0
26 Oct
_in ‘particular, into evil deeds like
terrorism .and killing. “A large seg-

meént of the country’s youth com-:

munity, . particularly,  college-

university students, are dabbling in
politics and . terrorism,” he'

active
noted . with deep-anguish. “Anned
| with- firearms they are captunng
halls, killing their rivals by shooting
_.lt::]:' bombing and being ﬂ;‘:ﬂﬂl’dﬁd Ig
gir ve £S 0N 5uU
mmum Bmﬁe misdeeds.
All kinds of wron ings are now
taking place in educational institu-
tions, barring studles If such situa-
tion continues in educational institu-

tmns, the future of 1he nation will be

{' *Not civil society could sup-
ese evil deeds. ltstherespm—

nbdny of us ali, specially the po.ht:cal
ies, to bring deviated w
k. to the right track,” the
dent said. But his words are not law
of the land and one a to be
‘keen to oblige him. Politics, politi-
cians and students are inseparable in

Bangladesh. 1 think we have to live

with it for many more years in future.
A time may come when students
themselves will raise voice against it
and come forward to bring about a
.- change. Therefore, ask not how stu-
pohtics can be removed from
our ¢ducation arena, ask what stu-
dent politics itself can do about it.
Student politics Bas 10 be eliminated
by the students for the students.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
went to the United States (1996) 1o
ive a-talk at- Harvard’s Fairbank
nter for East Asian Research. The

Prime Minister was eloquent as any .
| other visiting foreign dignitary would.
,in prmsmg Hamrd —one of the

ry stressed the need’
for ellmmaung tennnsm rather than

Shahabiaddin
“Student

-(vmtes S

enticing youths, students

children overseas to keep
' safed:stannefmmthed:rlanddan -
- ger of politics' and have them e mp—-

:he-'

. periphery

Alauddin Talukder o

elght l\ry League (tnp ranking) uni-

versities in the United States. “Har- '

vard has been,. andm[lalwaysbe
known for man thmgs learning,
research, exce discoveries,

. values, great ad.ue\rements and laud-

able leadership. However, from a
distance and at the

what Harvard could to the rest

| Em
of theother world, I believe one word

bestmpnnesthemenceofﬂar
vard : vision,” she said. When her
attention was drawn to a- sharply

contrasted atmosphere prevailing in -
. the academic arena back in Bagng

ladesh as to whether her gove

has any plan to suspend
ICS '’ as - nt

hmed the Prime
Minister
itics is not the problem,
the problem is terror on campus. We
have to make concerted effart to
combat  campus tersorism in -Bang:
ladesh,” Sheikh Hasina suggested
Badiuzzaman from Bos-
ton — Holiday, July 4, 1997). But
many Bangladeshis living in and out-
side thé country have reservations
about this view of the Prime Minis-

ter. They would rather believe that it -
lssmdempohucsthathﬁattheroof’

of cam& us terror in Bangladesh, and.
e

iicians squarely 1e-
sponsible fo]:'n draggmg :?udﬁnts into

by. the conduci the
pohuuam,mmewhoaremoreexpl

- ¢it on this issue say that they turn the

students into front-line party workers
and usé them in a highly i

ble manner to advance selfish politic- .

al agenda. Narrating their persunal
experiences, they say that the self-
seeking pobiticians care about neither
the future of the students nor. the
conditions of the poor parents'mak-.
ing tremendous.
higher education of their sons and

- daughters. ‘These pwplc say the

politicians, on the contrary, do care
about the future and well-bein of
their own offsprings. Theysend

them ata

ped with the miost advanced
tion and knowledge.
offsprings of. thenr close fnends and
relatives s ofy away from the
politics giving rise to
quetions about ‘the fa:mm of the
pohuuans - - _

An l;mpnrtant mission of - poll
cians i to build and educate the
nition,'as education i is the backbone

- of a country. Educatmn ndeed, 1s

also the of civilization and
key to d development. Then

why don't the politicians help restore -

a normal academic- atmosphere at
colleges - -and

. -!—'—--\q.r-.-""'l-‘ FWW"J }.—-I WHM . . -

o end of .

lied in the negative.

~ freedom; so does the press

dent Bang]

for the !

'beit use of the
lives to fulfil the need of the nation.

“knowledge”

universities across

Banglad&sh by keeping politics out uf
thecammls"Whydothcytumthe
educational institutions — .where

ace and calm should always reign
gr learning and research—into a
hotbed of polmcs mstcad ?

Student Politics in Bang-
*Jadesh

“There is 110 denying the fact that
student potitics played a vital role in
Bangladesh. About 45 years ago, the
stijdents set a shining example by
coming out of their classrooms to
defend the honour of our mother
tongue. Once again, they demons-
trated a strong sense’of responsibility
and patriotism by the centre
stage uf politics in late ‘60s and early
“TOs when our exisience as a nation
faced a critical challenge. The stu-
dents have already won an honour-
able and permanent place in history
of Bangladesh: Now all they need to
do is to preserve it. They were .not
used by politicians and polmcal par-
ties at that time. They came out

taneously and the entire nation
(Bangalees) joined them.

Clerly, the historical background

that t students into politics

- has changed. Today, we have an.

independent and sovereign country.
We enjoy a considerable degree of
of the
country. The military rule has come
to an end, making" way for a dfmu-
cratic system.

-So, it’s time for the stndqnts to
concentrate on their academic pur-

suits without any outside interfer-

enceé in order to matefialise the
long-chenished dream of -mdepen-
adesh. Without education
a country cannot develop.

on the socio-economic de-

“ velopment of a country.
The nation needs
engineers, educators and other pro-
fessionals without wasting any more
tinie.- So, the students should make

prime time of their

Good educalmn is also essential for
";f lmclans 'The cam-
not be represented by the
student wings of dlfferem political
parties in the best interest of politics.
The student union — a legitimate
t:ood}r elected by the general students
is enough to take up various issues
confronting the ents.
Ic.l.et me take the term education
an
means. So far no :clear cut sin

. definition of education is avaﬂab
Literacy is not education. It is a

The de-.
ent of education has a dlrec‘n‘-

good doctors,

T w‘th

R\

‘Dholaikhal’ who can repair photo-
copying machine and perform other
technical useful jobs for 'you but
cannot write their names are all
illiterate. But they are. productive.
Whereas a person who has |
school, college and university obtain-

ing various diplomas and degrees,

may remain unproductive, yet we
call him "educated’ but who is in fact
a burden on society. No matter how
education is defined, there is no
substitute for it. t
The basic principle of education

means leaming how to read and
write for communication and under-
standing which is similar everywhere
all over the world. We call it primary
education and it is an essential part
of all education systems everywhere.
In fact, it is the foundation of an
edhication system. We do not have

primary education system in

€ country.

Why Education

We say education is the backbone
of & ooumry’s development. If it is |
meant for development, ‘our’ educa--
tion should be ’production-oriented’
Feneranng employment. Traditional

rmal education has a " gestation

period say 16 to 30 years. We cannot
aﬂ'nrd that kind of time 10 make our -
education productive."'W¢e have been
hearing for long that our education
system is defective. But very little
has so far been done to make it
efficient and effective. Education
policy and systems, should therefore
vary from country to country de-
pending on its socio-economic back-
grounds and needs. Our education |
policy arid system should be designed
to suit. our needs so that it can
develop our socio-economic conds- ¢ _
tions based on our backgrounds and -
needs, making it productive right
from the start. To do that, alungmde
primary education, we need an ‘in-
centive-oriented system’ generating
c¢cmployment and eaming. I think
informal vocational/technical educa-
tion with employment, formal prim-
ary and secondary education, side by
side may go a long" way in this
respect.

Let university educauun be selec- |
tive and free from pohitics. Vocation-
al and technical education and train-
ing for the vast majority/may
to be more beneficial and frui fo:r
the country. ‘Will our politics and
politicians allow an education pohcy
mcorporating pmmmns for maki

try to explain what it actually , our education ‘production-orient
¢ * and free from polmr.:s ? Ultimately,

students will have to come forward
“politics of the students by the

means to education. One may term ¥ students for the students” to remove

ihasterpiece, a wortkshop boy at

. as education. A carpen-
ter who makes a chair, may be a for the greater interest of -the

. politics from our education arena,

oountry.
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