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" ALL 't-he_1_ centres of Pakistan
: 4% Councill'and Bureau of Na-
tional Reo’bﬂ_stnictiun _remained
closed to fthe public for Some
time afteri independenee and-
then by a government Order dat

' ed. November 1,1972 those were
" [ rcgrouped [as Bangladesh Parish
‘ad Centres jand were placed under-
the administrative  contral of
the -Dzpartment of Mass Commu
{ nication in the Ministry of In.
' formation |& Broadcasting While
, . Pakistan Council Regional Cen.
“tres ‘'were} renamed Bangladesh
+ Parishad Centres the BNR In-
Fformation | Centres in the Dis.

. itrir:t and Subdivision were con.

- '
m previous  issue)
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The ainual report of 1981 sho
ws an assemblage of a  total
number of over. 18,30,000 persons
attending the Parishad Libraries
and in connection with cultural
programmes in'the year,

The total number of program.
es presented round the year
through thé country’s Parishad
Centres stood at 185.
MAJOR PROGRAMMES :

year ure :
1y Inter.University

-

Iiébate in

* English and Bengali in which-

primarily selected University-
level debators both in' English
and Bengali met at an Inier-

LIBRARY DEVELOP

periodicalé: 1) Quarterly Bang.
ladesh Parishdd Patrika contain
ing scholarly papers read in va
rivus seminars and symposia
organised Bv- the Parishad Cen-
trés. TwO 1ssues were pubhsh
ed since its introduction in July
81 and the third was in the
press when suddenly the activi

- ties of .Bangladesh Parishad’
_ " -were suspended in June 1882
- The majer programmes orga-’ ii) .’Antarey Anirvan’ the Eku.

nised through thesé Centres each -

shey February -souvenir seven iss
ues of the Souvenir were publi
shed up to February 1982, |
Besides as a product of . the
seminars on . Regiona]l History
and Culture a book on ‘Garo
Sanskrity’ was published while

University contest arranged by History and Culture of Sylhet

ofre 1.0 JAN.1986- -
ol o -

e - L.

verted into Bangladesh Parishad

| Subdivisional Cen-
- Jtres and Lthuse at the major
- ame Sub.centres ‘attach
'ed to theé Regional Centres.:
| Assessing the distinctive role
Bangladesh Pari.
.shad in 1he field of Lib
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a8 weli,,

< Government later
‘ ¢ided to jseparate the organisa
the Department
8 unication -and place-
it under rthe admunistrative con.
¢ Ministry of Sports
as a fullfledged

a2 total number of &4
ind Sub.centres includ -
gional Centres at Chi-
o Lomilla Dhaka Khulna
. Mymensingh and Rajshahi Bang
arishad represented a -
chain ¢f libraries
and -also! presented various cul.
. tural " programmes inviting
1t5  natidnwide forums 2 cross
section i.;z the country’s eminent

rary and

<

certificates
contasiants;

de. .

of
District Divisional and

Judges;
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signs of division in the f
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ries

iSystem in "the Iljbr
| ;sanng—-’T]_le librari:? Ay
f_ladesh- Parishad should.

velopm -
I Hort PIents late Mr. Mr, F G B

ithe Library
i ed Kingdom
.gml"g in hai‘;[r
- Yéd’'s k on Publk .
made the fnllmvin; fic libraries

Syed Azizur Rahman

2) Ekushey February Litens
ry Contest in short story essay-
poetry and one.act .drama at

allevel with award of prizes
to winners at all levels finally
producing an annual souvenir
containing Natiopal Award win: .
mng writings and articles from
the members of the .Board of

- 3} Seminar on Regional Hiss
tory and Culture held at Dis-
~ Headquarters with the
participation . of scholars and:

subject preferably belonging to-”

-—

¥

the Bangladesh Parishad Head- 'was in the press and those of
quarter awarding prizes and
1o the successful

Comilia Patuakhali- and Ranga.
-matl was under process. =
. As mentioned in the Parker
Report Bangladesh Parishad in
ils ‘libarary sector continued to
“provide both issue and - referen-
ce service covering 5 university
towns znd Comilla thé BARD
<ity :and .ofter reading facjlities
1o a large number of students
and .reading public in the coun
try The total number of books
in Regional and other -Centres
stood over 1 lakh and' 133,000
respectively totalling 2 33 000 by
June, 1882 N

All" these facts were brought
to 'light on the sudden disband
ment of -Bangladesh Parishad by
an Order of June 151982 resuit

Nation
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report obse
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LY Ssystem

serving

mimistered by th
desh Parishazl. :
The_
organisational  struct
for public librarles in Buar;
desh is a serious obs
stacle to  their develop.
ment and it will be quite

impossible - -to im
anv of the plement

N vommendations
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cation of ‘resources

the monitoring of resuai?:
er Mr- Parker advocated
ifor inclusion of the Parishad

n th
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: 0 # resort |
| Eic L:Erarv the need ¢ ﬂn:lmglz ‘turaf - en;%halg;f?ﬁm and cul- ,
D:;a:‘trfleﬁtbwas ¢ f{ﬁﬂes into a [Til . -
- €l . I'he _-
Egﬂﬁésed Department of then ?':113_ articles zzﬂﬁgrggvthls series of
i ing Lib::ﬁegﬂdf?e the follow] IS the erstwhile Director ”ﬁ’e";:“nt :
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3)" Oneé Central Publicilin i | — J
{rary Dhaka b) thiéé' Divisionai] ,
‘P“lg];ilm Libraries at- - Rajshahii
C ?31"%,-:;“ d  Chittagong and J
Public Hbrl;;t‘::& Subdivisfonaj|
of i
Department of Public -11b r;hr;I | .
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the

Government Libraries adminis. ..
tered by the Ministry of Sporis
and Cuiture. The absorption of

a
1

_the assets and personnel of Ban
Jadesh Parishad in the Centra}
Divisional Publh¢c

Ptgalic Libr L bl
Libraries n Chittagong anad Khul
na the opening .of Rajshahi Dig:
visional Public Libraty with the -
assets and personnel of Bangla
desh Parishad - Rajshahi
and transformation of the Dis.
trict and Sub-divisional Centres
into District Government Public ;
Libraries finally paved the way
to a nationwide public library
network. ® -

"For reasons beyond the com. ‘7.

prehension. of this -hurnble con.
tributor. Parker Report did not
receive much attention durng
the formulation of the Second
Five Year Plan but the Govern. |
ment acrions following the dis- |
bandmient of Bangladesh Pari.
shad elevated the observation ot

Mr. Parker as if to thé strature § -

of 2 prophecy. Observed Mr.
Parker in his Report:

“Jt was originally intended to
include the Bangladesh Parishad
hbraries in the survey and ques

tionnaires had .been completed |

for ons rwain centre two district’
centres ond two-Subedivisibnal I
centres belore it was decided '
at the request of the Ministry;
of Religious and Cultural Affairs ‘j
and Sports not to survey the

Parishad libraries on the ground;-
that they. -were responsibility of

another ministry This is anfor
funate in view :0f the.fact that
the Parishad libraries represent:
¢ nearest approach to a na.l
tionwide public library network:.
which exists in  Bangladesh .
and in view of the discussions

-which have since taken place on

the posaibility of ~transferring!

o ———————— mae

-y =

Cenire | |
l .

e_Bapgladesh Parishag to the

g
i 27

* ..u"r,, T
"o

|




