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BANGI:ADESH, carved out a; a

“sovereign state in the world
map in 1071, has a rich and varie
gated- cultural ° heritage. The
country. had also the privilege

of sharing with the rest of India .

:the modeitn trend in  education
jand cultuke, which came to the
‘sub.continent with the advent of

‘the British rule. -
Besides jother activities in the

. held of cation and culture,
'the introduction of modern libra

'I'v system in the country datles
the
opening of) 4 libraries®' one each
at Barisal,! Botra Jessore  an:d
'‘Rangpur of} coucse under . private
linitiative. A century later book-

- lovers of the count,v witnessed

'the foundation laving of the first
ever Governiment sponsored pub
"lic library—the Central Public
.Library at Dhaka in 18%5.

" Though this shows the . very
“slow and belated response of the

.- Government 'to a vital aspect of
{ public need jand . aspiration, this
' landmark in the country's library
! movement was progressively [cl
» lowed by various steps including

‘the library dctvelﬂpment pian sub
-mitted to Government. known as
key-plan by an Australian Library
(Expert. Mr. L.C. Key in 195
'The Key-Report envisaged, for
the first time,} a net-work  of pub
lic libraries t in the - countiv.
Since then opinions were voiced
through inforthation media, libra
ry movement | launched through
‘debates and discussion: and con
Iferences' were cheld until  the
’,‘secund and most vital survey of
Jibraries was conducted througn
lfureign assistance resultinr  in
the spewtacular, Parker Revort.

the  spectacular

aresulting in

{Parker Report. |

" But to what consequences? The

| long.cherished ichain of public
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" ~ Development

experience gained by the service
rendered oter vears by the
Bangladesh Parishad through 1ts
&4 Centes, spread all over the
couniry, under ¢one unified com-
mand., .
BANGLADESH PARISHAD
_Stemmed from Pakistan Coun-
cil and Buresu of Natiopal Re-
| Pari-
shad played a significant role
for a decade of sovereign Bans-
ladesh by providing both lend-
ing and reference library service
to  the country’s six uni-
Tarsities an d numerous
,(Jullqge - students and ' reading
facilities tp hosts: of people
from all walks of life all over

the country. The Parishad a'so
presented the country’'s develop.

ment measures and her cultural
heritage through simple but dig-
nified programmes participated
by éminent cholarss, arptists and
a cross section of intellectuals
as well as the students commu-
nity, X '

Paying a glowin tribute to
the library _ administration of
Bangladesh Parishad, the Parker
Report termed it as “the only
organiied library system” and
“nearest approach to a nation-
wide public libiary . network
which exists in Bapgladesh”.

The following remarks in the

 5.3.6.3. EBach of the main.

centres provides a meeting hall
and a public lending library.
The smallest of these, in Khulna
has- a stock of some 12,000 volu-
mes. The biggest, in Dhaka, has
more than twice that number,
The smaller centres are essen-
tiaily reading rooms with small
book collections of about 2,000
volumes and range of newspa
pers and periodicals, _
5.3.6.4., The Bangladesh Pari-
shad library in  Raijshahi, the
main centre for which a com.
pleted qQuestionnaire was. recei-
ved, may serve as.an example
of the kind of service being
provided in the main centres.
The library has a stock of about
12,000 volumes, and receites 36
cuitent periodicals. It hag a staff
of ten, including two full-time
graduate professionals and three
full-time non-graduate -profes.
sionals and had a total! annusl
budget in 1977—78 of Taka

119000, The collection is classi-

fied by the Deway Decimal clas-
sification and indexed in a card
cataloque. The Library has ne-
arly 5000 members and issues
about 13,000 bookg per vear for
home reading. with average at-
tendances of 221,000 per year.
It is open from: (0830 to 1900 six
days ‘a week,

| pite their atowed policy to do

80, the book loan service of Pak-
istan Council Centres provided
added attraction to the studemt
cﬂ?mumt}' and general public
a o, I o
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In course of the period from

1963 to 1965. Bureau of National

Reconstruction opened as many -

as 81 Information Centres, each

containing a small library thro-
ughout the country. Nine of
these Centres were lofated in

and around Dhaka while thﬂ';
were get!
up at the District and subdi\ri-i

remaining ‘52 Centres

sional headquarters. These lib-
raries run with grants praotvided
by the provincial
attracted local initiative through
adv¥isory committees

inst and headed by the D.Cs.

and SDOs. F

A report pl&blis?ieds" in a 15uu-f
venir captione ISTORY OF
THE INFORMATION CENTRE’

. produced on the occasion of the

opening .of the Armanitola In.

formation Centre in 1963, which |

speaks about the initiative taken.
by the Bureau for setting up af
a nationwide library network,

Says:
‘“The Armanitola . Information

Centre is situated at the Arms-.

nitoja Maidan in the heart of
the historic gld Dhaka-—an area
which once hummed with cul-
tural activities., Housed in a
delapidated building now recon-
structed - and remodelled at the
Maidan, the c¢entre consists gf a
library, a reading ' room, &
lounge, an office and a children's
corner with a small walled com.
pound in front, With about 1200

governiment, §

composed !
of local leaders and educapgun.i

books on various topics, daily
newspapers and available jour
nals, it provides reading facili-
ties to the people of the surroun-.

 liberaries under, one central ad-

-
- - h re m C ! Y :
iministration was po whe Syed Azizur Rahman -

" 4sight even “after the Second - 5 .
{Fivte Yéar Plan was launched, —-— o—

‘in the Parker,
tfirming Mr. Key
¢for a centrally- controlled coun-

¢

‘when, suddenly,

ithe second

iEven the recomrhendations made
's Plan of 1956

trywide library. system foiled to

a invite adeéquate gbovernment mea-

sures for their implementation.
i The first twnl_ years . of the
9econd Five Year Plan period
rolled Lty and. there: had been
labout three years'from the date
of submniission of Parker Report,
without any-.stepjor even con-
~temptation of such unification
of the country's library system
# magic wand
was Seen in operation, A Gov-
ernment Order istued on July
7, 1982 sought to} amalgamate
the erstwhile Bangladesh Pari.
shad Centres * oftrthe country
with the three existing Govern-
meént  libraries under one uni-
fied command.- - § .
Thus out of the, scope. of
the sex plan {targets and
quite in_ coagstrasty with the
gavtermmernt -objectives pursued
5o far in the feld,jthe said or
der paved the way io the speedy
realisation «f the! cherished
goal -‘of a country.wide public
library  network. The speed and

'efficiency in which '.Eélis: epoch-
rried out

making order was
should be regarded as an out-
standing landmark in. the coun-

try's library development, for all
imes to come:. Needless to say
hat .the real-‘strength of “this

agic- wand ‘was, + pérhaps, the

s g -

\
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ort in 1979 con-

‘Parker Report underlines - the
important .role played by erst-
while Bangladesh Parishad bothk
i the library and cultura! fields
of the country.— r

5.3.6.7. The Bangladesh Pari-
shad is an organisation, said to
have rodelled on the British
Council, but operating mainly
within Bangladesh, which aims
o promote a sense of national
identity among  the people of
Bangladesh through organising
cultural activities of
kinds, including the. provision
of Library facilities, It is admi-
nestered , the Department of
Mass Communicotion of the Mi-
nistry of Information and Broad-
casting but consideration is be-
ing given to the . possibility. of
transferring it to the Minisiry
of Religious and Cultural, Affairs
and Sports.

5.3.6.2. There are five main-

Bangladesh Parishad Centres, in
Dhaka, Khulna, Rajshahi, Chit-
tagong and Mymensingh. (The
sixth Regional

was over) There are two sub-
centres in  Dhaka and one in
each of the other fownr towns.
There are fourteen district in-
formation centres in the dis-
trict headquarters towns not
served by the main  Parishad
centres, and 38  sub.divisional

information centres in ,subditi;; Public Libraries
* shy ¢ ) open Iendlng system, des-

sional - headquarters, 7 )

¥ |

. various:

- Centre was set -
up at Comilla after the surtey

Since .Bangladesh Parishad
originated after .independence
from Pakistan Council:and BNR,
we may look

organisaticns: '
PAKISTAN COUNCIL
Isolated from the system of
libraries developed under the
aegis of the PEducation Depart-
ment of the then protvincial gov-
ernment a two.pronged library
system, one sponsored directly
by the then Central Ministry of
Information & National airs
and the other under the provin-
cial Department of . Information

received spontaneous publie res- -

ponse .and . paved the way  to
the growth of an integrated
Publi¢- Library System in the
country.

Pakistan Council
direct supervision of Ministry of
Information am!  Broadcasting,
opened its first Centre at Moti-
jheel, Dhaka in August, 1964
and was closely followed by the
Centres at Chittagong (1965) and
Rajshahi (1967). Two_more Cen-
tres, one ut Khulna. - and the
other at Mymensingh came u
latef. . All these centres wit
open shelf libraries  provided
reading facilities to students and
general  readers and also lent

cut books for home reading.

Since the Central and Dlvisional.

remained ever
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\ - back 1o piobe..
Anto the functions gf these. two

under the

_—re
B

ding areas. !

““Set up in August, 1962 by the:
Bureau of National Reconstrue-.
tion at the head of its network
of Information and Reconstruc-
tion Centres in Dhaka and Na-
rayanganj, the Armanitola Cen-
tre i1s managed directly by the
Bureau with the assistance of an
11.member Advisory Committes,
The members of the ad¥iso

committee include 9 non-officials-

—5 Chairmen of the surrounding
Union Councils and 4 leading
educationists of the area. The
Deputy Director of the Bureau
is the ex-officio Chairman of the

committee. The Secretary of the

Committee is .also an official of
the Bureau who is entrusted to
look after the normal function-
ing of the centre, The Centre
has a skeleton staff consisting of
one Librarian, one peon, one
Darwan and a Sweeper.

. YApart from providing reading
facilities to0 peneral readers, the
Centire conducts some other pro.
grapnmes  including occasional

film shows, seminars and cultu-

ral programmes,, The Cultural
Week now being organised in-
tends to present to the readers
and wvisitors more or less a com-
pactnotion about the farious
functions of the Information
Centre.-v«- r ' e
{1,773 o be: concluded)
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