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ary social evils the world over,
drug addiction compares with AIDS

| Im terms of its baneful influence on
i the society. Drug addiction is of very
' recent growth in Bangladesh, The

 author rightly observes that since

t 1978 ilkegal drug trafficking started’in

, our country and drug addiction in the
~, society including in the student com-
;unity. Thus, the book is a timely
. response to a social malady which is .

1 “assuming an alarming pmpurtinn in
- +Bangledesh”. Its author,"a leading

\sociologist of Dhaka University, ful-

fils & social expectation.

. The book presents first the world
.scenario of drugs, the nature and”
iextent of drug shuse and trafficking

f in Bangladesh. It then seeks to iden-

" itify the actual state of affairs among -

1 'the sStudents of Dhaka Univérsity
who—as ‘the author claims—are
largel) representative of the studen:
mmmumty in the country. Finally,
1 the book supgests measures to eradi-

:tcate drug abuse,

The major findings of the book -
relatc to education, occupation, in-
-come and family size of the parents
of the students identified as* drug
iaddicts ‘These data are intended to
provide & social background of the

ilamilies the addicts come from. [t is

.revealed that the addicts come of

educated, affluent families. By press-

-mg parents and by other manipula-

- itions the addicts collect the necessaty
money. The drugs used include he-

)
1

|hash:sh ganja, opium, sleeping pil
Wwith heroin. The study identifies th _
places in the city of Dhaka whe
drig s avgilable and consumed
Onge tuken, drug cait hardly be gwcr

Aplarge majonty of the addicts have
been on it for the last 2-3 yeors.
Smoking of cigareets—both foreign
and domestio~-also goes with drugs.
A major reason for drug addiction i¢
. frusteation. (28%) and. it is alway: |
+ consumed with friends (50%). VCR
:is the enjoyment for most addicts
~ (74%) indicating that its effect has
not been healthy at ail. The effect of
 teligion and the habit of offering
Fnda)' praycr aré anything but 1egu-
lar. Another interesting discovery is
% that discipline at their home is of

MONG the major contempor-

jmi;r:. pathedina,'marijuana, cocqine,
‘the forefront of most social, intellec-
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.. . the sample size, how brg
S w0 universe 7 On what criteria, have
WU : - these students-been selected as drug
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. cross~checked by other relevant in-
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.. Halls concemed, the doctors treating

moderate nature and that most pa
rents are normal. This suggest tha
the addicts look to drugs for condi-
tions outside home, {love affairs;
frustration, just to ‘pass good. time -
with friends, etc.).

Having shown the drug addidtion
level hmorg the Dhaka Unwersity
students, the author goes on to sup-
gest how the evil can-be fought at _
soclal, governmental, fatm!y, schonl
and. religions levels.’

The book-is well rcscarched it has
presented us with the most recent
information about the  menacing
problem and its societal effects.
True, Dhaka University has been in

tual and political movements includ-
ing the freedom fighting. It is also
tni¢ that Dhake Upniversity i in-
creasingly becoming a place fer
several sorts of anti-social activitie
like drugs, hijacking, smuggling. *
arms and in-fighting among studen’
gr&upingn If guch things are no
nipped in the bud, these would cor
rode ofi social bonds and incapacitate
our youths. Thus, the book 18 ¢
contribution to.our social conscious
ness to grapple with drugs.
"However, the ctiology of the bool.
may be open to'question. It claim:
that 100 students have been inter- .

viewed (p.3). Fine. How are these

100 students chosen ? How many

" male and female ? If the number is
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. names of § teacher-supervisors who

- alarmidg pace {p. 12), but does not
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The names of 17 students of Dhaka
.Univ:rsity who collected data are
.given in page 73. What. about the

“guided the field research ? lt_is %
-claimed .that the researchers were |
given “sufficient instruction” about
-the survey. Does it ensure reliability ;
‘and validity of data collected ? The
Steps taken to increase reliability and
validity are not specified. What is the
guarantec that the responses are r
. most_ rehiable 7 Have these been’
!
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formation, such as—the opinion of
the Provosts and House Tutors of

the drug addicts, and the parents
presumably suppiymg the money ?
These cross-checks would have in-
creased the validity further.

The author observes that the num-
" ber of addicts is - increasing in an

quote any official figure. Tt would bé
useful to have the increases’ shown
year by year from 1978 to 1993 for a
trend. Whatever figures arc quoted
(pp. 12-13), these have not been
documented by source. At the same
time, it must be conceded that such
- figures aré difficult to collect as many
.are not reported at all,

The appendices are .valuable,
Appendix-B' gives the entire ques-
‘tionnaire for the readers to follow
the questions asked. The. bibliogre.
phy is useful, but it has no entries in
Bengal or ‘any publications from
Bangladesh, Several spelling mis-
takes can be noted throughout the
book, may be duc to bad proof
re.ading

These comments nntmthsiand:ng,
the book deserves to be studied by
policymakers, politicians, university
students, teachers and the parents
for & proper perspective of the drug
addiction among Dhaka University

studenis.
The book has been reviewed by




