UALA LUMP‘UR Pnpula-
tion -growth, quality of life,
health gthe environment. These are
some of the urgent issues that require’

system If basic:education for 80 per
cent of the world’s children by tha
vear 2000 is to be met. .
‘How effectively education leaders
and the education cummumty as a
whole respond to these major chal-
lenges will have a direct effect on the
quality of life and future develop-
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{ prepared by the United Nations Edu-
cational,
Graamsatmn (UNESCO),

The report notes that 3,400 mil-
‘hon, or almost two-thirds of the

1 wnrlds popuiation, live tn A';la and
1 the Pacific.

sents major problems for economic
growth and ‘for tackling problems
such as pﬂven}f and need to improve
| health ‘services and -the adeguate
provision, of food,” notes the report
| which was distnbuted during the

of education and economic planning

UNESCO. with the cooperation of
UNEconomic and Social Commis-

ESCAP) held here.

attention from Asia’s educational

-ment of the region,” notes a report

Scientific, and Cultural.

/.
*Continued-population gruwth pre-

sixth regional conference of ministérs - ; |
- - The AIDS {Acquired Immune De-
in Asia and the Pacific, arganised by -

sion .for ‘Asia and;the Pacific.

DI.IE. {0 rapld pupulauuu gmwth m-

“the region, the mimber 6f primary
school-age children-(6-11 years nid)
will increase from 409 million to
- about 481 million by the year 2000: -

Over the past decade, the econo- .

mic performance of many developing -
1cnunmes i the' region has. been

As1an Educators Tackle Major
Reglonal Issues

Puverty is often assoclated with low educatmn standards and
lack of reievant employment skills

-authorities.

- <In the absence Df the vamne
~ education_for the prevention of ‘be-

haviours_that lead 1o infection with
the . AIDS -viras is- essential,’ the
"UNESCO report notes. It adds that
AIDS education within the school

impressive.. Average gross.national .« curriculum is a’necessity. -, .

. product (GNP) per capita-in Eastern

~ Asia and the Pacific increased from

- US$390 in 1980 to US$590 in 1990.,
In South Asia, it grew from US$230

~ to US$330 dunng the same pennd

. Overall economic conditions in the.
region remained strong in 1990 to
1992, despite a qlump - the world -
economy. -

Despite lmpresmve " economic
gains, poverty remains a 'major prob-
lem in the region. ‘Poverty 1s.often
associated with low education stan-
dards and lack of gelevant employ-
ment skills,” the report observes. ~

ficiency Syndrome} pandemic s an
1examplc of bow education plays a
' rulg in socio-economic development.
This i$ so because more Asian than
Africans will be infected by AIDS 1n
the mid-1990s, according to health

‘Health
- change. Centre for Asia «and©the

' Feducatars teachers and studentﬁ

notes the region faces deforestation.-

-Responding to the AIDS, pande- |

* mic, UNESCO collaborated with the ~
. World Health Organisation in estab-

lishing the -'AIDS "Educatién. and
‘Promotion Materials’ Ex-

Pacific (AIDSED Centre). It became -
~operatiopal in 1990 but cased its

. operation at the start of this year due

to lack of financial support.-
But before it cased, operation,-

. AIDSED {entre was -able 1o collect
.a large number of AIDS education
“bogks,
. among many others. Its .compute-

mﬂnngraphs and articles,
rised data base was made availablé to

In recent years, concern about the
environment has also assumed an
important r:ﬂnmdiaratmn tn develop- -
ment planning. The UNESCO report

| growing DDHEEI‘I‘I in the region about
- global warming and the de,pletmn ﬂf

| ma]ur challegge in helping to achieve *
sustainable davelnpment based on

- plans’ the report -point3 out. |
The UNESCO report was drawn |

. Sbjectives to be achieved at the end
. of the century. They are:

- the world’s children by the year 2000, .
.reduction of the adult-illiteracy ratg |

. — Bepthnews As:a.

—

air and water pnl]utmn floods and -
landslides, . reduction of biological
dwersny and_ so on. There is also a

the bzone layer. |
~“Couniries of the region -face a.

their past expestence, the current
state of the environment and future

from the report and recommenda-.
tions. of ihie several conferences con-
ducted over the past decade, inchud-
ing the Jomtiem ¢onference held in
1990, which provided UNESCO the
opportunity to “remind  leaders in-
Asia and the Paclﬁc that an educated
pﬁpu]attun was a nation's most reli-
ahle engioe fur grnwth

Snme 2.000 educattﬂn leaders
irom 150 countrics who pamc;pated
in the Jomtiem cﬂnference in Thai-
land set their sights on three main

basic
education for at least 80 per cent of

by 50 per cent of its 1990 level; and
- equality of educatmn nppnrtumty for I
girls and boys.- !
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