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’ | ane Minister Begum ‘Khaleda!
Zla *today - said. overall

%develn pment of an  agrarian

country :like Bangladesh is not
possible without changmg the lnt |

ul' the peasantry. - - &
-, She -was = speaking* at a

mammuth ‘Fpeasant rally at Atrai -
in the gnorthemn district 'on the -

'nccasmn ‘of .inauguration of -the
Te- eicavatmn fwnrk xnf "Zla
L Prevmusly knnwn as Na]mara'

Khaal, the canal was reexcavated - .
first'in-1980 *and reramed after . -
. Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman ¥

. ‘who inaugurated it.
- Recalling Zia's initiative in
,canal digging and re-excavation,

- the- sucm-ecunnm ic cundmﬂn 'Df
' mra.l masses.

- the .« country’

realme:d that cnunu‘y S pmgress
depended on the improvement of,

N An additional 12 lakh' fhetric

tons of foodgrain was Frnduced in
Hlowing,
introduction of the pro :u'nmf.a:,5
the Prime Ministét reminded. i
Treadmg .her - late - husband’ s
_-path, “Begum: Zia- launchedla
cmmtryw:de canal—dlggmg and &

je‘excaVafiofi - progfammie Jon }.

3 "Nuvember 22 last at Demra near

ﬂleca;nta] o S
Fhe  government has 'nﬂ“f 11
redeslgned the . prngramme ,’
. meticulously -so that' it yiélds i
' desired results‘and help improve -

- 'the Jot of the. rural "people, -

_sh;: said the, Ij!te leac@gr hnd

Lastpageml4 .

o C‘unld ‘from Page- .
Be Zia smd and referredto’a’

hig h—le. el ‘national committee =
- national development progra-
. mmes is the prime nb_lecuve uf

furmed in this regard. - -
" She called upon- the people
mespecuve of party affiliations to -

partictpate -in the programme -

‘enmasse to ‘make the country

 self—reliant in food and ensure -

« welfare of the COMIMOnNYan. .

" More than 12 lakh peuple
would be beneficiaries of the re-
excavation of about ¢~4.72—-

kilometre canal which links the *

rivers-Atrai and Chhoto Jamuna
in the district.

- Nea:rlydéﬂﬁﬂhectares of land
will be saved from  flood
onslaughts' wh.tle an additional
one lakh acres of land ¢an be -
_brought under cultivation during
the dry .season by means nf
frrigation. - |
" The digging and redlggmg uf
canals ‘and ponds, .which has
started in different parts of the

|country, is designed to facilitate

irrigation, flood control and
fplsc:culture .

Trees planted on buth mdes of
| the canals will help increase the

greener}r and = improve the

' degrading environment, the Prime - -
: people’ from all walks of life - |

_Joined the Prime Minister with

Minister remarked.

! 'LI;lhe ]:}t;_lﬂ]ﬂﬂ would be involved

. With wellare programmes, Begum -
Zla said, ‘adding the canal
excdvation’ and. re-cxcavation -
£ would be carried out vnluntanly |

1

sthE area to resist smuggling at

W Y a FE. K

o as lhe guvermnent did- not hﬁv >

-all the required resources.
Integratmn of people with

-democracy.”

She gave '‘a clarmn r.:all for -all .!:f
to rebuild . the cnuntry and its ¢
economy, ruined By nine years of , ~*
autocracy, without which "our

| lndependence_ will - be.

.meaningless.”

. The Prime Minister'sa'id her
government would encourage
small- and cottage mdustnes i
rural areas to gear up economiic =
activities and solve the

- unemployment problem.

Begum Zia urged the peoﬁle of .

any cosi, saying it is squeezing .
the market of local products and,

- thereby, adversely affecting

indigenous. industries and
hindering growth of new ones.
About l.he local problems, she

*

- -said the ongoing construction of -

Naogaon road would-be completed . .
in time, the Naogaon Hospital

‘upgraded to a 100—bed one and
. the' Barendra Prn_;act restarted -

SO0T1: - |
Thnus:mds of men: women and 5

spade in hands in ihauguration of -

- the  canal’ re- excavatmn s
_programrne

JLabour.and Manpower Mnuster .
Abdul Mannan Bhul ft,- State t
Minister for Land Kabu* Hossain,
Staté - Minister for Finance
Mﬂ}lbﬂl‘ Rahman, State Minister " ,
_for Law Barrister Aminul Hug,

1 Farida Hassan, MP and.local MP ?/

1 Alamgir Hussam also spoke on-
the OCCasion) -
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