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5 Infurmatmn
h mthm the technn]ngu::ally advanced

o

-.works in¢reased with the pioneer
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information

semces_ in Lthe ﬁElL_C} of, agricul-
" tuge..are.; nﬂw,.m, e.all over. the

world ranging.from theyse,of elabo-

..i"-'.

'-'vu:es to cnmputenzf:d databases.
prucessmg centres

natlm:ls are tﬂ numﬂmus to hist.
A similar situation gxists at the

. _rate abstractmg .and mdemng ser- -

international level Wherﬂ the Inter-

_Mational System for the Agricuiiural
" Stiences and Technology (AGRIS),

”me: Current "Agricuitural . Research

E_nfm_'matmn System (CARIS) and

+ " the Internatibnal Food Information
_,_ﬂSr:lf:nce: (IFIS), -to- mention’ just a

..few have’ grown to gain intergovern-
. ment recognition and support. The
situation ;was remarkably different

mf cﬂncerns e o

= aThe three: ma;m' pmhlems whlch i
| ‘,mnmbut.e -directly: fo: the gmstmg
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complications in the management of’i .l

agricultural mfurmatmn are 1dent1-

tied as: - T . .L-

‘e thé two If:vels c:f ﬂperatmn “’.
‘agriculture; »
- # the mtdndlsczphnary nature l}f ;
-agriculture and; oL PR
® the imprecision nf thﬂ !erm-

agricultural literature. .

The two levels: There is a WE“—- -
Known dzchntumy in agriculture the - -
-world over but parﬂcularlv notice- -

able. in developing -countries. - This

- gap has been created and-is being

Iess than agncuitural documentation -

struve far. mtemannnal
ledgement

It appears: that the demand - for

suphlstlcatf:d mformation nrgamza—
Jtion. 1n agnmﬂture sfarted "to -gain
‘momentum in-international circles

"ﬁ(mm*er‘ . that
. documention received an initial spur

fmm the ‘documentation 'of nuclear |,
: science literature.

. The- ~demand for
more and better information net-

success story of INIS (International
sNuclear Information System).

The documentation of nuclear in-

fﬂrmatlﬂn at“the international level
was seen by niany as a tnassive drive
- 1n the wrong direction particularly
as’ nuclear scterice could not be
prﬂved to be the de facto need of

!‘3-_ the world. As John Woolston later

put it-in- an address he read at a

mmﬂﬂtmg of informiation , scientists,

“I—hst‘urj,r ‘would have no respect for
' governments that would invest mil-
lmns for an information’ system in,

atomic energy and then neglect to
e‘mzﬂm adequate investment for a
similar system in agiicultuze.. To do

" that. would-show disregard for the

real prlunt]es of this world in which

. the majority of men and women are

suﬂ'enng the debilitating effects nf
not having enough to eat.’

INIS, according to Buntrock, pEr-
-mitted lntergﬂvernmental coopera-
tion on a large scale and it was from
here the puhtlcal impagt of informa-
- HO| nehmrks grew, his therefore
paved the Way towards international
* co=operafion for AGRIS and other

L tntematmnal information network

for- which' agricultural documenta--
tion is now famous the world over.

- Woolston -further remarked that

“there is an enormous potential for
mcreasmg world . foed production
simply . by. applying existing know-
Iﬂdge .The emphasis has therefore,
beer on increased food production
by the application :. of “existing
knowledge ” thmugh prnper in-
formation $ervices.

“From, the urgent- demand*fnr
food, grew the need for mfnnnahnn
in . agnculture This - pmblem X
however, was not-as Simple* or' ass
¥ straight forward as it was with thie

% documentation of.atomic info
? tion. Complications arose from the
ghandhng of -agricultural hterature

L

the solutions.to whichk have eve :Jed,

the classic librarian up to the pre.”

* SeIH, Even now the problem . of |
mfnnnatmn managenent still heads -

:fhe agricultural librarian’s fong list

JCRHDW*

wlth the prolific production of agn-. |.
_gultural Jiterature. It 1s believed, ||
agricultural
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- widened largely by ‘the vested in-":
terest which . varidus , governments -
havé shown in: agnculture. _Gavern-'
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ment partm:patmn m agncu!ture is.

F LR LR

- -5" .

Intlorm twn Management In

-

-——B Oviss Oruma

."_ easlly _;ustified by the argument that
agrn:ulture provides the people with 3
the basic essential of Jife food. .5 -

Related to the provision of food is™*

the contribution which agrlculture
~makes to people’s health, economy
.and - indeperidence - or se]f-depend-'--
-~ ence; This ‘explains. why most gov-
" ernments -have protectionist restric-
- tions on. agricultural practices to
. ensore that himan nufrition and the.
. nation’s economy is to a farge extent
mdependent of foreign supphes "
. Such prnten:tmmst Ieasures as gov-
emmental supervision and financial =
suhmdtes fur agncultural research -

Son with maost other fi elds uf study.’
- The is then _twn-phased_ prablem
‘arisipg’ frofm <national povernments -

subsrdles _to _institutionalized agri-
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'culfilral rmarch when tlns is nn]f

L

semnﬂarv in terms of pmductmn fo

{_ ;the unsubs:dued tr&dlhunﬂl pracﬂoe

VL A

__of jagricalture.” In° genera] arid | 'ﬁs

Malta and Brennen obsérved “3gr1 B ]
.- cultural research is not in the hands | °
. -'of - the private agriculturist” but.in {*
 the instifutionalized - Gwemment’
“aided research programmes.. - i
- Ironically, however, agncu]turni'“' ‘
- production is in the hands of the™:|.
. -private agrli:ulturlst “In pract:ca] -3 ]
- terms this means that the informa-
: "services in agm:ulture are {
directed towards. the research level }s
~which is- different from the local
prnductmn fevel, the level: that is 1§
'trachtmnal]y respuns:hie for the. ma-- {1
~ jor. agricultural nutput : : '

{(To be mntmueﬂ}
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