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sldency in the: country’s thir
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date from the peoph for hil

policies ‘and programmes,
Preﬂldent Ershed had huge

margin of 20233,344 votes over -

“his nearest rival Molmmmadul-

tory, President Ershad pnlled
9,17.17,114 votes, steadily buil-
ding up -his TUNAWAY lead over

the tivals ever since thé be-
ginning of the counting of bal-

lots : F .
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Descnbing the country's ‘th-“'d e h e s
elecunn as -a: historic ogcasion . puzie o JTodEd

they said' that’ it would usher
ina-new era of the country's

pla o ‘the cnuntry “could en-

joy their-democratic rights and

the country could -move ahead

along ‘the democratic path in

ﬁe sp‘.l.rit of tha Liberatiun
ar, -

.’ Mr M.A. Hye and Sa?eed Tﬂ- ©REi
feek ‘acting CHairmam and gets £ 5 S0 -
ing. Secretar? General of J ana-' ErEa g ek
-dal. in"a joint' statement ex- £
pressed their thanks to the peo~  Eulii-Riise.y
ple -for. giving thelr overwhels -  feins - s f‘f'*
ming verdict in favour of Pre- o
| sident Ershad in ﬂae preslden- -
ﬁal pﬁll. o !
. They said that- the successﬂ:l
Jhaldlng ‘of the presidential elec~
$lon marked the opening of a |
new’ horizen "in the hmtory af
demﬂ'ﬂh Ve :' " 11
. " They=reritised the "negntive-'_
.atﬁtude“ of some - oppesition -
~partles. ; . and noted that the
» country’s :iransition zto demo- "
| CIracy . was ham;:ered by their
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“past years that benelited . the
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- “With peace. and atabillty
achleved (through the polls),

weé can. take prﬂgram:nes to

achieve our nh]ect.ives" tha

; Presldent sald. -

+ One ol the ub;ectlves is to

attain fnod autarky in five
years, the -President said. .

“He emphaslsed the. need

teeming milllons in the rural
‘areas. ‘would further he streng-'

t0 -
t:hange the a.dministmtlve By3. .

ties to foil the pull.
happy that -the right —6f fran-
_chise of the people has been

upheld. through the polls and

constitutional process for. est-
ablishing an elected govern-

ment was completed fuleilling

' my pledges to end ‘Martial .
Law”, he sald,

Attired in light dark suit. tha
President was flanked by Prime -
Minister Mizanur Rahman 3
. Chowdhury, Infurmaﬂun :
_.ter Anwar Zahid, Irrigation and; .
Flood Control Minister Anisul .
Islagn Mahmud and Press Ad- -
. viger to the- -President M. Tajul
Islam, - ‘ i
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| BSS adds: _Replyi.ng to 8
guestion, President Ershad -
said, “1 am pot uphappy about

the election and the turnout -
of votes to mY assessment 18

1_amund 50 to 60 per cent. Turd-
out is bigger in rural arcad

‘than in urban areas as paid
huodlums created reign of ter- |
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part of the opposition politi tical .
parties to allege
pull because:
had sald earlier that there Was , .,
. mentionable. candidate aga-’
' _mst him. Since’ |
ce of Bangladesh, it had be-,
'cnme a tradition to.blame the
winner by the losing. party of
rigging the poll: ~.
In this context, President
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"dent - Sattar by’

'led by Sheikh Hasina at.
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‘ ' and the Jatiya Party members, . (5 e Ershad .
| fur participating - --in y . . . i | I.
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' had now. paved i the way for ' tional -Awami Party - (I-‘azlul), 3 :

- gstablishing a- denpcraﬂc .gnv- ~ Mr. AXKM. Fardul Hug, in |

' _ernment : and were happy - statement wel 1comed Presid entf .I

" preak .. the . present. pﬂliﬂcal ‘prshad . and said his victo ,

_j stalemate. # “wrould conanllﬂat: naﬂanr:}i; |
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! thr:urgh the opposltion had gal m;;e promote the politics n:! de- ' ,

| ed hartal-on Wednesday X~ velopment. | |

cepting Dhaka, there were =0 The President and the Gene- |

} reports of any unpleasant inele- .0 Gecretary of Vikrampur !

. % dence anywhero €lse in thé “pau) Shilpi -Samity, Mr Seral-,

cuuntr? " ul Islam-Xhan and Mr Harun- l

" He expressed his aurpﬂﬁ& cle

‘ar-Rashid Mollah, congratulated !

claiins that 00" progident Ershad for his thum-= .. '

‘ ting opposition.
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- The 'polls result,
appeared academic afuer £Ome

time, pecple remained glued tad .

their TV ard Redio, to ascer-
tain the extent of landslide,

The landslide victory oR
when all the results are com-
clear rejection of the polities of

the popular chnice for. - the
continulty of peace and stapl-

By A Staf Reporter

_Pres:idént Hussain Muham-
mad Ershad on Thursday pled-

ged to inyest all his energles
his term as. clvilian President.
. Enunclating objectives of his
programmes for the next ﬂgé_
years, Pressdent Ershad told a
crowded post-electiun press cone
- fereppe at Bangabhaban that -
efforts would be made to demo-
cratise the government reduce
the poverty create more eém..°
ployinent through broadening
the industrial sector, invite pri
vate angd foreign mvestment and .
continue - with ‘privatisation
“programme {0  improve tha
qualfty of fife. * -." ~-
1 President
pres‘ldential

—

polls , *would give

and stability in the political
field to attain the objective of
economic Emanclpaﬂun ‘

' Prestdent Ershnd said that
the Martial Law would he with-
drawn immediately after the

approval of the
Bi]l oh four and a ha.it years

-

| istratinﬁ and above al] its nwn .
-demigeratic value in the Oglo- -

" though

which the result will end up
plied was not & surprise, It was '
threat and disorder and reflects

for ;5 “better tomorrow” during .

_Emﬁ&d' sald the |

~ :-the country * _required ~peacr .

y The Presldent hoped that the
" section of political parties which

Ratification .

lity built pamstakmgl{_’ over al referendum and election 4
| El;el IH a:t. tuflm yealgs;'mr ullding - Nationa) Parliament, The pros
Bang - eess concluded with the hol
~he presidential - election-1983, o presidential polls afberdmi
incidentally 1g the fullilment of determmed eﬂorts by the
- the pledge by President Ershad Government,
. about the restoration nt’ demo- Political circley think now
. eracy in the country, - * st the presidential pod {s
‘The pmm of tramiﬁon to wer {he - Parliament will- be
democracy -started - with - the caned into gession soon to be
electiong ta the local bodley : follqwed by the passage of the
- with & speclal focis on the upa- Ratification Bill and the full
zila._ system. of decentralisation withdrawl of Martial Law and,
of administration. These elec- revival of ihe guq:ended Cons’
tiohg were followed hy a nation-’ Hrution [
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moned within 14 days after the
President tekes ocath of office,
(Ang the President takes oath
of office op the next aay of the
publication of the officla] re-
sult of ° election. “It¢ would
take a couple of . days” thn
Presldent hoped '

The President dia aot spect.
fically say when the Martial
Law would be withdrawn bud

observed that he was egar that
1t was wit-hdrawn ea,ﬂy‘ -

. Asked on &upport of two-
thirds majority which “the §
ruling Jatiys ~Party did not

enjoy, . President, Ershad ex.
pressed the hope that the oppo
sition parties whieh went to
- Parflament with slogasi for']
ending Martlal Law would lewd
the due support, “They m'
‘that the ML would Be prolong-.
ed if the bill 15 not ratiﬂ " tb;'
PrGSident said -

;.,t

dia not particlpate in the polls
realised thelr mistakes, “I am
certain the parliament mem-
bers of that party will partics
pate in the Jatlya Sangsadp



