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veferred to ine proposal made
by a certain Quaiter for awend
ing the Constitulion and even
holding :2lections under a mar-
tial ordinance suiting fo their
npeeds, He said “i told theln
categorically that we will not
change the Constitution by ap-
plying Martial Law only 'the
people’s elected representatives
have the vight t¢ amend it”

He said our loyuity to de-
mocratic principles has inspir-
ed us to toke this stand.

President Ershad menticned

- the reformative n:easures offec
ted by his Governmment for
improving the socio-econoinic
condition of the country dur-
ing the last four years, which
included decentralisation of

administration and judicial sys
tem land reforme, new eco-
pomic policy for a balanced
growth of privaie and publiQ
sectors and sald these far-rea-
ching steps have already open
ed up a new vistia for progress
on the socio-economic tronis,
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. The following is the English

rendering of address to the

nation over rardlo und Televi-

gion by Prosident Hussain Mo-

hammad  Ershad ovn Sunday

evening reports BSS, _
RBismillabir Qahmanir Rahim
Dear Countrymen

Assalamu Alaikym,

After another few days, four
vears will be completed since
the responsibility to run the
country was vested jn us, w_ﬂ
had to take up this responsi-
bility at a promulgated due to
unavoidable reasons, When we
took up the responsivilily we
had three major goals like
some reforms in the socio-eco-
nomic and administrative fields
econotilic  rehabilitation and
transferr (0 democratic rule
within a short time,

I had heid out the assurance
that we would place Bangla-
desh as a nation radiant in its
own individual before the
world,

I have co... before you io-
day to tell something about the
background of my assurance
and also to aunnounce an im-
portant decision.

We had assured of reforms
the exisiing administrative
systern bad the lomg nuriured
socio-economic system in vogue
in the country. No direct link
between {ne administrative
gysiem and the people could
§T0W up, the participation ot
people in administration does
not arise,

Although lip service was paid
to the principle that the people
are the source of aill power,
ye!l in course of the first de-
cade of our independence no
practical effort was made to

iy
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establish  the people ag the
Main element of contrel and
eXeculion of power,

We have tried to take the
administration nearer to the
common hten. We underfcok
the step to decentralise the
adminisiration with a view tg
establishing the direct autho-
rity of the people on it. We did
it from the point of realisa-
tion of its historic necessity.
The upazila system is the first
important step in that direc-
tion. For the first time in our
history, the administrative exe- -
cutive power has been vested

in the hands of the people s re-
presentatives.

Dear counirymen,

With the introduction of the -
upazila system -the administra-
tion has not only gone ‘nearer
to the people but the power to
adopt plannnig locally and im-
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The F-ang;?z-desﬁ Tines

' stared getting the he

unfavourable situation, the na.
tional economy was going to be
in great danger of becoming
crippled with foreign lgans and

turoing into a matket for fore
eign goods. Instead of producs
tion increase in the mills and
factories the state exchequer
was under heavy pressure and
an anarchy was prevalling in
the entire economy.

This situation was beyond thé
_capacity of our society, It
was urgently nceded to end
such a sitaation without deluy
not only fo streamline oul
economy but elso to protect
cur existence It was a great
challenge. - .

We had to face these challen-
gss soon after our taking up
1l e respunsibility. We had
to teke up the hard and com-
plicated programmes in the
fields of industry, banks and
insuraoce, production and ca-
Iitai development wund capital
investment,

And by the grace of Allah,
we had succeeded in our pro-
grammes. We could success-
fully overcome the crisis &nd
free the ecor.my from the
Stugnant podition by disinvesting
capital from iucusiry, banks
and hsursoce and by paving
the ways for private investment
in the industrial sector. Thé
rate of GDP in 198182 in the
COUBTY wag 1.61 per cent bud
it increased to 4.2 per cent in
the year 198485,

It was gaid that Bangladesh
would Live if ¢8 thousand vils
jages live. Agiin sixty-eight
thousand villages meaa crores
vf peasants of the couqtry, bes
cause peasuntg meke up 30 per
cent of the ccuntry'’s population,
Lend and peasantg are the back-
bonc of our economy and they
contribute the -icn’g share to
the GDP,

Lend reform .5 the precoa
dition fcr the meaningful deve
lupment in the agricultural sec-
tor. Buf this mpovient work
wgs neglected in the past, We
took up this mast urgent task
on priority bes;s. We have
brought about -significant re.
form, to the renturies-old land
fenure svstem. In our society
agriculture! labiurers and far
merg are per-:ps the most de-
prived secrion  ‘We have been
uble to k2 an honourable
ftand in resp.ct of theip wage
Structure.  We have heen able

to end the perpetual uncertain.
ty of the sharecronperg whose
conitibutiva (0 the s¢ricultural
vrodection is most significant,

We believe that the funda-
mental reforms m adminisira-
tion economy and ja-d ensure
System have marked e begin-
ping of & fur r2arhing change
12 the socCio-evonomic el Oup
people have in .he meantime
nefits of
these changes.

I have mentiseed earlier that
we began the work of ruwning
Be government with criticad
fod deleit, Dean age of crope
by suceessive nutura! calamities
deepened that erisis still fur-
ther. Mary hed expressed the
epprebension that Bangiudesh
a8 pofax to face a faumine sl
more d!nstaﬁng than- that of
10714, X declreed that we would

2ot ellowr & eingle man to die
ef starvstim. By the graca
of Allah and with the united
Crdeavoupe of the pewple ad-
Minfstration end Armed Worces
we had bten able to face the

eshmity. Not a single man

dod of tiarvetion,
Degr eountrymen,

' T pleged to estaMlish Bangla-
desh with new dignity on the
« woTid’'s map, we chall give still
greater dignity to eve.ymun in

of the Opposzition parties and
in honour of the

. w0 &ﬁg&mgg.s...,

arliamentary poliss

clev2ted to a newer scale on
the besis of goverelgn equali-
iv. cur tle’ with gJi countries
of the vworld are deeper today,
Rea) gladesh, rith witn the
zpirit of the grent nativnal Ube
ration war of 1971, today 9tands
withh syll greater seif-confi-
dence, By the sida of the peace
loving and freedom joving peo-
p1;5§ the world including those

of Palestine, Namibja, Afghs-

pistan and Kampuchca. JB3ngla ,
desh today s the recognised
voice of the deprived peoples
cf the world,

Dear cowwrrymen,

Eversince I had taken ovet
the administration of the coun-
try 1 have 2aid time and agaip
that the Martial Law was not
a long-lerm or permancnt ar-
rangemient for any country, !
gaid my government and I be

lieve in (emocracy, I also suid
that our obhjective was to eeta-
pliish a multi-party democra-
tic society and to resore tae
corstitutiona] rule on g firm in-
stitutional framework.

I bave gald, this i3 o Martia]
‘Law with a dlffcrence, The
Martial Law kad to be promul-
galed due to unavoidable rea
sais, But we have not abrogat
ed the Constitution, We have
suspended it. We did not want
to theow the country into a Con
situtional wacuum, When we

anrounced our decision to hold
vlectiong on the basis of sus-
pended Constituytion some guad
ters proposed to amenq the
Constitrtion jtseif. Even soms
suggested holding of eicclion
cot on the basjs of suspended
Coustitution byt through o

Martial law decice, But 1
stood firm on the 1Ssug of Coa-
stiutjon. 1 toid them clearly,
we would not ameng the Con:
Etitution by the power oi
Martia] Law, The jurisdjcliony
of amending the Constjtution
lies with the electeq represen
tatives of the people. Our alle-
giance to demogrelic system
inspired us to take ttis stand.
From this realisation ] had
promised, when ] togk over
the responsibiity of the gov-
ernment, that we would return
to a democratic system within
two years, | had ;aid that pow-
¢r would be transferred {o elec
ted representatives in phases.
I believe that in order to en-

sure absolute sovoreignty of

the people and to make the
democratic system. complete
power should be handed over

1o peoples representaives from

the lower levels upto the na-
tional level,

Being true to my thinking
and promtise, I had first arrang
ed for the elections of the un:-
e councils and the municipal
councils. In the second phase,
elections for the Upazila Chair-
nen were scheduled for 241k
March, 1984, In the third phasa
date for the presidetitia) poils
was fixed on 24th May, 1984
keeping up with the suspended
Constitution and application of
the  procedures of the 1973
polis. Some of the opposition
groups and parties expressed
their reservations about the
decision .of the government
énd demanded that parliament
ary pells should be held before
any other elections, In the -
terest of social amity and poli-
tical harmony which my gov-
ernment placed above everyth-
ing, the schedules for elec-
tions of the Upazila Chairmen
and the presidential polls were
declared postponed, '

In keeping with the opinion

suspendod
Constitution, we decided to

plement it has alsec now been

vested in their hands, Civil and distinetion.

8 maticr glorified with

itg -}Wnt

bold the presidential and par-
liamentary polls on the same
day. The polls date was fixed

Criminal courts now have rea-

The call for s'recgthening the

112

A0 nen,

pital based administration,

We have therefure, deceatra-
lised the judiciary in confor-
mity with the scocial reality
and ihe hopes and aspirations
of the people, The High Court
branch of the Syupreme Court
are now in six centres outside
the capital and the steps have
helped thie general pegple in
availing of higher judicial fa-

ched muoch nearer tg the come

Decentralisation of the capi-
tal-based judiciary was equal-
ly necessary side by side wilh
the decentralisation of the <a-

konds of friendship und co-ope-
ration among the Sonth Asiun
¢.untrlee wae first ustered from
Bangladesh That ~heriched
objcetive has now +:%ern shupe.
The summit of the Hcads of
State and Government of the
eeven South  ASian countries
wag hweld on the cofl of Bangla-
desh In December 1x¢t. The
South Asian Ascne’atian for Re-
glocel Co.operution (SAARQC)
was bom in e e.nital of
Ravpgisdesh. Teadership  of
this Association symbolising the
 friend"hin and co.operation of
one hundred erire people of
thle region had firet heen siven

not fuifilled and the polls had
to be postponed once aga

then, invited the opposition
parties for a national dialogue
in the interest of political am-
ity and understanding. We have
always believed that delay in
the peaceful trangition to dee
mocracy would never do any
good for the country and the
nation, :

.myself end my colleagues had

on May 27 and we expected
that all quarters would accept
our decision in its right per-
spective end without  being
cmotional. But our hopes were

My government and mysel’,

During the national dialogue

the country was not at zll in
good shape. On the contrary it
could be said that the economy
was in a shattered condition.
The foreign exchange reserve
was abnormaliy low, The slow
ness in the industrial produc-
tion had caused great concern,
We had started our function
with appalling food deficit.

The indiscreminate nationa-
lieation in the industrial and
commercial sectors did not help
production, It &lso did not ex~
pedit. the industrialisation and
the development and fRourisli-
m=nt of notional capitzl too.
Ruther the atternpt had narroey
22 down the ipdustrialisation

ied Nationg
Septem

will reflect

werlg body.

upeoming UN

cilities. .%o Banglzdesh,  Rangladesh
\Wher the power was vested today is remresercative of unity
in us in 1982 the economy of Of 100 erere oemle,

The Organisaiion cf the Ig-
lamijc Conference (01C) Foreign
Ministers’ conferenca wag held
in Nhaka, The unity
lami Ummah wiag consolidated
at this corference, Bangladesh
had achieved a nigher Jdignity
in the Musiim world _

Genera] Assembly of the Uni-

beging in
ber next The
Assembly
the wilness yet,

ancther manjfestation of {lic re
cogrition of this gignity of Ban
gladish.  Bangladesh
sume the pregidency of the

will as-

Our relatios with all nelgh

Apd Avestment, Becayse of the hnE;-inﬁ gqgntrjes have been

of the Is-

- for restoration of demactacy

talks with over 50 political pare
tles, We had tried to under-
stand .thelr attitudes on the
issues of elections and transie
tion t¢ democracy. The main
political parties incluyding the
alliances had perticipated in
the dialogue, They had infor-
med us of thelr demands and
gtands regarding elections both
verbally and in writing.

We had analysed their de-
mands deeply and announced
the decielon of holding the parll
ament elections first as they
had demanded with a view to
honouring thelr cpinion and
to be falthtul to our promiss

in the couniry st the earliest
possible time. I had algo reall-
r2d their mzin  preconditions




