ﬁ-s faz. tracL as f.iar..,h 23, 190%
I wrpte ‘an article “entitled “Fit-

'.-"Pak:sta.u (1848-62) 7 published in

{ the Pakistan Observer, incorpor-
ated in a: Book entitled "Stud-

| “#es in Juvénile Delinguency and

| - Gsime mm East Pakistan” publish-
ed by the College of Social Wel-

~ fare & Research Centre, Dhaka
in April,. 1966,

Thﬂse 15 years’ crime ﬁmu'es
" wire  campiled from respective
_ annual Police Adnumstmtmn re:
;- ports. Thanks to the concerned
-authnnues for these reports, al- -
- lowing fﬂr certain mebttable
time - lag, these. are -still being
Published and students of Sochil
Sciepnces, particularly those of
“Criminology, ‘Sociology and So- -
cial Welfare have these statistics
for iheir- studies and research
| -and" for whatever conclusions
‘they: hay like to draw Emm_
; th‘“’m *

REpruduced hermv:th from
" above references.: - '

NUMBER ‘of cases reparted 10
- Palice between 1948 to 1962 i~
| Bast Paklstan o

,@_fear

4948 - 49,881
1949 - 67,731
- 1950 . - 68212
LA%5LTT . g3sam
v 1952 53892
- 1953 - 59678
1954 - « 5877
1955 - 58678
1956 .. é1102
. 1987 . 7 74257
L 1958 .. 70,895
. 199 - 74355
<, 1960 - 70837
1961 "59991_ -
1962 Y210

iFrnm Stud:es n Juvemle De-
llnquﬂncy and Crimge in- East-
Pakistan bv Salahuddin Ahmed}
- * Former Defence Secretary,;
Government of Bangladesh.
- Since 194748 the then East
Pakistan's’ population of only 43
million. in 1983 reportedly stands
at- 9093 million. In addition 1o
-more than doubling up of the
.population, urbanisation, indus- .
mahsaunn and economic deve-
-lopment however chequered.
stunted and disturbed these may
 hdave been, because of libera-
- tion .war and lately drying up of
‘fure:zn asslstam:e and  erosion
of . purchasing power due to fall
in, the real values of our resour-
' ces and rise ip the cost of im-.

-~ he called Bﬂ“i’fﬂ‘ﬁﬂ ‘termns - of
~trade 2 there” has been .after all .
mme dmlopment . in tena;r
~areas in“the ‘chunlry side 'have
. been ‘opened up, more road tran- -
{ sport vehicles ply and penples
. | .maobility have increased meni-
1 fold. In addition to the above
- socic-economic. background, . de-
velopment ‘of the Jinfrastiructure,
- unem;lin?ment recession, infia-
E- tion . and h]gh cost of hvmz eic,
;, have added significant - burden
i and -economic distress on the’
4 ﬁmm ment. A large majority
1- of the pophlation are living be
; low ‘the- nbsolnte poperty’ ling
g to an. cérstwhile Fin-
— m.c Mmlster more than 80 per
eent pmﬁk: live below the pov-
?ﬂ't)f ing).” Let meé quote here -
. fram 3 Very racent paper pyv-
: EEﬂtEd ‘at the 6th Annhal Cons
+ ference of the Bangladesh Eco-
nomic Association in Qctober,
b 1983. a papeér entitled ”Suﬁteﬂ}'
;fﬂr Rural Development . Pro-
. jects” presented by.Rural Deve-
lopment & Institution Dwision.
; Planning Commission ; -

-*Share of income of the top. 5
per cent of the households in-
creased from 13 per. cent in 1968
69 10 16. per cent in 1973-74 and .

..

.- "teen ¥Years’ of Crime mn East .

Nﬂ nfmmrepm-ted-
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35 Ycars (1948 83) ot Crlme m. Bangladesh \\
; _ Somo—Economlc Implxcatlons

B} 3 ALAHU[)EJN &HMED

_- - Kives number of reporied coghis-

able cases and’ éstimated popul-
gtion and the rate of crime per

| 1 lac of pm:nﬂatmn between 1973
and 1982 brings ‘put this aspect

otore poignantly. In 1374 with

. total number of cognisable cases-

at 73,425 gives the rate of ¢rime
per 1 lac of Population at 96.55.
This is apparently one of the
- fowest rate of crime in any part
of the world, not only the deve-

loped part where the crime raie -

fs indeed very- high but also for
@ developing country, But' the

_more astumshmg thing is that
since 2,974 onwards w:th the -

Criane rate at 96.55 st has contr
uued to climb duwn perceptably

with total number: .of ‘cognisable

- cases standmg at 56,619 giving a -
rate of crime of l lac of pupu}

.atmn at 63.31
port wb:ch in other words may '

STA.

plements

a snmmm — 1

2’?.1..23.!’1... | cou

e .

oy,

N

_fivers runnmg through criss
<ross. There is. also the tenden-
©F among Jocal pulice officers at
_the police stations level not to
register many of these inform-

ations where they could - take

chance 10 suppress such inform
because of their over .

atiorns,
riding obsession ‘with any im
crease,. nominal or real in the
crime rate: as compared to their

-predecg:ssm_- § regime or ‘with tho

previous year as a direct reflecs

- tion” {0 their élﬁc:&ncy and abil-

ty in preventlng crime and sup-
pressing preventable cnmmal ac-
tivity - urespective of the avail-
ability -of various facilities, im:
- including “transport
and communication. One may,
however, readily concede that
-since 1976 in addition to test o

lief operations, under Food for

_—ﬂr__“
[ — IV .

Total mumbfr ‘of reportbd m*gmsahle cases ancl esnmated

ation,. - - .~ Certty

“"‘_—-—--—ui—_._.____ elguitefitelery
Year

.3 mﬂ!inn _
———
9 2
1974 608
1975 ®.M8
1976 - 7988 -
1977 8146
1978 < 8387 -

1975 85.84

1980 B
198t - ﬁﬁ' L

1582 _1 o

4"_
1|' Jllq-—- _l-ﬂ-ﬁ. i

a

One wauld ‘be qluck tﬁ }1111111
to the conclusion - that in spite

ment, dlstrest: further aggravat.
ed by serious scarctly of food.
locdgrains due to.draught o
flond, this must be one of the
mast glaring eXample of some.

- thing happenmg in Bangladesh

which is mmpletely against the

world trend. Some affected. Peos-
ple do not bother to “4ravel seve '
ral mﬂes sometimes wadmg thro

then ver}r qharpl:f u:: 29 per cent

I‘iﬁiﬁﬁm 19? 1%2 *Wi"!H Jnitﬁ Of ¢riime” frer une* 5 5f
m:a _ ,‘

i - g .

paverty, unemploy-

Cnses cﬂ' population
- - - 63608 + ' 8562
- IMA5 - -, 9655
T 62951 T 8066 -
© 63656 . 7958 -
e 62182 7607 -
- 6298 .. 73.58 -
i BBISE . - g6.34
" Sﬁﬁlﬂ”_ | i 2X) S

i ——

Hrnrks Programme have been -
stepped up. leadmg‘ to employ-

ment of 25 lacs of pepple for
many milion men hours spect
ally during periods of distress
1n the country side. Apparentl}
gpportunity of non-reporting

and suppression of cases are

mare in the rural areas than in
fhe wban arcas. Many ‘of the
ctherwise extreme cases of un-
cmployed . dnd senu-emlalnyed
people ‘Wlﬂlﬂut uther resuurces

Iy § 1
_ p_op_ul
. makers at the highest level can.

___'——I__u-——-_.._—__:____
Estimated population: - Total numbey nﬂte of crlme get real picture of the socioecu-.
. of cognisable ..  per one Ia¢

could be deemed to be the pon
tentizl offenders specially against
property offence case -(thefts,
burglary, robbery, dacoity etc.).

Even conceding that. some in-,

crease in the Aumber of police
force have in fict taken place
in the last 5/6 years supplemen-
ted By the ruril police; - by the

creation of VDP.- (Village De-

fence Parly} nwertht‘:less all the

ditferent positive. and negative
aspects need to be studied, as-
sured and- evalyited by sonie
responsible members of the-law
enforcing agencies, Police Direc..
torate and Home Ministry. Not
only. by Police Directorate atnid
Home Ministry but also by -the
varicus Colleges of Social Wel-
fare and Social Work and De-

'.partnrents of Scciology there i

supreme- nﬂed for such studies

of the eiements and m—ordmata-.

d and integrated. -effgrt by, the:
Taw* enfaotding agencies and the’
academics so that the déeidion

_Crim:e .rate 15 a’ very important

“barrometer by itself for devis.'

ing correct ways and means for
prevention of crime and crime
potential situation ‘and also in
dewsmg various other smailﬂ'r

Inescapable institutions like the:

Remand Home, Juvenile Courts, :

Probation and After Care Sys.
tem, ete., eic. Faulty or doctore

edfmanaged colection of crimb

nn! statistms which does not e r——r———

3
nomic scenes. Fluclu.atmn ini

Statﬂnmt nl‘ sﬁﬁmu crlme l'nr thb yearl 1m-m
. 3
Y:an . Daamity Rob'bery Burglary mn Murﬂer' Rioting . Total citime repor-
D S __2 3 . 1 43 RN S T 8 -
1959 093 -~ 8T U256 25580 . 749 4,329 56,931
T 1960 - 899 - 7. 21382 T 1532 .- 880 4 579 56,768
1961 761 842 . 16570 - 133687 1018 - 4965 - 49,400
1962 . 1{094 9%l L 16813 - 1199 1012 5034 48,439
%63 L1 - 864 - 16838 1250 1007 5286 49,440.
1964 1,080 92 7 14929 11,782 ~ . 913 . ™ - p080° " - 46,301 ‘*
1966 Li66 - 918 16882 . 14713 1074 . 6,487 a3,241._
1967 Li197 © . 880 16030 - 14537 . L1138 - 7,081 52,571
1968 - 1,189 . 808 - 15728 14,200 1,103 L7113 '52,44)
1969 1,339 | 1020 - 17,684 16,781 ., 1,330 - - 8,714 9222 .
1670 1,_323 *. 1077 16540 . 15605 T 1L,%2 8,773 .59,!.!15‘, j
QA. - 11224 .- 8892 15,8680 136964 - 28344 . 66474 50,&244
- | N L STATEMENT_ . IH | | AR
Year - Daceity Rohbery Burzlary 'l'heft Murder- Rioting . Others - Total-

R N r S R T .4,_‘_“!-',. . & T R 3 I
M3 S0M . 3949 T 12754 12267 2387 7883 . 19344 . 63608 .-
- 1974 4737 3910 - 14586 . 14806 2572 8764 24049 (73425

1975 27 2853 .0 12922 11961 - 2409 - 8487 - 20541 62951
1976 . 2268 2430 - 12615 C 014322 ¢ 1843 - - 9248 . 20932 63655 ;
1977 06T 1985 i MM L M0T3 191 I 19498 ..,62152
82 L 197 - - 115?0_ 15016 Y 1638 12008 - 21576 54800
1979 . -~ 122 J422 -2 9273 . 10197 1602 gan - 30648 62986 -
1980 . 1064 1235 ThY . 9431 T 1891 7910 . 289%3 . 58158 . -.
. 1981 CHS . im - - 8185 83 sk 8450 . 28913 . 56811 . ¢
82 . e . g 8000. ~ 9398 169 $454 30122 56619
Statement IV “below which. ugh 'haurs or crmsmg several. to fall upon, some of these

flect at Icast nearest approxim- .

-ation of the realities may not
prevent their day of recknmng
and save the law enforcing agen-

cies even at the lowest echelons

. because these are actually found '

out ' Eventunlly and in their ton
tality the results are so appeil-

mg and disastrous ‘to the cont

Tnuniiy at large. There is thuq'

a supréme need fcrr their rtcnn*

.ciliation and appropriate study.
-by the law enforcing agents as.
'weil as hy {he a{:ademmmns

- 3




