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A STUD’Y\_

The Systems Of Educatlon

in

dark, rt:m%ves ignordnce and

edge which is the
source of and success
in all walks Df life. The state
of backwardness or progress ol
f country is measured in terms
of her educational and cultural
standards. Today education
considered the best invest-
ment and the seciet of success-

the
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i The author, in a series of articlﬁ, exa-

. mines the systems.of education in a number
of developed countrles and China. In this firsc
article he studies the American system. '

Of the colleges (in the
1487 are co-educational 22.7

is and 2D-to-1 for secnndary sclhngl?

are

of the developed couniries on for men only and 248 are onl:f

9ll froots. Although education
consists of the enrolment sys-
tem, the.length of schooling,
learning materials  curriculum,
teaching and examination me-
thods and the merital outlook of
leachers  all this is by no mea.
ns the whole story. In reality
L1t
oririnatés from and sertes. The
machine that. runs the cmmthrg
taucht and how and why, and
how it is 1o be used. Education
_ﬁ;s the state of society. It
be fair to say, that acade

mic institutions have been the
leading sector of education sand
culture. The state of education

Jcan be changed and the key {5:

What class exercises the leader-

ship and what line is followed.

It may be of place vmrrh and

interest to examine ' the educa-

tion systenm in  the developed

:ﬂuntnes. '
USA

Tha USAL is cumposed of 5
states. The responsibility of e:ilf-
u-
cation rests wiath the individual
states, but federal funds are

avmlahle for its inprovement,

Education is free except in F
vate scheols. Since the vear 1918
schuol attendance between 6 and
16 years of age has been 're-
quired by law in etery state
the USA. But the period of com
sulsory education varies between

stafes. .
Education in- the USA com--
wrises three  levels: elemenfary

secondary and higher education
tand she has z huge network of
educational establishments. These
cumprise the nursery schools,
kindergartens, elementary ' sch-
nals; intermediate schools, high

schools  (Junior and  Senicr),

schools for adults, junior colle-
ges, technical si:hmls professional
Hschools vocational schools normal
hools, graduate schoels and
| .miversities.

| There are some 22,000 school

for women.
PRE-SCHOOL

This education is mearted

nursery schools and

tens. The few nursery schoolﬁ

rol children

ED‘UCA.TIDN

in

€N-

between the apés

of 2 aud 4. A child's first ifitro

duction to formal educatlon
usually in kidergartens that
rol the S.vear old children, "

pre-school Ueation

Is’

The

prepares,

children for "the elementary sch-

pol. The p €5 arc
ElﬂﬂEd to help the child
in self-reliance, learn to
ong with others, and
work and play habits,
WIE],I.EME } ARY
ere kindergartens
maintained children
ter the. 5t gr
the age o

enerall
e at"a

ﬂﬁ-

ﬂ-l'

form good

SCHOOL:
are nnﬁ _

-‘-.It

6 vears. The main

purpose of the elementary sch-

col is the

and social development

neral  intelleptual
of the

child from & to ]2 or 14 vears
aof age, Curricula vary with the
organization apd educational ai.

msd of the i{ldlhg}fél

and communi more

less raditiona

sists of  teachl

subject matter, -
SECONDARY SCHOOL: In

secondary school feld

ng

schogls

or

programme con-
prescribéd

the

there IS

a variety of types of organiza

tion, The four-year high school
of is preceded, by an eight-

elementary a school. he

d:

divided junior.senior high schuoi

usually a six-grade school

preceded by g six-grade cfemm
tary school. Besides there are g2
parately organized three years

senjor’ high school.

hess education. - The third pio-

El;:?,;]?: 3 general or D re-
Programme  combines
features of the academic and

tocational types. College bound-
students also generally take col.
lege. admission  tests during
their last two vears in  high a
school. _ .

HIGHER EDUCATION: :

- The decentralized character of
the American educational system
Is greatest at the higher educa-
tional level, This iy gnnmpaﬂy
because private  higher e ura-
tion in the United States
dated .public higher educat nn.
American higher education refers
to stud:t'whr;yﬂnd the secondary
‘sehool and almost always
Eassuppuscs that g student

undertaken 12 prevluus years
i study. -

In the US. the terms "cnllen:e
and “unitersity” are often
intemhangfahly, although the for
mer aften is but a part of the
jatter. An  American college ty-
pically offers 2 unique blend of
natural and sogial sciences and
humanistic studies.. Young men
and women students, generally
18 to 22 years old, attend classes
for appmumatcln.r four vears to
receive if they successfully com.
plete ‘the requireinents, a  bache
lor's degree in  arts or scienc.
es. A University on the other
hand, js usually composed of an
undergraduate college of aris
end sciences, plus graduate sch.
ools and professional schools or
faculties. -

Higher education,

consists of two  broad fields:
liberal arts and professional.

The two-year. junlor colleges
or commumty colleges for the
most part locally contrelled and

n

Secondary schools are organiz predominately public financed,
¢d on a deparimental plan; have a duval role, They offer e.i-
that is, each has ont ther studies leading to techni-

5uhje:t of -seteral related sub-

jects. Most
s¢ that inclu
re, Social studies Mathemat
and Physical education. Elec
subjects may be chosen in

fls follow a cour-
es English, -Scjens

icd; en
Hve
the

fields of foreign languages, fine

arts and prevocational
At this stage pupils begin to

trammz

districts in the United Etatﬂs # plan their careers and need . to
select subjects that will be use.

In 1974 there were 91,200 elemen
ary and secondary schools, and

),665 accredited colleges and uni
ersities, In a country with a

ful in their chosen work, In
dition to the
English, Social, Studies and

ad- ma
basic subjecis—

P.I:K

cal and semi.professional occu.
pations or they offer studies
Whigh will. prepare students to
in four- or degree.
Frantmg institutions . Therefore
enroll students with a
wide range of ab:htles and inte-
n:sts
- The liberal arts college Is also
a peculiarly American institution
It takes two ‘peneral forms, It
be one of the constituent
unils—a school or college—wof 3
cnmpjiex unjtersity or it may be
41 1n

in general,

.. & LAUG.ISBS ...

of

lent to the first two years
the four.year college course.

Studv beyond the bachelor's
degree is as ‘graduate’;
work. Completlon of a mini-
mum of one year of graduate
study, very often including a writ
ten thesis, lead 1o a master of

"
'

arts or master

science degree, - Beyond  that
point 2 minimum of twol
additional vears of graduate stu
dv including knowledge of two

modern langnages other than

English, and the preparation of

issertution based on original
study and research, and passing .
written and oral examinations on,.
the candidate's filed of concen.
tration, are necessary to earn the
doctor's degree.

The university college of liberal |-

arts often  serves
paralled undergradeate profes-
sional coll , such as engineerl.
ing or business administration,
by giving them courses in the
basic disciplines. It—as well as
its independent . coumt

students in [

also protides pre-professional
training of four years or less for -
students who proceed to the ad-

uséd vanced professiomal schools, such:

as law and medicine. And it also
offers a liberal education for stu.
dents who do pot enter either
professional or graduate school.
Preparation for the various
prufesdsmns. siich gs law, mf:dl-
cine, dentistry, engineenin
ing; theology, bus Tmess a 15—
tration, journalism and uthers is
offered in professional schoel,
most of which are constituents
of universitdes {a unitersity com-
posed of undérgraduate coliege
of liberal arts, a graduate school,
and several Eprufessinnal schools);
but some of them are - separate
institutions confixing their work
to a single profession.

Schools of law, medicine, men-
, dentistry, and veterinery
icine n:quire from two to

fnur vears of liberal arts study

prior to admission. The other
professional schools, with some
exceptions, requite only highs

Iu

school graduation for admission. -

The length of the professional
cotirse .is generally four (in law
three years; in  some school of
pharmacy, three years).

Generally each institution of
higher education in the USA Is
gotverned by .a board of promi-
nent citizens from various wal.
ks of life, who cnllﬂctwely cons
titute a corporation whereby the
institution rﬁzs a .legal perso-
oality.

Qn the avera:e the annual $ul-

ticn chalée unitersity stu-
dents is $¥527 at a four-year sta.

sopulation of 205 million {1?72} sical Educatmu—-the larger ent organization, Stu

or te university and 32,161 at a pri

=ducation directly involtes on#

erson  in three.: During the
9'?0-?1 schools vear it was ssh.
imated that 790,650  bechelor's
and first professional - degreess

*re conferred on students as
and 29000 doctorates: The
:I+teacher ratio in

| (From- Page 5)

scholarships and luans to help
meet livin
TEACHER  EDUCATION
All - states require 'a license -or
crtificate to teach in  the pub
¢ elementary and  secon
thoolé. The' bachelor's degree
| required for- it, Many local
i system set  standards
it are- higher “than the mini-
El state requirements,

.8 an umvers:ties alre APPTOV
“ed or aceredited for teacher
edur:atmn The characteristic tea.
¢her edu::aunn Programine is
four or five vears in lengith. It
L‘ rises a combination of acs
emic subjects and .professional

urses such as methods - of
eaching and educational psycho

During (Hie later half of the
cteenth gentury - theie
a considerable numbér of
1mal schools for - the prepara
n of elementary schoo! teach
, admitling high school gra.
ites and offering a course of
two or three-years leading
diplommta. Nearly all of
hate now extended their
es to four vears leading to
mhelnr‘s degree, and many
H.‘m have added coordina
visions of liberal aris off.
he- degree of bachelor of

¥

blic and pritate col-

ind some of them a fifth

E study - leading %o 2
5 dearee, '

T EDUCATION: Mult
n io the U8 js l:an'l

W——W - = T Ty T T TERTTTeswToecEr

ool systems may offer three
more programmes; academi
cadanal, snd generall sometimes
given in s¢parate schools.
acade
to prepare
2]l as 21200 master's deglee The vocational programme may d
py. give training in four ficlds— ag-
1969 was riculture, the trades and indus-
45*.101 fnr elementaw schuols tries home ecﬂnumicl and busi. the junior cnlleda.

“The Syste

v

T
g

mic programme is desi
students for co

S e e omm e

- o i ke - ©

on by & variety uf both pub
lic and private agencies and fofp
various education levéls. More
than 12 million aduits.ziearly
11% af the American popuiation
over 2l-resume their - ¢ducation
aiter years, sometimes decades,
of intertening occupations,
Ther* aré many children for
whomt' some adjustment must he
made in the regular school pro.
gramyme because of a mental,
physiczl or emotional condjtion
deviating  setiously from -the
pormal. In addition, edycational
aciivities are carried on in many
l;dnspﬁls and hﬂm?n for crippl-
otherwise physicglly incapa
ciiated children, cally Incap
Fractically all state depart-
ments of educatien furnish lea-
dership in the fields of school
health service. and physical edu
cation. The schoals work with
the children, vparents, physi
cians, dentists and public hea!
th departments in the ]:u:alth
service programine. Emphasis is
glm::.d on determining  the
ealth statug of each pupll en-
couraging the correlation or re
mediable disabilities, and help.
tng pupils undenfand the jm-
portance of lbiving healthily, The
tendency is towards complete
periodical ph]ysucal exammatmni
or ali schaol.children. There is
an upward trend towards a daily
period of physical education.
STATUS OF TAECHERS:
All staies hate s=ome legisla-
ton affecting teachers welfare:
pll states make provision for
teachers refirement; 15 siates re.
port some ype of statewide

dv during the
tgar liberzal gtts coeurse
the degrec of bachelor of
arts or bat:helur of science)
is known as ‘un
The first two years of

10 known as ‘Junior Colie
or ‘lower division?* wnrk {Js

"of $ 11,745 with meEssurs

‘mary letel. The curricnlum

leading waie
ng and
dergraduate’ - work
the un
duate study have corne
hej
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ms Of Educatlon

provisions gnvernlng dismissal
of teachers; - ma hai-e
maximum ular_v sci:edurﬂ

19 report  statewide sick leave
benchits. The average 197§ annu
al zalary for elementary school
teachers was 025; . for smnn-
dary school teachers JFEI

Jigher education, _col stlﬂ"
earned A n salm:.'

highest academic rank
median of % lﬂ?%? )
CURRICULA

Curriculum materinl  in early
elementary education are deve-
loped by Stats departments of
education and local sc SYS
tems as guide for public school
teachers at the kindergarten.pri
'II_-
des for early childhood edu-:‘.a.
nju:lt frequﬁntlj' include mate.
ria the chatacteristies of
chitdren n; j ang 5 vears of
uge as background. for the sug-
grs experiences described un.

ot the variows subject matter

arn i art, musie sciences lan
guag . rts, soclal - stndies and -
good .ealth hahitg. quid

es are developed in . the light of
rescarch findings in child grow
th and ‘development.

Etery school whether public or
private uses some method of
reporting punél mgﬁ#s 1o
parents. Such 1met vary
widely. Soms=. types nf reports
give only pradss  in subjects.
Others evaluate the child's beha
viour and efforts. The parent.
teacher conferepce is being us
rd more snd more as 8 means
of intcrpretiog to parents ibe

¢ much . public
port and, therefore, charge hlih

er fees than state.su

versities, Manv students nhtmn

Fart-tune ¢mployment 1o finance
r studies while others receive

(the - am!
carning .-

e

Frivate ' colleges
es do not recei.
financial sup-

st :rsmg
unive

-'brrﬁ

l
{See Page B\

type ngnf progress g child s
The elementary learnin
at physical detf.relupment ﬁzs
and body care; individual social
and ¢motionat dﬂelupment' ‘ethj
cal behavionr: standards, values
s0Cial relatmus the social wor.
14: -the phﬁ::&] world aestha
tic development: cnmmumtiﬂns
uant:tam-e relationshi
uf h:IvE?cdt::'ﬁ hmi ghu;
UCIIOn o |
nited States is to develop the

special abilities of n
50  that  they wgag m;'i:e
their place effectively iop a demo

cratic, highty cumpe; society..
Considerable emphasis is placed
on developing practical skills sod
idtulcating  self-help  attitudes
which will facilitate the achicte.
ment of 5 manmum ‘welfare
sOCiely thmugh the cooperative
efforts of indwiduals anc groups.
H:stunmlhr the m:twes of .
higher education in Unitcn:l
States hate thus been more prag
maltic than aczdemic,

A century apo. higher cduca-
tion in the tpited Siates wps
"modified” to reflect the new rule
of science, the rapid indusirial
gdvance of the nation, the surg-
ing populism of the people., Now
1t needs to be more completely
“humanized” in -the sense In
both American secondary and
higher education, curricula have
been changed to  introduce &
much more upiversal approach
to world culture. The new educs
tional life style is person-orien
not institution oriented.

(To be.continued)
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