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On ‘more than one occasion,
the peonle of Bungladesh have
heard of high sounding econo-

- mic’ programines ¥ which were

presented 1o themby every new
government without any perce-
ntible end resuit. Painfuly chea.
ted and deprived)as the com-
had ‘been in all

to wait too long to ger disen-

" chanted and begin to'~ealise the

hollowness and futiity of all
those much vaunted package
programmes., Now for' obvious
reasons, the peuple jike to make

it 2 point to pause iust-a while

efore jumping into action
under any programme, So what
we have. to do firs: of ‘all is to
carry out a derp study to dis-

cover what went wrong in the

pas: cases and probtably uti.

'lise the lessons derived there-

from in our future course of
action. But one thing is cleayr:
The success of a colossal pra.
gramme like c2nal digging un.
.der wvoluntary . Mass articipa.
tion i3cteme is _heavily depen.
dent on how effiCtively
could mobilise the. people in

- general irrespuctive f political
- affiliation or 2oy :othir creed,
- To -ensure .
. the programn.:, the fnllowmg

cverall saccess af

points should ‘be miven ‘
consideration, * First Ir:aivu'ﬁ
aside the vievpaint of nation
interests., we have to Jet the

- people understand . as to whase

mtersst the programme is desig
ned for. Is it the big land
owner class that wul be the
direc: beneficiarv? If so, whas
'shall be the incentive for the
small and. landless farmers to
be involved in the programme?
How. will the share croppers’
interests be augmented or affec
ted? Obviously there ;
up the accusation of inequita.
ble or uneven land distribution

.svsiemt that preovails in Bang.

=- Jadesh 'with a1l its irrationat

‘and feudalistic traits. To break

up the ~ge.old svstem at a sin
gle stroke makes it.a hard task
that seems neithet” desirable

nor. practicable. In our present-

socio political  set.up. *“Fult
ddse may be non.acceptable at
the momrent but a mild dose is
Jjust whet is warrasted by the

sitvarton”. In fact, what ~“we

hint at is socio-politically jnex.

- pedient 'step like drastic land

reform but a-well plapned
policv- arrangement defining
the interests of the small land

- owners and' landless farmers ic
.r-‘ClIungE | ArC {
 while carefully avoiding to give

the share cnippers

we
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. & big 10lt to the landed aristo.
CFicv at the moment. Second,

the programime is over.wheim.
ingly- based on voluntary ia.
bour. The 8% volun:iary partl
Clpat.on-as envisaged by
Drogramme though - feasible at
‘he initial stage is not iikely 10

continue for long. Because of

nass poverly and other rea.
sons, - this percentage would
cease to work should the nu:
thority taii to bring a. much
bigger perceniage than the pro
sent -15%: of the mass partici.
pation under “Food For Work"
proeramme. Again the course
of canal should be planned with
due regard for the interests of
the medium

it should be as far as possible
equilably held out to all fay.
mers i or small so as to er.
sure the contiining flow of v
luntaty frbow THIRD Super.
vision and

any piraiect. As
denced by our experience in
the past the rural lead:rs and
ofganmsers in- the field hecome

tremendously active t,  stage
4 mass. mobilisation-cn ™ the
occasion of any Minister's or

high' zovernment: oficial's visit
it seems the entire scene . ig
enacted for a grand show in
honour of the visiting dignitary
because the enthusiastic fer.
vour on the crart of the local

for-that matter.
on the part of the common par,
ticipants at work fade out im,.
mediately after the visit. So
consideration ¢
given 1o -the point of fréquent
visit bv Ministers/high oficials

- for on:the.spot supervision and .
stock.,

taking of -the progress
of work at different places.

. Fourth the low. water Bear:-

Ing capacitv of the rivers which'

have become
siltation over
much

shallow due to
She vyears, is as
responsible for flood ae

drainage is
So the effectiveness of ‘-t_h:f:ﬂlr ca.
nais now being - excavated and
rc.excavated shall be greatly
minunised so far as one of the
main purposes pehind the pro.
gramme. 1o ease-or relieve the

flood situation is concerned -if.
it 15 not accompanied with the.

dredging of the silted rivers,

Therefore dredging of the ri.
‘rtaken

vers shauld also be 11ad
50 as In augment the

abzorp? ve ‘capacity of
Tl ry -

- Water

- the

by the

sto kK. taking are no .
less imroitant for execution of
has been evi,

should also be -

absence’ of adeqguate cana)l .
- network for proper

Fifth, the success. of -the.m":?- .
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owners, ‘The prospect of bene,
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pends on how far we could
attract active: support and co-
operat.on of the opposition par-
ties. The best way to overcome

- the opposition is by convincing
" the people through concerted

action. If thepeople are given
10 understand that the program
me 1s entirely meant io pro-
mote their common, welfare,
the opposition. attempis’ to
undercut the government cforts
shall automatically fail. Again
persuasion  rather
than force: may prove some-
what effective in draving active
support of -the opposition.

Sixth. last but not the least
is thai the programme should
be wicely publicised through
Inass mecjn coverage so  that
the conscience of the whole
nalion is roused to- the same
cause. If possible cinematic

- displav should be arranged. in

transformea into

the rural areas sg as to ins.
pire the peorie to engage whole
heartedlvy iy )
Such displav should concentrate
on how the dry regions like

 the Puniab and other areas .of

fhﬂ:en
green farm.
land. They should be gziven to
see how astonishingly the hard
geographic

the subcontinent have

 reversed for the welfare of the

" people,

The basic philosophy
of the .orogramme should also
be interpreted in
tive In.various World forums
for mora! and material support
that can help us a lot.

CONCLUDING . REMARKS

In the absence of any organi
sed efforts. gur vast manpower
resources: have sg long remain
ed neglected and uncared for.

e have endrd up uselessly . bla
ming  the s5.called Iresource,

- constraint ar'd unbridled popu.

lation growth to he accountable
for .our puverty. So there have
remaned vast- tracts  of Jand
uncultivated 50 many natiural
resources nunharnessed and

the huse manrower resources
‘unutilised;

| . This time ‘efforts
have heen afoot in ri.sht éarnest
to awaken the whole nation to

. the ‘need for collective venturs

to achieve uplift of (ur rural
ecmomyv. )

What the people of China did
with the river Huanz-ho and
how the J.panese shot out as
an economic giant within  ap
unbelie-veably short span- of
time should be our guiding in.
spiration. A -pair of sirong

conomic -

- 50t

the programme. -

rcalities have been

true perspec.

~ Ccritics,

hands as we have been ‘gifted
with are the most mwe;'fm wea
pon at cur disposal. This wea
pon. if accompanied wiih  the
spirst of work can do wonders -
inese are what we are equip-
ped with today. _ .
io our course of action the!
reactionary machinaiion, if any 3
showid be overcome  through
taciiul campaigning and persua ‘
5:'ve arive, bur a0t through use
ot force or inamidation. Con-
scious efforts shouid also co-
ex1st w.ih that to sink the al-
leged bureaucratic attitude of
maimlaiung a wide difterence
or .sotation from the conimon |
peoble, Continuing mass parti
Cipation. nay. the very success

of the programme is pre-coindi .

tioned by the spectacufar and
iangible evidence , being |
to the effect that
the | -kevnote * of ‘the
Diogramme s absolute commit :
ment to the weltare and uplft {
ot the society as a whole not |
Ot anv particular section or
inierest group. We have to set:
that evidence. i .
happity erough under the
dynamic leadership or Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman the entire
adiministrative machinery
been geared up o the one
and one single cause of mass
mobilisation with an invinci.
ble spirit to lay the foundation -
of a self-reliant rural economy
bv bringing the countrv under
an irrigat:on network, . o
As for the result, by no
account one should be too
much skeptic with a pessimis-
tic mood. '
Whatever nags
and work spirit has
dered with the launching of the
canal cxcavation and re.excava ,
tion programme that merits to -
be consolidated and channelis,
ed for productive DUIrposes.
However conservatively we
seek to evaluate it the result
1s bound to be encouraging be
caus¢ the performance of thou -
sands of ‘Spades' and numbér.
less hands using them has 3zl..
readv  been vproved in Ulshil
and other areas, What is need.
ed ndw is more concerted ac..
fion more organisation moré:
motivation and crowning  all,
more mnass mobilisation
With evervthing going arights
Success 15 ours, Todav's.dr2am:
of food surplus howiver ludi-
crous it might wpear to the .
T will be tomormiw’s rea-
lity. Looking forward towards.
that hanpy dav let ug weit and
See but not with the hands~
keot stupidly {dle - . ,
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enthusiasm
been engen




