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blage of Buddhist remains$ in e -

Bangladesh todav is to be
found in Mainamati. This
romantic name, associated with
a number of local legends and
ballads now signifies as isolat-
ed range of low hills of almosi
Itairiz,r-tale beauty, about five
‘miles to the west of Comilla

ftown, which dominates ihe
wast  level plain of the
Yfertite lower Meghna basin.

It extends for about 11 miles
north.south from the Maina+
'mati yillage on the Gumti river
td Chandi Mura near the
Lalma; railway station. Puring
the Second World War, an ex-
tensive centre of Buddhist
lture wa< discovered here on
ithe flat tops and slopes of
these hills. In the first hurried |
survey I8 sites were retognizZed
and protected, but not before
many of them had been heavily
damaged by the military con-
tractors and lpcal brick.hun-
ters. In our more regular
subsequent survey (between i
1955 nd 1957, a larger number
of these ruins! came to light.
Of the 50 odd sites discovered
.80 far, four have since been
either completely or partially
excavated, and. we have just
started excavation on the fifth. -
. The excavated sites are: Sal- |
ban Vihara, a monastery near
the Mainamati Muscum: Kutila
‘Mvra a #roun of large stupas;
Charpatra Mura., a2 small tem-
nle; Mainmati's Palace mound .
& partially exposed ancient
settlement, probably a fortl.
fied palace:r and Ananda Vihara,
'a magnifletent monastic ¢stab-
:lishment, the largest in Maina-

- mati, where excavation s con.

tinuing. Prominent among the
Eunexcavated sites are: Bairagi
: Mura, Bhojaraja Vihara, Rup- '
.ban Kanya Vihara, Itakhola
“mound, Rupban Mura, Kotbari
}mmmd, Pacca Mura
"Chandi Mura,

‘The Mainamati excava
tions are the first of
itheir kind in South-
iEast Banpal, and the
'results already obtai
‘ned are extraordinary

interesting and vsluable

most in

" of the rateway and the
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The Mainamati excavations
arc the first of their kind In
South-East . Bengal, and the
results alreandy obtained are
extraodinarily |
yvaluable. In the size and mag.
nitude of the exposed monu-
tments, in the variety and rich

ress of the recovered obiects,

and in the sign‘ficance of the
information they have sup-
plied, thcse  excavations CCr.
tainly rank among the fore-
eastern  India: and
whent considered together wlfh
the many unexcavated sites 1n
the neighhourhood, they may
bear comparison with those
Nalanda and Taxia.

SALBAN VIHARA

A Salban Vihara ithe excava-
tion has cxposed a large,
Paharpur-type establishment
and a wealth of material OD-
{ects datable from the Tth to
f2th centuries AD.  Formally
arranged in four wings round
a central shrine this g50 feet
squarc monastery contams a
total of 115 ‘eeils  Ite single
entrance is set in grand, 74
feet  wide, proiected front
facade in the
north side.

All the wall of the monas
tery are massive, the back wall
being snost  massive~—~163" feet
thick. This feaiure, together
with the forbiding character

look ©Of the outer wall must

have ~ven it the appearance
The reason for
avolving an architecture of this

of a citadel.

tvype may be found in the in-

sreasing wenth of the estab- .

lishments and insecurite of the - in Burma. But also those at
Paharpur, Vikramasila and
similar other monuments of
e j— - eastern India. -
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with chapels built in the pro- |

- finished

time. _ ‘s
Decp digrings have revealed
four repair and rebuilding

: phases in the monastery, the

earliest corresponding  to
Period, FII of the site (8th
.cent. A.D)  being the most
nrosperous and  flourishing.
Two interesting features obe
served inside the cells; fire~
places and oOrnamenta brick
pedestals, wer not provided in
the original plan. ‘They ap-

in
establishment, manvy of the
resident monks preferred to
cook their meals individually
inside their cells, and the

redestals served the purpose of

their private worship. These
features may suggest that the
establishment was meant pri-
marily for lay students, and
not for ordained monks only.

The monastery was built by
Sri-Bhavadeva, the fourth
ruler of the Deva

S8th century-A.D, '

THE CENTRAL SHRINE
The central shrine at Salban

Bihara is actuallv not one but +

creveral. structureq ouilt suc-

cessively in different periods ' three principal stupas on the -
They hill-top

and on diff-rent plans.

T

The next two- periods wit:]

nessed an interesting transfor-

Mation In the plan of the shrine’
the cruciform shape being re-}
placed by an oblong one. Now,

f}lllv open, spacious and func-!
tional, it is a far cry from the!

_ _ dvnasty . traditional solid stupa, and is
ssometime in the end of .the

'7th or_ the beginning of - the | ple, though still lacking the

much nearer to a8 Hindu tem-

decorative elements of the
latter.

KUTILA MURA vt
At Kut'la Mura, diggings

have revealed ‘the layout of

with a commending.

provide interestine evidence of view of the countryside, and|
the gradual transformation of a number of subs'diary stupas,

the traditional Buddhist archi-
tecture of s
that of the Hindu temple.
‘The  ecarlier two
mams arc hidden below the
crut_.‘.lfﬂrm shrine of Period III
which was  built with the
monastery as a single comp'ex,
It is an exceedingly interest-
ing piece of
sembling, in ground plan, a
Cross 170 feet long,

fecting arms. Its hasement
walls are embellished with a
string course of delightfully
mulutqreg terracotta plaques
set within paralled bands of
oramental bricks.

sents a fully
example of the
seventh-cighth century Burp-
hist  architecture of Bengal.
Smce the Mainamati mong-
ments are unquestionably

earlier in date, it is reasonable.

to think that they supplied for

Il‘;::lt'unlv‘ ?ETIEE monuments at
asna A.D n-

tral T: "0 S

ava and Pggan (1090 A.D.):

—— -

of ptpas, {(the hlﬂgﬂc Tyl _ratna shri
distrlot ‘Comilla, Bangladesh. _

architecture re-

‘ ck This shrine, -
bearintg a striking resemblance *.
, with that of Paharpur,. repre-

developed and

pveriod re-  much

. monastery.

all enclosed by a massives

merging jnto |boundarvy wall. Excavation work|

here is stil 1 incomplete and
.- remains to be cleared
vet ncluding an attached

In form and style the Kutila

Miura monuments are different:

Buddhism

they represent the traditional,
while Salban Vihara and others
an cvolved style. The three
main stupas here probably re-
present the  three jewels of
The foundation of!
th middle stupa was laid in the
form of a Dharmacakra forme-
ed by eight box-chambers with

a central shaft, where innum-
berable  terracotta  and clay
votive stupas and  seal'ngs
were enshrined. With these
relics were found a class of
fine Buddhist sculpture in
soft grey shale not known
from any other site.

Kut’la Mura monuments date
from the Khadpga times (7th
cent, AD), and their terminal

date of 13th ient. A.D. is sug-
gested by the discovery of a~
gold

coin of al-Mustassim
(1242.1258 A.D.), the
Abbasid Caiiph, in an

b'iliah
ast
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