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i 4he Later-Deva dynasty

value and Significance is

| cavations,

The supreme importance cf
epigraphical records in the re-
history and
chro.ology of 4 country is bey-
ond jany doubl. As original

| sourte :naterial and authentic
" record of the past, particularly

of conlemporary cvents, their
value "end significance - is self-
evitent. Among these records
the lengthy copper-plaie granis
are obviously the mos{ impott-
ant. No fewer than eleven such
plates -were recovered :from the
Mzinamati excavations, ‘These
were issued by Khadga, Early-
Davs, Chandra and Later-Deva.
rulers (Tth — 13th century -AD}
some of whom are not

to history at all. while sar’

knowledge about nthers was

both incomplete- and uncertain
before these discoveries. Among

the royalty introduced to- rjyf

tory by these rccords are Sri-
Balabhatia of the Khadga dy-
nasty, als¢ known ~f{rom  hie
three Mainamati
Sri-Santideva, Sri, Virndeva, Sri

- Anandadeva nnd Sri-Bhavadeva

four generations of the Pud-
dhist  Devs rulers of Dpgvapar-

1} vata - (Mainamati); Sri-L.aadaha-
1f chandra and Sri-Govindachan+
[ dras the last iwe kings of the
" Chandra dynasty of
E Bengal: and Sri-Viradharadeva,
1. a_ioral Hindu ruler presumab-
ly in some relationship with

gasiem

of Da-

. modaradeva and probatdy also

I\

with - Harikaladeva of the Mail-

3 namati copper-plate. ‘The three in
mati plates of the Khad- mens, A proper assessment of
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The supreme inportance of
cords in the reconstruction’ of history and cl*n:Eif-'{-'gﬁ:
nology of a country is beyond any doubt. As oril
ginal source materiel and authentic record . of the™
past, ‘particularly of ‘contemporary events, their,

self-evident . .. ... M. -
HAKUNUR RASHID, in this fourth: instalment
of his article, writes on.the archaelogically valu-
able materials recovered from the Mainamati ex-
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Bengal have long been a source
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£as thé carlest-known Bud-

dhist rulers of Bangladesh have -

added significantly to our know

ledge of the dymesty, while the
. detailed Information fromn. the
four Majnamati Pplates of "the.

hithertc’ unknown ZXarly-Devas
is supplemenied . by only une
other ricord, a sgcond copper-
plite grany of Sri-Bhavadevt,
recovered from Comilla. Only
the names of Ladahachandra and
Govirdachandra were | known
previously from short image-
inseriptions. © It is. from their
{hree Mainamati plates that we
jearn, for tie first time, - nof

f {‘;n]j,r‘ “!’het carrect ) E&néalngy iand |
. military exploits. of the "Chan-~,

dras, but.also the social, poli-
tical culturnl and economic
condition of theld kingdom with

a richness of detail not hither- -
4o available. . Viradharadeva's

- plate supplies interesting in-
before the Muslim conquest, but

: arding - the - histo-
gold coihs: ‘Inlmatinn regarding i

ry ‘and geography of the region
not much about -himself or of
nie relations with others.

* -Angcignt 'coins are an cqually
source material .for
- history. but their exXireme pau-
city in early times and their
absence in pre-Muslim

of concern 1o scholars. The
Atginamati  excavations have
now considerably . improved the
position by yielding more than
400 gold, . silver 'and cOppeT

colns of yarious types includ-

ing three hoards of 227 gpeci-

. -

coing which-include’two Gupta,

the ‘value ‘and sigmificance of;
{his collection requires a de=
tailed study and . catnloguing

which is beyond the:scope of{

thiz article, The Mainamati gold

a dozen post-Gupia “Imitation’,
{three Khadga and onea Abbasid
specimens, -have been noticed
by us elsewhere
Lalit 'Kala, Vol, I, No. 1, 1875,
pp. 41-58), Here we maks only

a passing reference. to the sil-
ver- coing which are mor¢ im-

portant and representative; their

total exceeds 350;  this is many
times larger than the entire col-
lection “of pre-Muslkim coins
from’ Béngal. This large collee-

tion from stratified - levels in-:

cludes such rare aii.d""signlﬁcantﬁ
specimens as the only Ilnown!

silver coin of Sasanka, a few

specimens of the Early-Abbasid.
and of Arakan rulers!

including Dharmavijayz, many|
interesting specimens of the,lit-ri!

caliphs

tie Xnown A}ara dynasty of

_eactern Benpzl, and a couple of}

hitherto unknown specimens ot
‘pusi-Gupta *Imitation’ type. But
the vast majority of these coing
belongs to a particular class we

would prefer to eall “Buil and

Teizlyph' from their distinctive
motiffis an the obverse and re?
verge, They bear 5 short legend
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Patikera, "etc. Almost the en-

kanese’ from the locality of their
first find, comes f{rom eastern
doubt abeut thelr indigenous

character. On the basls of our
studies and researches :in UK

t during the sixties. on the coins

and ‘epigraphs of eastern. Ben-
gal and Arakan, we successful+

ly read ihd legend as Hariﬁie'ln
(M. H. Rashid, The, Early Bis-
tory of South-East. Bengal,
Ph.D. thesis, Cambridge Univer-
sity, 1968)." The significance of
the discovery,and the correct
reading” ¢f the legend jof thesa
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d ‘of stone and bronze i i
earlier as Yarikriya, Ari-Kria, . e nze images and

tire collection of these thin sil-
ver .coins, loosely called ‘Ara-

.Bengal, and there is hardly any -
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on thousands. of terracotta, clay
and baked-clay sealings rarely
supply any infermation of di-

rect historical importance. How'~

aver, their contribution to re]_.i.j

g}uus and iconographical stus
dics is often quite  significant!

The non-votive seals and seal<

_"ings .also de not supply much
information beyond names of

individuals and their religious

predilections, Seals are few at
Mainamati  which include a red
stone xpecimen Dbelonging to
one Fadmadhara. Shortéer ins-
.criptions - on pottery and simi-
lar othef objects are of 'pajaen.l:
graphic interest. only, Obvicus-:
ly records of this type are of

" lesser Imporiance. But not the
' three-line inscription below the

- c¢oins for. tha historical-geogra- -
1ang lost idngdon:. and of other {170 Bp TV TS
an , On a;
cities of this mgiegn gﬂla:; mbg few terracotta sealings with iﬂ?’f
over-emphaaised. " " 7 entical impressions bearing the'[
Very few copper coins — two Or Einal name of Salban Vihara!
or three only — were discover. °Pd; Of its royal ' builder; it
ﬂd ﬂt Mﬂinmti whictﬁ incl . -readﬂ: Sﬁ - Bhﬂvﬂd[wﬂu* hﬁhﬂ'}
uniqu et udd  ¥ihara Arya-Bhiksu - Samghas
; ‘ﬁ;g:cir:mn o mﬁmt;Guph @ya = “Of the mm;ntrnairt;g}izg
yet to be .stud.i};ﬂe'aﬂer aT% monks of the great monastic
chemieal  treatment, Eﬂt;bHShniEnt built by Sri Bha-
Short dedicatory voti . vadeva.” ‘Tt fmportance is too.
etiptions of religious d‘:mﬁ obvious 10 need alny mmmem__f
! found on the pedestal or back. - . MORE, T0 FOLLOW. .-




