Cane.l digging exereleee are no mere ms
trlcted to 5perac’hc examples of the: Ulashl type

jn- ewcperimentetlen stages.: The eemppehensive
|

countrywide canal digging ~ programme herald- .

- ‘ed and ‘set in motion in late 1979 by late Presi- .

dent Ziaur: Rahmen has today" achieved ‘notabie

. “total lerigth of 2361 miles end brmglng thus .

15 50’ lakh acres under lee.n 'season ungatien

" fdcility. The . additional . food grain  yield as a

" result of the canals is estimated at 21 1ikh tons.

_~The goal. of increasing food production to 20

. ‘million. tons ‘during the SFYP- depends largely

.y -

" hitherto uncovered areas,

| _Ih_'eempleted through direct. payment in-cash-or’
kind.If this. had been. the .case, then-the reasons |

“on extension of irrigation in a.total area of .72
1akh’ ecres by - 1965, from- the - 1977-78. level of .

"'*_-28 75 lakh acres.. Understandebly, new canal
“networks will have to come into exietenee to lead

" to the: fulﬁlment of plan_ targets.
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. The -canal pregramrne ﬂeunsmng every
. where points to - the need .from this stage
. onwards for- their frreeter eeordinetmn under

" &n everall master . plan In the “near fu.ture a -

wﬂl epread over
maybe new. - ONnes in
old ones. The entire: length and

greeter numnber of . canals

- the vicinity of

6enal network ‘f
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“results. Up to date 865 canals have been dug with |

~breadth of " available: arable lands:<might soon. -
~ be crlss-crossecl by a'maze. of canals. So’ .sur-

veys of hyclreloglcel aspects and. .. ether facters

- like eenseq-.iences -of ﬂeedmg spﬂlege and
| dremege require ¢areful ceneideratmn frem
no w’ for mteu'ra.tmg these mto e balanced m_'i

gatmn netw01k EoE PR
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tary parl;1C1patien by the’ mas-ses Thjs strategy

. incurred. - from hiring = -labour,’ rousing en- .
thusiasm .of’ erchnary peeple in" the mteresus of
develepment activities end reedﬂy demenstre-

. ting. to them the good results to.be " “ obtained -

* for collective benefits By - gwmg ‘their. . labour -

freely. One recent: report says that the eanﬂ.l

T '.dlggmg progremme failed to. mohilise the’

[“ “desired. degree. of voluntery werk pertlcipatien

Y -or sruppert eru:l much of the “work - had to.he

__'-fur such must be .ascertained .and ways and
means feund out to ineréase the ra,te of volun-
dary work" partwipetien The" ceoperetlon of ~

* ‘Jocal bodies should:be sought and, ensired for - ‘

. the pm'pese The . ether imperetwe for - con--,

tinuing~ success of, ¢anal - digging - would "be °

. ]eeplng ‘work sites duly supphed mjh necessary
eqmpment partlcularly the purnp sets. .A.nd,
‘whether voluntary- labouf becomes' eveﬂehle or
1abour- is pznd by lece,l -contribittion: the canal

E\dlggmg precess rnust cer;tinue in. full ﬂgou.r /
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" The mals plabk ‘ofgthe’ strategy fer canel |
- digging, when: aﬁrst centempleted Was’ volun-.

" was - prompted. by ‘several ‘considerations- as,
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