Canal diggmg

f Avaﬂablc caial dlggmg records: read like '
- splendid succéss stories. . When- the. prcgrcmme .
was first. unfurled - for . unplcmcntatlon in the ©
. dry season of 1979-80, plan’ ftargets were 103 -
~ schemes for * digging ' 500 miles of canals and "
- 1rr1gat1ng 5 lakhs acres. of land So ‘enthusias-
, tically was.the canal digging idea réceived that -
I the plans for 1979-80 had to be broadened to .
" incorporate - addltlcnal ‘schemes. ‘The revised
programmes ' for 197980 .called for 250 schemes
to create S00 miles of canals - for: 1rr1gat1ng.__~i
~about 8 lakh-acres of land.- The planned targets h

were stated to be achieved ‘ahead of schedule
" Encouraged by 'these- pioneering successes, it
¢ was decided to undertake a greater number - of .
* ' prc]ects in the fcllcwing year; 1380-8k. Accord- [
" ingly, the chcctwes set for 1980-81 were com- .
pletion of 700 projects. . “But this time too, plan

targets were surpassed whcn 865 canals -were /
completed by the: end of ' the - - dry.. season in" i
- 198C-81. In this inspiring backdmp, the Acting
President Mr. Justice Abdus’Sattar, inaugurates -
"the current season's : ca.nal chggmg programme
frcm Fandpur today. This year’s programme .
is' to' dig of 600, canals-and to cnsuré adequate
- flow of waters in the cancls dug dunng the 1ast

; two years. - - ,

" . The strategy adcpted in thc main fcr canal

' digging 'so far, has proved to .be effective and |
. appropriate in our conditions. -The ventures

. were -attempted,. rclying to a. very largc degree :

on voluntary. .labour. ' It goes to.the credit ' of -

. the people and their organisers that they could

‘mobilise’ voluntary labour-on the scale requir-- x
ed and dcsared Pamal ccmpletlcn of -work in .

" the prc_yccts were paid for in klnd ——-by the dis- ¢

= tribution ‘of whcat—-wmch has cost the govern-

. ment Taka 3 crores: ' Estimétks say. that if the -

- “entire schemes had to.be pmd for, thcn it wculd
'costatlcastTa.kaZOcrcre ,;. N

Experiences of canal dlggmg du.rlng 1979 80
' ! and 1980:81 aré with us. This experience ‘should .
‘guide us correctly in the future. A pattern has
: ‘emerged by now revealing the shortcomings and -
. What needs to be done to get the optimum con-
tmumg benefits from: thc canals. : These factors.
will. havc to attended’ sencusly to consolidate

thc success of the prcgramme 'I‘he ncrth-wcst-

’ ern region probably déserves aportioning . of-

grcatcr number 'of projects | ‘considering that

] area’s pecuharltlcs and' needs.”In areas not well-
served by rivers, deep tubc-wcll facﬂltles creat-" -
Ry ccl caigmgfécga lemcnta:t:y cftO;rtrile cana.l dlgglng ;
process.  Wherte fivérs ‘gFg ohot! ritdny “and thd -
tributaries -widely separated, these _may be.con- ;’

nected By hn]ﬂng canals fo extend the irrigﬂ.tlcn
networks, " $ A
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