— T — U ~— |
| ducation Is The Ke f
l 1 Total hteracy of

Of the kind achieved by South Kore
 luded every effort made

_ _ _ y Bangladesh since its
- Inception. This has been the t

I Was a time when thi
' proud of its literacy

that of the western wing. The standard of ed

. higher, 5o with that a the background the effort 1o launch 3
new hterady programme for 35 lakh people in 64 districts of i
the country may be considered laudable, a
With an estimated six ¢rore people still in the darkness i
o - that Hliteracy accounts f

|
formal and non-formal

was better than
ucation was also

or, the new approach must be both i
if the aim is to achieve 62 per cent .

|
i

on educating the masges.

public education Increases, the sovemment is naturally under

extreme pressure to providing it buit with education g2

- pre-requisite for development, they really have no chojce but
‘ urces needed for an undertaking of this -

However with an approximate two million new mouths
being added each year to the country’s already burgeoning
millions, finding enough funds to carry stch 3 programme
through will be increasingly difficuit. With so many forces
working against s, reaching our goal of universal education

. Will not be easy and in fact the whole idea of universal

mic value of education is immense for developing a compe- -

.- tent society, increasing techno-conceptual and managerial ’ -

B - sills and preparing them for facing change. If we care to i

' leamn from history, we will know that those_ states that i

achieved full literacy within the shortest possible time by

" concentrating their resources in this area spent an extra- }

ordinarily large proportion of their budgets on the designing |

of an education system with a modern and scientific outlook, i

In Japan, for example, nine years of schooling was made ]
compulsory with the result that the country now has one of

~ the best trained and highly motivated labour forces in the ,
world, and Japan could become a super power. In other
words, the most valuable capital a country can have is its

humani “resource, always provided it is literate. Education i

undoubtedly is the cornerstone of devcloprqent , an effective |
insttument for moving society forward.-So if this new effort .’
does all it 1s intended to do, then we could at last, be on the !
thtlrzrggs;;ember; when the world observed W_G{ld thegacy; i'
Day it was under a shadow as we knew that, despite our esf ‘
cfforts, we were unable to improve much on our level o :
jteracy. That eradicating thiteracy s not easy has beeg |
rought home to us over and over again in failed planﬁlﬂgn 1
ogrammes, although the records show that 2.34 mi '
le-have been reached under the literacy programmes of:

“aftorate of Non-Formal Education (DNFE). Unless

Sopl

%35 mobilised in support of the literacy campaign, it '\ |
st ) : Y : , \
\&i‘w ork any better than did PICVIOUN Ones, With

|

t




