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The World Bank Eam%
announced the approval,of
a USS. 10.5 million credit
for a Bangladesh Nonformal

- Education ﬁ_.&mne ‘which
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‘Bank's .

_reached nearly

‘able

will- provide
chance"™

million

‘'second
cducation (o 2.5

illiterate . adoles-

~cents and' young aduits

ages''15-24.: The credit will

be. provided “ by, Lhe Inter-
national. Umﬂm_cﬁﬁm:# As-

sociation’ (DA ‘the’ World
‘gconcessionary
lending affiliate, .

Despite the Oaaﬂﬁ_ﬁnﬂ-
U's efforts to expand acdcess
to primary schooling low,
literacy rates Lu_,maﬂm:
throughout Bangladesh. [n

1994, gross .primary en-

rollments remarkably
cent, however less than
hall n; those who enroll in
primary school n_u:aﬁ_nﬁm

the  five:years ' cycle. " Of

those who have compléted
primary schooling, less
than half achieve sustain-

litéeracy levels. The
large illiterateé population-

eslimated to be around 40 jecl,
milljon-poses a -serious

constraint on the Govern- -
ment's efforts.to curb the
population growth rale and
incréase labour productiv-

" = -

P e - [l e e el sl

| ity..

. nonformal

r:n_jmnw contributes to

| f..._._ﬂ reduction’” both.
:\_ oug Hnﬂmmmma produc-

:EQ and higher earning
capacity and by promoting |

better living conditons—
lower _m_.:E.f improved
health,. and L gher  child

mcﬁ.ﬂﬂm__ rates,” says' Au-
drey. Aarons, Education
m_umn_m:mﬂ at the World
Bank. B C .

- The - Government = ol

w_m:r_naw;_._ has E&cmﬂtna

10Q per ‘the limitations of the [ormal- -
. schaol. system to' address

-the magnitude ol illiteracy
and sel ambitious targets to
increase the literacy rate

drom 33 per cent to 62 per |

~cenl by, the year 2000
through a massive national
literacy pro-
gramme, ﬁ_ﬁ_.ccmr Lhis pro-

The World Bank.to-
gether with. The Asian De-
‘velopment Bank (ADB) will

_ _._.m:u realize 1this goal.

The Ua:m:n_mzmm will Um._..

selecled _SE the 30 a_u-

ﬁ

, n“.:,-.:mz_.

:.:u? E:: the . _Gimmﬂ _:n_.-

T acy rates: E_:nm._ sby_ impli- -
cation, are also” likely 1o bé -

the -poorest districts. Al
Jeasl hall of the beneficia-
‘ries will be women. Pro-
grammes ol basic literacy,
numeracy and life skills--
:,_n_c.n:z_m nulrition. hy-
gience, . m:,::u.N plannning.

civic rights, and income--

genaraling practices-will
thus bring substgntial pay- .
olfls {or Bangladesh in
terms ol
nomic productivity, ;better
health and schooling for
(amilies, and lower lertility.
The ﬁ_.c_nnﬁm objectives are
to: .

* qﬁum:n_ and - improve
~nonlormal - education pro-
grammés to reach an esti-

. mated 2:5 million learners
in ::. E_.mmﬁma group; -
strengthen institutional

.nu?_ﬁ:w. to- develiver pro-

grammes through Non-Gov-
Organizations

increased eco--

wgm_m%% o c..gs% %.mm_a C
~~ Through World Bank loan

HZDOE mzm :iu. z_ﬂinﬁ
-mn_E_:_m:m:cnm
“*help the Oaﬂm_.:EmE

B ﬁﬂmcrm: a nonformal edu-

cdtion system that is capa-

. ble -of delivering eflective

large scale literacy pro-

grammes -

coslis.
"While

illiferacy . is a

.problem [or all age groups.

il is ﬁm_.:nzflw serious-for

adolescents and young:
~adults..
tion almed towards the 15-

Nonformal, educa-

' 24 'years age group is a

~ nontormat
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new entry’ for the World:

mmz.:ﬁn ' "Aarons: staled.,
Z_Zr»w per cent ol this
credit will go towards fi-
nmzﬁsm NGOs  in
Bangladesh involved in
.education
_mﬁmﬁmnm_q :uﬂ :,:m mr.,,

group. - .

Large NGOs m_if_a%
have the nécessary man-
agement and administration
structures; smaller NGOs

at . alfordable

“lions of the students.

,E_: be supported, as-
needed, through training in
‘managing larger  numbers
ol programmes and in bud-

gelary procedures. Because

ol their reputation of elfec-
tiveness and innovation,
. NGOs havsy received in-
creasing lévels  of grants
funding from donors.

Over 200 NGOs in

- Bangladesh are currently;

delivering 75 per cent of
-Bangladesh's literacy and
nonformal education  pro-
grammes. High attendance
Aevels and low drop-out
rates in their classes
demonstraie their elfective-
ness and direcl relevance
to the needs and .aspira- :
The
project will allow NGOs Lo
continué to.be the primary
providers of “services, di-
rectly :,Ea_ﬂﬂm them.in the
_u_.:rr:::% evelopment,

delivery process, as well as
- pilot programme ‘of alterna-
tive nradels of non, Eﬂ.nrz
ﬁ..”r:,.n:::

._ Em_:oaa_amﬁm a.::._ le.for,
..__.._Cqﬂ .H,GCH..;Q N wﬂ ..

.rznmm staflf at"the ‘central™

-million,
opment
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pletion  of the project;
Bangladesh will ‘have ga
s{rong institutional capacity
for _Eﬁ_mz._n::zr large-

scale dffordable literacy:

programme.
..E: provide;

proven adult’ :?:.mn.ﬂ.h
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1rained m:n_ ;rx_um_._.-
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and local levels Lo sm:a_m

literacy programmes.

* * improved instructor’

knowledge and n_m:ﬁm@ of
Programmes

* m:,.u:mﬂ. management
and monitoring of .pro-
mﬂmEEm and | e

fong . ~term positive
benelits of héalth, nutri- -

| :o: and family _u_m:_.:zm

The project will be
ﬁm_.mzi -financed’ with ADB
as the lead agency. This is.
_unique {0 the region and
will pull togelther the
strengths of the two Banks.
The tolal project cost is
$51.0..nillion of which IDA

“will _provide $10.5- million;

the ADB will provide $26.7
the Swiss  Devel-
Corporation will-
provide $3.8 million, and -
the government will provide
S 10.0 million, * ,
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