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Edumtinna
ent dynamism i the sysiem can
be sustained. Although vari-
ous types of innovations are tak-
king place- in dther countiries
‘based on the need of:the
learners, education system

in Bangladesh is charac-
terised by & rigid management

" system and a streotyped curri-

. culum,

However, eveo under
the prevailing system, a
Jandabie attempt was made in
1976 for initiating as  improve-
‘nent programmie in the primary
curriculum. The followiog wri-
(e-up presents the nature and
achivement of that programme.

Tha “*Muktangan*’ or outdoor

~ primary education project was

¢

uadertaken in 1976 for. a
period of 3 months in 500 pri-
-1pary schools selected from 15
Thanas. It was a project based

. inainly on eorichment of the
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primary school cyrriculum by
including learning "0pportenities
in the syllabus from the eaviron-
ment of the childrea thus
makiog their education work-
oriented and rcelevant to their
siteation. The stated objectives
of the project included the
following a) to
primary education attractive
to . young children, through
leatning from environment
30 that tho alarmingly large
drop-out rate could be reduced
{o some extent, aod (b) to
provide a  reatistic and
practical education to ptimmary
school children so that they
may grow up as useful and pro-

ductive members of the commu- -

nity in which they wounid live ag

adults. It ie assumed that it would

be proper to give them the rudi-
monts of village professions so
that school Jearning éould be
put to practical use.

make

‘Enrichment of

In Iinuiﬁth the setforth ob-
jectives a curri®lum was prepared
which contatned two parts:
Part one included the traditional -
‘textbook-based .learniag activi-
ties conducted inside the class-
room and other part contained

the learning activitics to be abi
carried out outside the inc
school premises. The out. vitl
door activities toc be perfor.

med were specified in great (1))

details in a teacher's guide pre-
pared for the purpose. The
concerned teachers of the 500

schools were given a short
~but thorough trainiag regar-
ding implementation of the

curricolum. Quidaoce was alsQ

‘ 4 el .
provided through radio pro- -
gﬂ]lmmu: specifically desigoed to

¢lp
.the problems encountered. Out
door activities were

ding on the age,

work, (c) Skill oriented craft worl

insects, (e) study
treses, shruby, froits and vegs.
tables, (f) identification and con-
servation of loc¢al resources, (g}
study of loval geography, such
89 rivers, canal irrigation system,
rainfall,

¥

the teachers in solving

listed for
the classes from I to V depen-
interest and
lity of tho children. These
luded the following: (a)
age survey, (b). agricuttural

study of animals, birdsand
of plants, -

communication and
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transportation systems, agricul-
tural problemas, etc. (h) marketiog

and distribution system of lo¢al

products, (i) health, sanitation

. and food habits, (j) study of the

. system of local government,

such as the union council, the
cooperatives, ete, (k) participation

in games and sports, music and

other recreational activities and

- (1) participation in development
;. and sogial welfars activitios.
The project was conducted on
l ‘an experimentdl basis for about
l’ three months from January 26 to
I
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- April 15, 1976. 1n spite of the
short duration of the project, it
had bgen sucgessful in making
an ioIpact in breaking thoe rigidity

ary curriculum

was evident in the parent

the banks of

~ and supported the project
heactedly. ~
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of the romtine and stereotype
teaching carried out within the
four wall of the classrooms.
also dispelled the idea of
parents who generally beliove
that education takes place oaly
within the school house.

viour at the iaitial stage when
they protested the idea of chil-
dreo remaining ia the fields, oo
rivers and ino the
local market. But as they saw
the children work and improve
their knowledge through out.
door learning, they were convin-
ced of the utility and purpose

e
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The evaluation study earried
out at the end of the project pe.
riod showed that the project was
able to break the inertia that
characterize the learning activi-
ties 'in  the rural primary
schools. The study team colls-
cted data from three groups: the
students, the parents and the
teachers all of whom had favo-
urable opinion about the out-
door primary education project.

It
the

It was found that the
This participation aand attendance
's beha- jn the schools increased

considerably during the pro
ject  period. The teachers’
motivation also increased and

they got moro satisfaction
from . this typo of teaching
jnipile of the fact tha?

they had to work - harder and

thie aew systom. A great majo-

wholes. rity of the teachers oxpressed
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bad (o be more oreative under

that the programme should be

" eeprpiarlage—t— -

axtended to all the schools in
they country,

- However, as tho project
committee ceased to function
after the experimeant, the govern-
ment failed to keep the project |
goiag or to extend it to other |
schools. As a result, the interest |
and eathusiasm created by the |
project graduatly waated and ths
schools reverted to the traditional
method of teaching. Thus, the |
primary schools were deprived
the opportunity of enriching theis
curriculym and  improving the
relevance of primary education
inths country merely due to

lack of earnestness on the part’
of tha suthoritias to provide thoe
necessary guidance, supervision
and inpute to sustain the activic
tiss of the project and expacd
it fusrther. ‘
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