o Th'e.,government has ann_bunced its decision j

“to sitpply. text. books free to students. of classes. |
ore to three of all government and’ private:

" schoois from January, 1984. Each student  will

. receive one full set of the books. Those Wwho
would need more may also “havel them . from

" market. But. the covers of the books, which will.
e made :available in the market, will be differ-

T ent from those of the free ones—which appar-

| ently is. a’ préventive measure against any possi-

tble entry-of the latter' -into .the market. . The

: Directorate of Primary Educatiory and the Bangla-.
;zdesh School Text Book Board have been entrusted
with the responsibility  of ensuring publication |

Land supply of the books by January next. The |
Upa-zilla Parishads. (which -have already under-
_taken the management  and administration of i
 primary schools) will fulfil the task of distribut-
ing them among the students. throlighout  the

1y
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, . The ‘above decision and{ arrangements far
! distribution of free -books  will -certainly. be!
appreciated by all.’ Evéryone would; - however,
1like: to see that these are acted upon properly.
For one thing, similar decisions had been takeni
in the. past, but they had either not been imple-
. { mented . timely on unplemented fha]szay’lﬁmﬂ
E-f'a‘ctor. we stress, is ~ very: jimportant for. the
bactual beginning ‘of instruction of anacadexmeé
| session. Thesupply of books. to all the areas by
sthe agencies- concerned - should, " therefore, “be .
 cémpléted by mid-December, and not January,
a5 the distribution of books to students-has to ‘
be done from January. For another thing, there ,
may be atternpts to mix up dishonest trading
i with the free distribution of text books. For*in-
stance, covers of free copies may - be replaced ¢
by those which ate meant for the books to be
marketed—a  trick that ‘mgy make’ corrupt deals {
possible by diverting the government supplies to- |
private fraders. There may be.  various ~-other.
* dishonest: practices. Precautionary - measures,
therefore, need.to bé taken against all conceiv-:
able malpractices and lapses in- the work of
| printing and publication, supply. and distribu-

tion of free books. '~ .

. 'What we would like to " impress upon ail’
concerned is that this gigantic' task - involving’
tens of thousands of primary -school . children -
all over the.country must be taken proper caré}
of -and that the job of reaching’ free text books?

| to' them from next January must be éxecuted in”
“such z manner that it augurs well for it in |

'a
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