THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER

_the urgency of taking ac-
« tion” against unscrupulous and
dishonest teachers who instead of
-taking classes encourage their
students to attend tutorial homes
or cnachmg centres they have set
up at their respective residences.
They suffer no pricking of con-

‘science while drawing salary -

without any work.

' Jy RESIDENT Shahabuddin
\ has justifiably underscored

When he sharply reacted to un-

- fair practices being adopted by:

“teachers, he did not have. only
secondary school teachers at the
back of his mind. He had in

front of his eyes such college and

‘university teachers as are alleged
.10 have sexually assaulted their
girl students or got answer scripts

filled in by students at home to |

give. them higher marks in ex-
change of pecuniary benefits.
Such unethical and unpfinci-
pled teachers cannot be trusted
with education” of our children.
They cannot set precedents for
their disciples to follow. On the

contrary, they show their stu- .

- dents the way to success. through
“unfair means.

Such teachers constitute a big
blot in the academic life of our
"educational
levels from primary to secondary
level and from higher secondary
to university level, They show
young learners how to succeed In

institutions at ail .

E

examinations’ without undertak- ".

ing serious study.and by adopt-
ing unfair means,

The propensity to ‘such crimes
 and commissions has made its
- way- (o thé teaching community

dunng the past three decades af-h

-y

4

ter liberation when ﬂld values

“and established norms have
yielding -

crumbled to pieces,
“place to a life of material ad-
vancement attainable by. means,
fair ot foul. Gone are the days

when men fired by sublime ide- .

als, used to take to teachmg and -~
- dedicate their lives to pursuit of
knowledge. Gone are the decades
that have produced profound

scholars, saints and savants like -
Dr Mohammed Sshahidullah, Dr.

G. C. Dev, Professor A BM"~

Habibullah, Professor Sajjad

Hossain, Dr Ennas Ali, Dr. A,
Matin Chowdhury etc. Many in
the new breed of teachers, who
have intruded the teaching after
liberation, have very little
scholarly aptitude and no fire of
idealism, Gifted with smaller
minds, they run for acquisition
of wealth at the cost of high

ideal of their profession. There-

are, of course, honourable excep-

tions who deserve respect and .
commendation of all concerned..

President Shahabuddin could

'‘not have such talented. scrupu-

lous, idealist teachers of the new
generation in his mind when he

who have inHitrated into our

 educational institutions and’ vi-

tiated their academic atmosphere
by their shady deeds.

Biit -the "question is how such
elemens managed to obtrude
upon our educational
tions. The governments that
came to power during the past 27
years after liberation pushed
- their own men- rcgardless of their
_academic qualifications and

cumpetence m educatmnai insti- -
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tutions at all levels starting from
the primary to the university
level. Most of these teachers at
the instance of their backers and
benefactors are required to play
politics designed to serve as prop

.to students working for pilitical

" aggrandizement of their patrons.
The governments, which patron-
~i1zed such elements in the new
‘seneration of teachers, were of
necessity obliged to pay them a

_price for the service reridered by -
“them, by way of overlooking or

winking at’their aberrations. ‘As
- has been stated, their abesrations

classes, asking students to attend
tutorial homes in their ho'uses or

sexual onslaught on girl stu-
dents. They are often paid heav-
ily for inciting’students to vio- |
lence and sett:ng one group of

“students against another.. These
undesirable elements are too
deeply -engrained in the aca-
demic life.of the country to be
weeded out at will,

" President Shahnbuddm is a
man with an illustrious judicial

ba:.kgrﬂund He does nct repre-

sent any. party- or grouping.
‘Solely guided by his own con-
science, he issued a statement at
the¢ inauguration of the
Education Week insisting.on the

importance of eliminating ‘such -~
- unscrupulous elements from- all -
the -

educational - institutions in
country. In issuing this statement

the President has.merely asticu-

‘Jated the sentiments of all fair-
minded; impartial, vnon-partisan
citizens who have
the country at the-back-of their

‘minds. But the president’s state-
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ment is only.an expression of pi-
-ous wish which can scarcely carry
'us. very far(in the, direction of

denuding - ouir; reducational insti-
tutions of such ‘unethical and un-

scrupulous teachers

President~ ~Shahabuddin

~ should, ‘th_g_;j:fq_re_,;takc'_'the initia-
.tive to convene. at Bangabhaban
-a grand ‘colloquy

to deliberate
o1 pmbiems pertaining to the-
unhealthy academlc atmosphere
intour. educational in-
smutlunsnﬁfthe tlight- of lapses

‘being;commiiied by a group of
.teachers""‘appmntcd on purely.
include regular absence from -

Npﬂhtlcal {considerations. Of al- {
lied- 1merest1|us;th¢ student pnh- N b

tics, acts: nflltcrrnnsm rape, vio-

» lence and .vandalism in our edu-

cational - institutions etc, being
buoyed. up,,,&byﬁ vested interests
ffom behind the scene. i |

The - presidént:. should . invite.
leaders" of ?all; political - parties, .
teachers,” students,

and “the bar, and finally guar-
dians o disucss problems para-

lysing ‘academic :life of schools,

colleges and universities can-'

-dldly and* npenly i a bid to
- devise ways and:means of driv-

ing out:the ghnst potluting aca--
demic life of our cducatmna] In-
stitutions. The ‘concourse must
hammer out a cunsensus on the

- ways and means of solving prob-

lems facing our educational in-
stitutions. The decision to be -
adopted by the . ‘concourse must,
of necessity, be.implemented in '
letter ~and spirit "and puhtical
parties must be made to commit -

. themselves to: -the decision be-

fore its implementation.

- ‘.",.*‘

members - of |
parhament ‘trade bodies, bench .|




