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- E are only 10 vears away from that developing nations desperately
f ~ the 21st century. Yet it is most need. and congtamtiy hL‘EL is one
;b ' which equaliscs opportunities for the.

painful to realise that the age-old
" % problems of poverty. ignorance. mal-
5 nutrition and discase continpe 0
‘plague millions of disadvantage peo:
ple’in the rural communitics of the
‘developing countries. These prob-

poor and disadvantaged children and
women in particular: and therefore
~ ~onc that must he delivered with
efficiency and guality. Technology
can help distribute education (rom all
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their studies ‘while ““"Hf‘i“h- and the adult workd today should be -

"ot lems persist even as. within-the past. Educational svstems inciuding;unii un;inﬁqpurahlc part of the whul:: - of the world's hest sources to all the
| three decades. mankind has made versities are the ¢reation nf-.isutmty. -UHI\‘FFHIl}' programmic. Opcn‘l_{m-._ people. iﬂFSFEC"\'t} of aec. “\‘1
.| temendous advances in science.  They have to function in socicty and - versity through d“““"-""i “‘%“Fj‘f'_““ creed. religion., socio-cconomic sta-

~technology and mass media. Food. for society. _ThF}- draw th|.1:|r suste- CHI’I‘pI'U\'I‘dE one uflll"u: tqtm:rnﬂ:]m u Eu tus. v‘-:hn arc in urgent ."‘:'::d of
* clothing. shelter. medicure and.  pance from socicty. Therefore, they  achicve strong I‘E!dlltll‘l&-l'llp l?man education wherever. thus crossing M
i aducation arc considered as basic * have a duty not only for. the future. the untversiy ;1_ml the adult ‘unrl . geographical  constraints. Thmlugh
. needs. In some cases. education is  but also for the contemporary sacic- Through establishment gf such A distance education strategy. speciafly
even more pervasive than the other ~ Y. Hence. the universities must  relationship scrious cfforts fnr‘ca!?;a- - trilored programmcs for ‘cach target
' basic needs. It is the foundation. the  accept full responsibility for. among o, for masses could be made 10 group can be prepared and deh-
: bedrock. the root cause of man's  others. mass cducation programmes. .. address the problems ‘.‘f.p“wi‘-}fh? ~ vered. Such a strategy would bring 1o
d state of deyclﬂpment or underde- The close liason hcl\l.'ccﬂ‘lht'unlt'ﬂl'-' pn'_-dupl_wu}'. ‘mi'li.l'“.ﬂl:’l‘“un'..hlfk?’t‘fhh lhfif vVery hllt!‘i.._ no matter how d{.‘[}'
- velopment. It 1s ignorance. more sities and voluntary ugenctcﬁ'dcmtud : _anﬁd_ illiteracy .as m.lt. a8 H‘I'I"Lf-l rived. an array of resources that can
¢ than anv other single factor that 1o mass cducation and the active atilisation ‘of resources. especially  qequately empower the poor of the
. brecds poverty. Poverty i both a " assistance rendered by the former to human resources which arc inabund-  Third World and bring new wealth
. gesult and a further cause of ignor-  the latter is considered amportant. -ance W Bangladesh. and opportunities ta improve their
f ance:” ' T The universitics must develop com- Thc_cgn\'cmmmﬂ u'l'ln't.‘r:‘ifilj.‘!'i' and guality of lifé. ‘
~1  For developing nations such as -prehensive programmes for cduca- schooling system could t_w}_:.h.umﬁtc} | st ¥
t Bangladesh. education can cqualise tion for masses in a determined effort rised as o limited and finite model 0 “Fhrough the use of new com- |

. .{ opportunitics. especially {or the dep-

rived and disadvantaged. ahd there- L theq,, to promote’ education ol @nayw

t fore must be delivered withrefficien”
¥ cv and!quulity. The later involves™ ™
"'} costs and resources of a magnitude
", " that are not within the 'means of the
countrv. Yet its people. must be
aurtured with the proper values, the

, required knowledge and appropriate
skilts so that the,minimum standards
of life. a sense of digmity. and the .
sustainability of evervday supvival
~can be attained. EDUCATION 15
THE NUTRIENT THAT SERVES

. AS A CATALYST FOR ALL THE

NECESSARY INPUTS TO-
" WARDS THE TOTAL DEVELOP-
MENT OF MAN.

Without vision. the prophets say. a
nation perishes. So it is with com-
munity. As we span the next 10 vears
" towards the 2lst century, deeisions
+ about the future must be made now.
'But thesé decisions must not begin
with the approach of designing and
specifving physical targets or mate-
rial wealth. The problems are so
“massive and the time s so short that

F.we must have a panoramic vision that

~ must start with the prioritisation of
2. the values that ensure the fullest
«  development of mankind. And the
"% value that will ultimately count the
, most is one which can categonically
> say that the primary bencficianies of
= development decisions ought to be to -
s . underpriveleged of the developing
.2 societies: the poorest and the niost
destitute and deprived. namelv the
w.. rural poor. particularly the children
. and women. Such as cmphasis has
7- become esssential “in- the hght of
today’s pervasive culture of poverty.
- Todav, ignorance. dliteracy. or the
lack of education arc regarded as
among the biggest obstacles to sus-
tained growth and  technological
progress.  Conventional means  of
spreading education are proving to
« be inadequate in the face of rapidly
" increasing  populiations.  Furthere-
more. the. guality of schooling re-
mains low. parttcularly in remote.
. rural areas. There is a marked need
: ;ﬂrftigplerzmnt formal schooling with
~lorma CduCa trern. vl nee
education and ﬂUI-[Jf*!iL‘hUtﬂd:;:;:g;f
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to cradicate adult illiteracy first ind

Formal ¢ducation systems inchuding
conventional universitics hate growa

shells around themselves and no lon-.

gor seem to be seasitive to the
cducational  requirements o the
communitics. This. of course. is also
4 result of the neglect of. and Jisen-

~ mination ‘against our rural people

{musses)  and  the  disativantaged
groups. including women.

The universities are expected to
play an important rofe by undertak-
ing some  community | problem-
solving activities, 1 am.  however,

sorry {0 say that in manRy of the Assun -

countrics, particularly thase which
have had colonial rule-the-umverse-
ties became highly detached from the
community.; Such self-inducted sola-

" uon and delineation. based on a false

semse of intellectual superiority 18
totally unwarranted and illogcal as
the¢ universitios have. traditionally
had hardly anvthing to do with the

ordinary people. In India and in

several Astan countries, we have not
heen able (o get out of this colonial
petspective. [am not oblivious of the
fuct that  therc are some glorous
exceptions to this rule in some of the
developing countries. However, our
uoiversities. by and large. have yet to
«Jevelop their interest in ddentifying
the problems of the community
around them and involving the facul-
tv and citizens in o continuing search
for tackhing the same.

. - Alternative Systems

Therefore. there 8 .0 need for

development of dlicrnative svstems

to address these demands. The mass
“education, as proposed here. means
who -
already  have considerable  know-:

cssentially  teaching  people

ledge. and experience. concerns and

responsihilities. Knowledge wisdom.

and ¢ducation, though closgly inter-
related and inter-linked are different
entities. more so in this age of
in[grmutiun-ctplﬂﬁiun. The umversi-
lies. 'hy providing for education for

*education .and. thercfore. are in-
adeguate, svstems (o) address the -

' ol B T icablome reifetedl sebrennt -
all-round nature among-al-citizens. o issucsand problems rélised to.cduca-3

tion for masses. Open upiversity s a-
unigue organisation for delivering

“education for masses through multi-

media  approach  and - structured

course which could be made avail-
able to home-hased students. The

introduction of open university as an
institution through which adults whao,
for-one reason or the another, had
not previously, eatered the formal

-education although [ully capable for

it. has come-at a time. when the
purpose and avakability of educy-
tional opportunitics have been wide-
Iv reexamined. |

- Moreover. the educational systems

.ol the countries of Asia share many

common problems including rising
costs in the face of budgetary con-
steaimts. lick of curriculum renewal,
fuck of “textbooks, lack of trained
teachers, inadequate level of com-
patibility between education systems
and the world of work: gaps between

“the supply and demand of waching

atds leading 1o Yow guality and low
svstemic efficiency of education. and
veryvlimited aceess to good cducation
for many groups cspecially the rural
poor and disadvantaged. including

women., About 6 per cent of the -

population of Asian  developing

countries [1ve 10 rural arcas DMCs ™

are finding it difficult to fulfil the
goal of universahisation of pnmary
cducation, and are also not able to
meet the increasing goal of umversa-

. lisation of primary education. as also

unable 1o meet the inereasing socyil
demiand for ceducatson at all levels for

“all target groups through the formal

structure of education. The ithiteracy
rate in the region continues to be
high und education for all could well
remain a distant dream for the region
as 2 whole. Judging by the present
Irends. the imporntant features of the
socio-economic  enviropment  of
cducation development. both guan-
titative and qualitative. in the 1990,
are likely to inciude the following:

"_{a) severe financial constraints: (b)

gobd cducational programmes can
ereatlvbe - extended (o dargeaudi- ¢
enees in ruril and remote arcas with
tremendous  Oexihility  of  subject
matter content. in locations served.
and with a choice of narrow or wide
band formats. Two new technolo-
gies. namely satellite communication
and (ibre optic cable, have dramati-
cally enhanced cducational capabili-
ties. but others such as the VHF
terrestrial radio teiephone. cellalar
radio technotogy and various new §
mohile communication techmigues .
are making impdrtant contributions.
Satelite and fibre optic transmission
technologics  are. n fact, com- |
plementary, Satellites are «ill the
hest for broadeasting to provide for
rural and remote access. while fibre
optics are well suited to hinking cen- ;
Ares of learping, umverstty campuses, -,
cte. Fibre optic-based educational "
network can also be “pigey-backed”
onta telecommunications networks
at 3 modest cost. Today. the future
for educational transmission-costs is
Svery promising. Fibre optic, cables
can now be made for about (@ 3 1.00
a foot. .while micro-terminals. .com-
plete with microprocessors and pria-
ters, can be purchased for about @ 3
206 The fibre-optic line provides
sound and picture guality that anten-
na-bound TV viewers can only
dreasn of. Within the next 11 years
satelite transponders could probably -
be purchased for as e as $2M1KX.
In short. the reduced "costs of tech-
nology could make a Jarge number of
cductional  services  avalable,
through the  distance  education
made. to more and more people.
Where appropriate. we mbst ¢x-
amine. evajuate and wtilise the many -
new transmission and programming
capabilitics that are now available
{rom advanced communication tech-
nologies. espeaially satelhites. Now,”
the question is not whether develop-
ing countrics can afford the peaceful
uses of outer space. Rather. 18
whether they can afford to igpore
them. Furthermore. effective - coor-

municition techaologies. access 10
Lf
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continued rapid populition growth:  ginarion through regional coopera-
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