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tial adult dliterates nl' the 21st con-
tury unless action i8 taken to enrofl
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HE \ﬂ:dr I‘J‘}ﬂ was declared [n-

tcrnatmml Literacy Yeur (1LY},

bv the United Nations. It was hoped

that thc observance of this occasion !

‘would foster deeper understanding
‘of-the multifaccted problems of. ilh-

teracy. and prompt greater efforts to )

its eradication. This year Interna-
tional Literacy Dav was observed on
the. 8th of Scptember 1991, so it
.appropriate.  to ¢xamine
aspects related to illiteracy,

CHMméracy 1" not only a symptom

hul also a4 cause of under- -
development. Development has to

-be perceived as a global action of |
..change tn society—

—i1 process where a |
Eumut of mtcrcunncr:tcd aspects— |
socio-political and ecoromic interact |

“upon each other. The idea that litera-

¢y automatically Ieads to dcvclup
ment in- uu.r-umplnhc The rela-
tonship betiveen literacy and de-
velopment is a complicated one. This
relationship can beunderstood if we
see 1t as being Ol an interactive.
Organie nature: Lur:mm supports the *

Process u[du:.[upnu. ntandisin ture |

nurturcd by #t (sce (‘drrnn and Bor-
1983). '

In 1985, there were appnmmatuh

889 million adult illiterates anthe .
world and over 1000 million out of -
| $chool children "of primary . schoot- @
1 age gioup in the developing coun- -

trics. These children are the poten-

them in schovls. Appmmma_h.lv % a acqumng lllerCV HLI"H are, worth:"

-1terac Y—
‘per cent of thc world |II|tLr..1h.~. five in

“points (1985). It may be significant to
.-;|II|teratt:s comprising 666 miltion.
'_mcnl have been dnalysed and "de-,

certain
- accepied fact that literacy is one of; .

-« prises three indicators: (1) life expec |

being.

attainment of literacy inally depends,
. upon the desire of the. LIILHILILL
gmup upon  their conviction™ that!. ; don (1991 it, was emphasised that

' Education Fur All should form an "

Selma Mﬂhsm

_—|—- -

- while. 'Motivations mll e pn.'“.nll
whea literacy programme s a com- >
“ponent of a ‘wider movement of
_progress and reform which-promises
110 change thc qudhn of fife ol the
lcarner by arousing new aspimlmnu.
rand by prmldmg new possibilities’[
Thll'\ literacy is not merely a matter
“of acquiring - hasic eduction, i is a

developing countries” and. the dif-
ferential hctwr:cn lllllcmm rate. fur
wommen and men is 21 percentdge |

note. that three quarterﬁ of the world

Iwe m Asm o

"In the past. literacy ind dcvelup -
bated in many forum& Itis now an 1,Pinmi enhancemmient of - human pun.n-

talities, 1n pamcu]ar This requires i,
l:suut'uncd struggle agaiast illiteracy

-soctal. economic and cultural mabi-
Cilisation as well *as uffnm towards
ceducation. The nEhl o Edumtmn
'For All (EFA} must not be seen
mercly as a rhetoric but as a reality.
| The World Conference on Education
For All held at Jomtien. Thailand
1990 was-the largest of its Kiifd. 1t}
was assumed in this conference that}
!thc goal was mcasumhte and dl[dlﬂ*
dhlﬂ' - - 3

the variables towards an intcgrated
approach to' development. It Sup-|
ports the development “process. It
tnteracts with other variables and
other productive | mpul5 of the educa-| ;
tionat programme. . . 1A
The Human Devclupmenl churl
1990 described human development
as the means of increasing the op-! .
tions of the pcople. Thé most vital
choices that people should possess is.
the (1) ﬂptmns to lead a healthy life.
(2) to possess adequate Lnuwlcdge . To be- reahauc it s vital to realise |
and (3) to find access to work and} th'}t Educalmn For All {EFA) must |
income. This new mceasure of de-’ + | have. six hxuumhie factors: (1) pull-
velopment—the Human- Develop-1 tical will, (2) adequate financial |
menf, Index (HDI). therefore. .com- . |allocation: . (3) demand for cduca- |
o] (4) effective managerial capa- T
hility, (8) removal of alt kinds of |
inertia in the existing cducation svs-
Jlem and (6) time necessary for ex-
 Ipanston of such - magnitude in the
cducatmnal infrastructure {sce Hal-
Jdak, 1991)7 To refer to Hallak’ "I

tancy. (2} cducation and (3) income.
Thus there is a close_link betweén
literacy, phvalcal dl‘ld cconomic well-
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I needs 1o be remarked t thdt il‘u_

guestion of dwclupmt:nt in general |

‘Keynote specch on Education in Lon- -
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mlcgmted pdrt of a puilc; of de-
velopment and democracy. Thus the
' present concept of literacy takes on i
newasignificance for dcvclwpm:.nt-
#planners i Since literacy is not an
‘independent variable in the process

--r-il---l-ﬂ-

ﬁune ‘of the variables. it consequently
i needstio’;be integrated with .other
inputs of dE‘u’Elﬂmenl Policy mak-
icrs'?ﬁeed to keep in mind specific
. situation-in which literacy is being
-lmplf:mentcd and. to address the
!r needs of the Iearners in their context
.md environmient. ' -/

_Evaluation and analysis of literacy’

. programmes cannat adopt a simple |

dlchmumy of -success or failure.

F Progress is a matter ol degree and |

1Flht::' degree of progress nceds ito be

; can:fullv ﬂnalwed and remedial mea-} |

fsures™ adnpled or else it will remain

{cnnccplually interesting but'in terims ||
agdf )

of " productive applicability
SUEIEldl impact _quite uscless,

Fmally we nccd wanun dcducal{un

. -I.u

Imp(}bSIhIC but to quote Bcrndrd
Lown.+ President of International

Physlmans for ‘the Prevention of the {

* Nuclear War, who was awarded the|
Nuhcl Pcace Prize 198S. ‘Onlv thosc
‘ who ‘can sce the invisible cantdo thel.

f impossible”. Let us face the :.:hdlin:.rimf '

“of |socio-e “economic development but |

, of 2Education For All and try:

“attempt what seems impossible't lld:l
}hut «which may well scem possible
wuhm a few years.. L
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