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HE pracnce e and dpplu:atmn of

English as a1 medium of instruc-

tion in the educational apparatus of .

our country has been a controversial
;issue for decades. especially so since
our independence in [97]. Some

. people have all along claimed that a
. foreign and alien langhage can never |

be the basis of our education. sup-
[ pressing and superscding our very

own Bangla. The pragmatists on the

~other hand have placed emphasis on
the historical indispensability of the
English Language in our socicty.’
Instcad of an overnmight conversion

into’ Bangla they have emphasized a
gradual transformation with simul-

taneous strengthening of the base of -

Bangla . in. terms of 1ext-books.
‘teachers and institutions.. This dual-

ity in approach has in fact torn apart .

-our education arcna for the past two
decades culminating in an dlarming
deterioration in the standard of our
education.

Let us then dispasstonately analyze

~ the issue, retrace our history, and

look at the historical facts. In ancient

times, this Bengal of ours had a-

culture of its own bred on its own
resources: and indfgenous tradition.
The foundation of our education and
culture had an indigenous base.

“Came the Aryans, the Pathans. the !
Mughals. Europeans and the En-

elish. The foundation of our indige-
jrous culture and education crumbled
and there started the process  of
biending of diverse cultures. And as
the British crown extended its

domination over thc subcontinent.

the English language and the system

of education it represented got a firm

foothold. Tt was not mere months.
vears. or decades. For almost 200

ycars this subcontinent had remained

under the shackles of d British mas-

ter. This has resulted in the inevit- -
{1 able consolidation of a system of

-education based on the English lan-
“guage:, There was another outcome.,
a wndmmﬂ of dependuncy which
spread across the subcontinent from
the “Khyber ‘to the river Naf. and
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made#is an unwitting accomplice to a |

language. foreign, but indispensable ..

" for our education even today. et us |

now proceed ‘with the second phase |
of our analysis which will entail an i
assessment-of standard of our educa- |

tion during pre-liberation and post- |
liberation days. _
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fmnl al various foreign ur_lwcmtu:h
or US administered aptitude tests
such as G.R.E.. GM.A.T. 1

Spurred on by the belief that our|
own language will facilitate casy pas-:
sage through various cchelons of
education. today thousands and)

Prior to 1971 the standard of our'} *lakhs of pupils eventure into thc]

education and the degrees that it : .
offered were widely accepted by the |

English speaking world which n- :
cluded countries like the U.K. and i
the U.S.A. What happened was that.
in continuation of our colonial tradi-
tion our pupils were bred with a diet
of English from the very primary |

. p—— i —

" stage and this continued upto the
~ college or University level. The stan- .

dard had to be good because the basc ¢
of English in terms of books. :
teachers and institutions was excel-
lent and the options for sclection
were vast and varied. !

an “what happend aftcr nde-
pendence was that, we were thrust !
with a political 'decision all of a
sudden "demanding -that English be|
replaced by Bangla at ai levels and all
spheres. No cxperts were consulted
and no cxpert opinions were sought.
It was a hasty and {oothardy dcc:-i
sion, trying to do mme:hmg ‘before
doing the necessary groundwork. l
What resulted was the mess we arc ¢

'corridors of higher education only to,

perish, or come out successful at the:

cxpense of quality. . Quantity. aon|
quality seems to be the catchword of!
our education system todayv.

All these flops and Failurcs of our
educational arcna had a devastating !
impact on our national and tntu_rna-‘
tional standings. The English speak-
"ing world has in many cases with-
drawn the recognition of-our de-.

grees. The Americans arc o suspi-

clous about our -credibility: that our
students now’ nced  passports 1o
appear at a TOEFL Exam. possibly 4
the only country in the warld requir-

ing such a credential. Only in Medi-

~cine and Engincering. where the
medium of education is still English, ;
do we have recognition from -coun-
'tries like the UK or the USA. |

The raise our standard of cduca-
tion what, we nced* to do at th
moment. 15 continue  our English
tradition. by makng it mandatory atf
all levels. The base of B:II’ILLI in,
cducation” as indicated by Ta:\l-

in. Officially Bangla is the medium of*| | thooks, teachers and institutions. is

education, unufﬁclallv the base still
remains English. Weak attempts had -
been' made to expand the base of
Bangla with new text-books. but
these are mostly low quality enes and
themselves differ with cach other in -
respect of language. tcrminologics.
and content. The choice s limited |
and the quality is poor. This pmmpt'-.
pupils to look for English text-books. !

~ but because of their weak {foundation

in English at Primary-and Sccondary

levels, they fail 1o d:Eesl English, at

higher |EVE|!‘:
The standard of our :.du:..umn T

now scholars  manifested at the
national -level -in various . public ex-
I ' — _ - -—h—?;'—n-_“‘_
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‘English modcl,

—adentity.

stil very poor. We do oot have
abundant or exhaustive quality text-

booksin Bdnﬁla Our teachers. most-

Iv brought up in the English tradition

“are not vet fully capable of converi-

ing themselves into fullfledged Bang- t

~ ta medium teachers. The t.LillCd[lﬂndl_

institutions, carlicr developed on an'
and having an En-!
glish base, suffer from o crisis of

So the only Optionat the moment
to reverse this trend is to, make!

“English i language of instruction and

lcarming at all lovels. At least for the

- short term future we must adopt and -
accept this reality?!

-No doubt.
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terms of books. teachers

“possihle amongst the strongest n th |

‘nor do their fanguages or “culture

Bingla.

bl 1

truth and utility of this proposition, |
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fond hope and cherished desire s tof
establish Bangla at all fevels, but this!’
can not be done overnight or through|
any hasty miscalcutated decision. WEI
must do necessary groundwork in
rs. and Iinsti-
tuttions before Bangla can actually;-
be made the unlv medium of instruc-
tion. .
- In this context we can cast our cyves
on the Indian model. The base of
indigenous  languages in- India s

-
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world. but even then they havc kept

to their past tradition and has L‘Im-!
tinued to apply English -as” the
medium of instruction at all levels,
They don't lose by that in any wayv,

suffer.  The quality of Indian!
academicisns and cultural  perfor-
mers are acclaimed world wide.

"We can alse look a1 other conti-
nents of, the globe for solace and'
direction. The Western world. the |
Europcans or the Americans teach
or fearn at least one foreign [anguage |
in their schools and- this st:thh
places” them i good  stead m; |
academic attainments. This leads to
another related but vitally lmpurhmt t
dimension of the issue. It is pow ai
well established fact that multilingual
intelligence and multilingual t.dum-f
tion is superior than monotingwal |
oncs. 1 -we ook at the developed!
western world where “the normati’
practice is the mastery of at feast tho |
to three languages we cun see the 2

S0 wht not we, a lesser developed

country of the world. give recogni-
- tion to our historical realities and the
reality that surrounds us glohally,

and continue our past practice v.-f
using Enghsh as 4 language of in-;
struction side by side with HII’Lﬂfi
thening the base of our very own |
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