NGLISH medium education in
Bangladesh has been wilnes-
sing a rejuvenation afier 2 period of

| hall'af over a decade. 1t is therefore,
time we re-cxamined its position in

the socio-cultural setting and looked

| into the mode of operation of the

_English medium schools in the
country. o

mushroom growth of
medium schools, a large number of

| them are not fully English medium,

_nor are they upto the level of high
school graduation.
~The fact that these schools arc to

tinct, if not precarious. To enunci-
ate this point further and educatton

.l &l institution, as & mini society

belonging to its' own cullure and

{ tradition, while exercising that role

mostly in an alien language poses a

| serious challenge to the peaple sin-
cercly concerned. How far should.
| an educational institution proceed

o its curriculum and its adjuncts in
arder to function successfully within
the perimeter of its culture on the
one hand and the English language,

_its. " vehicle of operation on the
| ‘other? Many stich questions can be
1 raised and argued on when educa-

tonal institutions are looked from a
hroader point of view and objectives

| of educating children aré scen in
 correct perspective. . However, 1o

most who are actively engaged in

| ‘English medium eucation, this fact

remains obscure if.not overlooked.

| An educational institution is 1o be’
1 seen in the socio-cultural context 1o
| which it belongs. All such institu-
{ tions therefore. lend themselves
| further to appropriaie scrutiny by

the society.

| *.The nature of English medium
| schools has been rendered more

cbscure by wrong perceptions pre-

_citizenty. One such misconceplion is
Ethat they are synonymous with kin-
# dergartens. Kindergarien can best
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Although we have been observing -
English

operate in a Bengall speaking socie-
* ty makes their position rather indis-

valent éven among the educated
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be described as'a primary phase of

schooling where -teaching is to be

carried on according 10 the German
educational reformer Froebel, in 2 .
relaxed manner by means of physic-
a] ¢xercises, games, moverments ctc.
through which children ate 10 leamn

. basic skills and social behaviour.
Any phase beyond this level is no

more a kindergarien. While this is

one point, the other is, most of the
existing kindergartens ot kindergar-
tens as part of a primary, middle or
a secondary school are more formal
in its nature and therefore, very
much distant. from the Froebehan
system. This can Dbe further sub-
stantiated by the fact that many,
playgroup, nursery children arc o0
be 1aken care of by tutors at home. *
However, teaching the ‘basics’ pri-
marily having in practice in our:
schools event &t such lower levels, it
seems that society has also been
conditioned to accept such a sysicmi.
Again, some of ‘the schools are
not fully English medium . the
sense that speaking English in and
out of class may not be very much
stressed and therefore a child may
not hear much of English before he
" himself can pick it up. -

This is a point of outmost signifi-
cance, as a favourable environment
for learning English from out-of-

-

school soutces is aimost absent in |

Bangladesh. it can further be con-

tended on 'the *point -of English-.

medium schools being not fuliy En-
glish medium -is In their essence. If

cuch schools have been patterncd ;
after schools in England or Amenca
even to a8 minimal, two things stand
out in stark contrast to their system .
. particularly at the elemenitary level.

These are lack of awarencss of --

individua! difference in a learning
situation and the other, the bulk of
homewotk given 10 the young chil-
dren. As a corollary 10 this decisions
on such issues like' promotion, re-
.tention of pupils recur in. our

schools, .. - .
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Perhaps the strangest thing that
occurs in this context is when a child ;
fails- miserably in any of these clas-
ses having attended the same school
for four or five years or cven more, -

Since the system by and large does ’

“not fit the child, rather a child is to
' fit himself in the system miakes our:

schools estranged from the philoso- .
hy of education underlying schools
in the developed countries.

Tuition Fees -

One pél criticism about énglish"

-medium schoals in Bangladesh is

that they are very expensive and, -
therefore, © money-making
businesses. While there may be
some truth in this viewpoint, a good
standard English medium school is
supposed 10 maintain & Very good
quality of teaching staff, let alone
other facilities for co-curricular acu-
vities. Again, good ‘standard of
teaching -geared to high school gra-
duation under foreign Boards ne-
cessitates appointing teachers with
expertise and thoroughly familiar
with the system. Definitely there is
siill a dearth of teachers of this
standard and guality accompanied
by fluent and aL the same time
correct command of both oral and
written English, a problem that has
perthaps been widespread due (o
mindiéss decision of neglecting En-
glish . for such. a long time in our
country. It should have been recag--
pized tong ago that no Janguage, be
it English or any other, can posc 2
threat to one’s mother tongue. The
foymer ones reside in one's brain
only, whereas the latier not only in
the brain but in one’s kingdom of
heart. T _

Although the government has .
been rather concerned about the
English medium schools in the 1e-
cent past and has given some direc- )
tives as to their amount of tuition.
fees, selection of books etc., never-

theless no financial aid in some form

‘being the only source of income, all

‘cause of demands ;by:an ever-
- increasing population in our coun-,

- while this clientele in their tum are
contented with things exogenous 1o

.regarded as poorly  planned and

they should now be assessed in their

or other can be expected of it
normally. Therefore, - tdition fees

expenses including . any develop- |
ment work of the school are 10 be,
borne by these. Now looking at the
other side of the story; some schoals
may function . as ~ money-making
businesses while * deviating them-
selves sharply from the ideal of such -
an institution. Nevertheless, these
schools do also thrive mainiy be-

try. Some peoplie who setup English .
medium schools bear j misconcep- i
tions such as high fees ‘etc. would | .
enharice image of the school. Thisis ¢|
undoubtedly an unprofessional and |.
a myopic view aimed at attraciing a -

very small segment of the society

English medium education at least:
inilially. There cannol be any lack
of consensus about the view that
quality education is costly every-
where in the -world bot any such
increase -of cost should ideally be
correlated with benefits that are:j.
tangible, otherwise -this trend in
Bangladesh can very justifiably be

therefore a mere fashion.

Since the’ government - have at
least taken cogmizance of the exist-
ence of English medium schools,

éntirety, particularly on the locus of .
their quatity of education, and last
but ‘not least, - as- existing in the
socio-cultural miliew of our country.

Perhaps only then Fecognition of
institutions in the process will take |
place paving ways for secking coop-
eration from the government. It s \l
also time to feel thelnecessity of
extending ‘English- medium educa-
tion upto tertiary and higher levels.
Only a thoroughly good quality of
education- can uplift a nation -and
Jeave a legacy to be remembered.
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