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By lhe tum of thrs eentury the;
developrng ‘countries, > -including " Bangla-!
| "desh, - will togel.her have a billion illi-.
‘terates -unless * 'the present trend of in-
* vestment opeducation is. corrected.  This
rwas the dire predrotron made by Mr Wr- 7;
Hiam- Draper, Director Geoeral of UNDP]
~ ‘ (United -Nations Development aPrr:rgrar.nroe)
lastrSaturday at the opemng session . of -
* a seminar in Amman on developmenﬁ stra-
i tegres for the year 2000, = - | |
-* " "The world already. has nrne huudred*
mrlhon adult: rlllterates of age fifteen ‘and -
older, orerﬂS per. eent— 666 . mrilroa-of
'r.whorn "are in the Asra-Paorﬁe region. Bing- -
z ladesh alo_ne harbours: - over 70 million of :
24 them out ofa'populatron -of 100.5 mrlhon,
5The irony is that most of the high illite- ¢
i raey eountrres have- elementary edueatron for .
rall as'a basro human rrght enshrmed o
“ their eoos nulwn LYét, accordmg to the
iAmman meetmg, developmg ¢ountries had_
Tt expenditure on edueatroa from 132[)31'#
{cent of therr budget m 1972 to 7.6 per cent *
I;r’hn,1985 For us 1t is eveo lower, although -,
oompared Mto previous allocatron, currentr
pereentage IS hlghest ‘ |
M i We are. lmng wrth the oonsequonces of
very hrgh rlhteraey aEverythmg from socro- |
- eCONOMic underdevelopment to. overpopu- - '
lation; - malnutrmon and mass deprwatron s
mvarrab]y assocraled with it. It ‘is indeed ’,
- __T_th “supreme destroyer of human oreatwrty
'and lmtratwem—u,...,rt lmmobrlrzes the commu-
,mty and reduces the nation’s capacity-for.
selfrehaut development. The social and
" humao. indicators 0 developing countries - r |
expose the/ stark reality and the gapiog .. |
' discrepancy. betweea. constitutional preteaces ! -
‘ ”d‘*fpractrees Hrgh time we ‘faced up to
efact.s.,r,Edueatlon ‘*"egmps human bemgs for
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| ra ‘better ‘life. f*&Wrth _ﬂeducatron they have a -
s greater abrlrty ‘to “’é’arn aa. income and fight __i*
' for “their *rights: It -is the .only way we can
ftransform -a. liability into aa- asset, J’
- Tomorrow, September 8th,- is Interna-
tronal Lneraey Day It is a hrgh tech’ world
‘where. mformatrorr can be transmitted ia
seconds BCross continents and millions can
' 'watoh a srogle svent armuhaneously all over
t1'.he world The frurts of educatron are ob- -
vrous Itisa ‘wonder t.hat so many develo-
' ping countries should ‘still be blmd to the
critical role- of education in human resource
development AR | B
 Fortunately many among the developrng,
eountrrea are partrcrpatlng in the Asia-
Pacific Programme of Education for Al
(APPEAL) which was lauached last year -
with ‘the ‘aim of reachmg three goals . era-
dication .of "illiteracy ; unwersalrsatlon of
primary education ;. and provision of oppor-
tunity - for. continuing -education. China, -
St Lanka, South Korea, India, Indonesia,
:Malaysm, Nepal Philippines and Thalland
are the partrerpalrog countries. We . hope /
Bangladesh too can follow surt aod iovest

now fora better future,. = // j

-

§h

o |

——
" L
-




