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) EFFECT lVE LEARNING
FOR ALL

1
o Cinuetnes w:th hlgh 1ll|teracy rates rank { | a
- low in terms of socve-ecenem:c mdlcatora. - O
’-' Develepment experts ‘have amassed enough |
‘ evidence "to -show - that eﬁ’ectwe Iearmng 5 'f

~ for all people. in, develepmg ‘countries can
- work.” -wonders. Educauen,_ even” if it is ¢
| prlmary or " funetmnal -and_ nen-tradttlonal
‘is -an active agent of major change in. all

~ fields _of human ‘activity. Blt‘th and mer-w
. K ttellty rates - fall ‘as pqule, «speeially women, iy .
" u their . basm leammg *skills to gather ‘ ‘ |
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] lnferma'tleﬁ; that enh:mees Ilfe The - good
effects, begin ito reglsler on the preblems
. of ever-pepuletlen and’ peverty, | beth ﬂef
which ‘have: l:>eeni defeatmg all our eﬂ‘erts |
| at deve]epment. It ; is h:gh tlme we started ; -
- -our eﬁ'enswe ‘against thef‘wele'{]s " enemles
_ ' at the, ngbt end. Mass edueallon is I:he
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tweapen that can . help BiLE aebleve our % - i
1

b REF R

g .

ob_]ectwe of slewmg down pepulatlen gro-_'
-wth and- sustammg human life at a reaso-
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| nable standard by the year 2000. - Mo
R - ', Addressing a grand conference ef primary _° ‘
school teachers Pres:dent Hussam Muhammed
*Ershad vmced his commitment . to establish -
1Bang!adesh ‘as’ a natlen of hterates by the - | i
lturn of lhe century Clearly, the Premdentf
i “seesin- the mass llteraey;erusadea uatlon
‘in the future better equlpped te cope Wlth
tife’s demands. “He annouﬁced a’ number of -
tmeasures to- boost’ prlmary teachers into
| more dedwated servlee se that_by _the end V.
g‘ef the century our? ltteracy raté ’ ee’uld be’ 4
iraised to at” Jeast sixty per: cent frem the
"present twenty-four, ,...pere eent.ﬂ,The‘re_ _ere:

Also’plans ; to make’ umversa! prlrnary' eda- E .
CTTT—— cahon compulsory by the next decadem g
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pnmary :educatlen was @ret_ adopted::- ae |

ggeal for Asmn ceuntrles ih the, 1960 L:* ' ’
“Karechl plan" whreh proposed "thdt every |
country sheuld prevlde a system of uewerse!
compulsory, and fres pnmary edueatlen ot’
seven yedrs er more within".a: perled of- uet g . :
mere thee 20 year.. (1953 E)) 'I‘ne Bengla- a .
: desh eenstitutmn :,lee has ‘:}e:eers&l pr:mary
eeueet;ee aashciand o, it 15 e b:asm humm
right, Obvleusly there nare gaps b

the w:ll and the ways taken Lo rea!hse the
goal “1 s ) _j i

_-_.'l'.

Pres:dent Ershad has. premtsed fmcreasmg
the a,“e“,“,i't Jel!ﬂolcatlon ‘for *pﬁmn iyl edus wioa’
“ut it would be. lrrattenal' toulsuppese t'hat 1

*e can aehleve near-tetal Iltereey merely b_v |
acreesmg funds. The eentent the metheds
?d the phllosephy of lmpertmg llfe-enhan-
mg basic edueatlen te 'the anetmn need to.
be worked eut ﬂrs.t by the buSt mmds

Natlenal educatienal planners.‘*eumculum 3
develepers, mndvatory lnsututm'is and rag 1<
| archers must .be abj: to ldentlfy the. sp...clﬁ... |
+ * problems that heuud the primiry educition EL{
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sector. This needs’ both qualitative reneiwal -t

and expansleueto have the ‘desire 4 effectsx
on seelety The very I{}ﬂ standerds at the ;

-pnrnary level specully of taral schools, are - }

exposed by “the sheeklng ‘conceptual ¢ ina- -

- dequacies, Imgmst:c shortc Omings and Llck ' |
dfeemmen knowledge demonstrated bya

“majority of advanced degree hulders in the
‘country, | - .
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Let s [earn from the suscesses in ether
developing countriss, - Malaysm, for. example,..- ' | )
3 hopes to achieve full Ilteraey by 1990. Todey .
'it ° has..an impressive 75 per cent' I:teracy
trate,, thanks - to its- ﬂdOpllOﬂ - of the
gUNESCO Asia- Pamﬁc Pregramme ot‘ Edy-
cation for:-Afl (APPEAL) which ‘was- ofﬁcmlly R
launched in 1987, - Ameng the' threencgm-
ponénts. of the pregramme are Unwer::allee- !
tion of prlmar}' edueauon eradlcat:en of illi- j
teracy and centmulng educetton for deve{ep-
ment Qur prlmary educatlon sector needs "
a shake-up to improve . and ‘make it y:eld |
better dmdends We should take the- best -
tbe|p to su_pple_ment- governmmt effarts, ./
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