i th:mugh " mutual .

| Fellowship
| undertaken by the Council for Inter-
| national Exchange of Scholars. I had
| an. uppurtumty to avail of the fel-

£

| extraordinary students—the philo-

-

HE world is growing smaller. So
there is a need to develop grea-

1 ter understandmg and awareness of

other countries, -cultures and peo-

ples. Attempts:are being made to

bring nations.close to: each other
exchange “of
‘academic . programmes. ‘Fullbright
is ome such attempt

lowship to join. the Department of-

Sociology/Corrections and . Social

| Work, Mankatq State University,
the academic- year. -

.S.A.  dunng the
1986-87. 1 was entrusted with
teaching both Sociology and Anthro- -

‘| pology courses on Bangladesh.
réspective courses included

The
. topms such as the family, economy,

- govérnment, culture and social con-

trol in Bangladesh. I was also invited
o speak as a guest speaker in the -
State Universities” of - Virginia,
Wright, Anjona.and. U S. Intc:ma-
tional, New Yourk. .

The busy academic year prnwded
me with a_rare experience .of the

educational and intellectual environ-

‘ment in ‘the U.S.A. Against this

| backdrop, it is hard to resist temta-

tion to write my teaching experience
in U.S.A. reflecting on her educa-
tional system and academic environ-
-ment, :

The educational system uf U.S.A.

" may be understood in the context of
~ Plato’s idea of education.- Plato con--.
I siders a sound educational system as.
{ the basis of social justice. Théugh in
..his idea- of education, Plato advo-

"cated education for all, he “actually
‘entertained . the view that highert
"education should.be meant for the

{ ;sopher kings/the guardian ‘class. In

me Mohammad Afsaruddm :-

--elaboratmg l'us sche:ne Platn pmp-
-osed the study-of literature, music .

and mathématics for the §tudents up -
- to the age of 17 to' 18 years, and the .

practice of rigorous physical exercise.

and military training for the students .

between the age of 18 to 20 years,
and the study of mathematics for a

smaller number of brilliant students .

on selection between the age of 20
and 30 years. The'study of Dialectic/ -
Philosophy and- Ethi¢al education
_has been advocated for a selected -
. group of students between the age 30
and 35..These selectively educated
stidents will be appointed in the .
various posts of state adiinistrative

- management bodies within the age of

™ 35 to 50 years'so that they can gather
experience of the real life. Finally
these students will achleve perfection
'in their practical and theoretical
knowledge and employ - their time
and knowledge in mattefs uf state
-administration. . *
~ The ‘western countries- have tnf:d
" to follow some fundameéntal princi-
ples to establish -Piato’s educational
scheme in their own educational sys-
tem. In the U.S.A.; educationdl $ys-

“tem though apparently havmg €nor- -

-mous diversities in_striCture,. form .
and grading, the basic. phllnsnphy of
her educational system always im-
bibe the Plato’s-idea of education.
The structure of American educa-
tional institutions seems to be classi-
ficatory. The classifications are diffi-
cult to make because of decentralised
administration and control. For ex-.
amples, there are some universities. .
‘that do riot offer degrees -beyond the
bachelors while there aré some col-~
leges that offer doctoral degrees. So |
. generalisations about institutions on
the basis of their official titles is very -

- difficult to make. , - .

f .

Elementary and High Schmls The

'-elememary school and high school

(ur secondary school) generally re-

‘quire at Jeast 12 years, study/educa-
. tions. Students usually have remain

in school till the age:of 16. On-the

' mmpletmn of high school education,

_theyr graduate at the age of 17 or 18.
Division is generally made in phases:
elementary -school (six years of
. elementary: school), junior’ high
school -(three years of jumior high
school), and high school (three years
of high school) though it is not
always the case. 8-4, 7-2-3; 6-2-4 anid
66 plans can also be fnund in the
,U.§. educational system ' The follow-
ing are the categories of institutions
fuund in Amenca ‘

Two-year ouﬂeges The community

_colieges usually offer academic prog-
rammes suitable for transfer to four-

year institutions, and also terminal

‘technical and vocational courses.

This .is "the preparatory. phase for
various technical fields of education.

* These institutions usually serve local
populations within specific areas. In
addition.to these, there afe also a few
private two-year colleges 1o prepare

-students for transfer to four-year

mll_eges and ‘universitiés. .
Four-Year Liberal Arts Colleges.
These institutions mainly offer prog-
rammes of  general undérgraduate
education mcludmg studies in- the
humamtles, language,-arts, social sci-
‘ences, and physical and’ Aatural sci-
'ences and also the progessional stu-
dies of upto four year,- These liberal

arts colleges that offéer four years -

bachelor’s degree are mostly non-
_ public or mclepcndent This phase of

education is completed (usually) in .

preparation’ of graduate:and profes-
. sional _ schools. Ma]ﬂl' umvemtlcs
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Reﬂectmns On U.S. Educatmnk:
~ System  ..

graduate and-professional studies. ye

here are ‘mainly for profit making,

 COUESES,

teachers. (To be continued). * - ‘
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also ntfer the upportumty of undcr-{
graduate liberal arts pmgrammes
like- these colleges. ‘ u

There are also a great many- state
and private four-year colleges, many,
of whith were formerly teacher- ,_‘:«‘..
training colleges, that offer only offi-- i
cial prograinmes or special training.
along with hiberal arts. Credit from.. |
these colleges is normally recﬂgmsed Pt

by universities for admission into, N
I t,

LY
i

Universities |
The . U.S. universities offer bolth |
undergraduate, graduate and profes-'}

S
;
!

|

|

‘sional education (post bachelor’s de- ey

gree).. ‘These universities usually i3
offer degrees like bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s, doctoral and in many mstances
also professional programmes. u:ﬂ T
medicine, law and engineering. |

There are also other types of in-;§
stitution$ narmally, and specxﬁcall}- S
secretarial Jtr'.eumr.lg1 trade and-voca-’ N\
tional programmes, some adult 1
education and extension services, :
some health related programmes and’
tra:mng such as in computer prog-
ramming. The-study and training

not for further.study in other colleges
Or universities. I b

Courses in' the U.S. colleges and.

~ universities mre of so many different’

instance, lecture.
" seminars,: labnratﬂry
courses, mdependem study and. re- |
search”work. Technical institutions |
provide -first hand experience with!
necessary tools and. equipment. - But -

categﬂnes For

.what is more¢ important and needed

is an extensive work outside the
class. Aﬁlgnments are also given by | i |
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