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SN All over the world there .is growing concern
.among governments for the declining standards and
abilities- of high school’ students and institutions
- ~ reflected in the competence of children, particularly
" in the areas of science and mathematics; the essential
‘basic tools of the present.day high-teach scenano.
 Educationists are desperately-trying to stem the
decline with more pragmatic focus - uu...setenttﬁ
. education in an allout effort to prepare future
generations for their rlghtful role in. mdustry in the .
t~21S'( Century. - -

With the same abyss yawning at our feet we 100
' must initiate some programme of action to arrest = .
~ declining standards, in-our own educational institu- -
tions before it is too late. Qut of date text-books on -
- scientific matters and failure to keep abreast of new |
discoveries has resulted in a move away from science
1 to subjects of liberal arts and our academic form of -
_education has done the rest resulting today in a
,_ surplus of liberal arts graduates to the detriment of '
. industry. _ '
: Job seekers in Bangladesh are a clear refleetlon,
of this situation as, those who seek.employment’
‘consist of 85% from ltbera] arts whereas only 50% of
vacancies are open to them-! In an age of computer-
' isation the re-emphams on smeutlﬁe education can-
' not be underscored enough if w¢ are to maintain the-
image we have of ourselves as capable of producing «..
scientists the equal of any nation. Inability to cope
- with this situation will result in an mereasnngly faster
’ sltde into oblivion.
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South Kurea who not so very long ago suffered |

- acutely from poverty and illitéracy can now boast to |

be the standard bearer in the scientific and mathema-

- tical educational sweepstakes. ‘Concern emanating in

' both Britain and the United States has resulted.in

"large companies, investing i education through

“ financial assistance to progressive programmes de- }

signed to’ improve the mathematical and scientific
- abihity of future empluyees o S
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Large mdustnal eoneerns here in Baugiadesh
. could perhaps be persuaded to contribute to such
scientific and mathematical programmes in recog-
! nised institutions in an effort to promote scientific
' learning among our young if we are to hold our own -
. in increasingly highly-technical endeavours on which
. we depend for rapid industrialisation. Their parti- -
c:patluu wil! also ensute future employrnent Oppor- |
' tunities for they will have a stake in the outcome.
. Involvement in education will we think have a direct |
t bearmg on social responsibility and help us to attai
L our guals more rapldl}r N AT H Y
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