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BOUT a decade ago. the search

for alternatives  t¢  formal
schooling was intensified; firstly. be-

J{ cause of the poor results of the
1 existing school system and secondly,
4 because the high rate of drop-out

lead to unfulfilled’ expectations re-

.garding universal education and its
socio-economic aspects and conse-~

quenses. ' ' work-educatron than it does in ;.hese oan: schools as_explained in the number of children to be covered by
The educational system of Bang-  days of canned food, readj-made earliet sectioiof this write-tp. We non-formal and part-time ourses

ladesh faces a two-pronged chal-  clothes, and other modern day have to think of such a system of could be divided into the following

lenge : the apparent irrelevance of neces.s:ue:s ' education -which is free from the categories. ,

education, vis-a-vis, life and the non-.--
utilisation of vanous resources for
-making education to-suit all phases ot

nattonal and personal requirements:
particularly for integrated develop-
ment of the whole community re-
quirements; particularly for inte-

grated dev:lopmcnt of the whole .

community i the rural areas of our
country. Non-formal education 1s
just one of the methods to offer an
alternative to prevent proliferation
of problems lie dry-outs, stagnation,

certiftcate-onented schooling, and to

promote soctoeconomic educational
development of the community as a

whole. * :

Education is a life-long process. It
starts at birth and ends at death.
Education is- not imparted only
learns

through schoohing. One
through expenence of life. At one
time in the history of our counry,

. there were no schools but pgople
were educated .through non-formal
ways. In some way they were better
. educated than their descendents to-
day. The peasant in the village leamt
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girls, the home with a loom, kitchen
and herb garden or a field, offered a
better home-scierce-education and

At a certain stage uf development

In oufr country, there were Gurug-

reeha, Maktabs, Asrams and Madra-
sahs. <These institutions of leaming

were not like our preseat-day schools -

and universities. These institutitons
were not méant for imparting literacy
only but to impart such education
which is related to the life-needs of
the community. Chiidren used to get
education through work. These in-

. stitutions of iearning were free from

the rigidities and constraints of the
formal schools of today. In fact, what
WE meady tﬂ{lﬂ}' as “Life long educa-
tiofi or continuing- education™, was

already available during the eariier\

period on our hlslrﬂy
There has been an explosion of
knowledge today due to scientific .

~and technological advancement. Tra-

ditiontal ways of life have been re-
placed by modem scientific methods.
Traditional culture has been wedded
to scientific and technological cul-
ture. Socio-economic and psycholo-
gical researches have made consider-
able advancement and the results of

age-group 6-14 years., we, havé to
think of an altcrnative system of

. education as thev canhot attend the

rigidities and the constraints of the
formal school and which helps in the
socio-economic and educational de-
velopment of the drop-out children.

The alternative way for imparting

“education to the drop-outs seems to

be the non-formal education systpm.
Although the non-formal system of
education would require a thorough

organisation, as is done isthe case of -

formal system, it will have to be

- Bexibie. It should not have the rigidi- -

ties‘of the formal system; nor should
it be like the informal educsition
where Ieammg takes place inciden-

¢

here ate various t'upcs of non-
formal cducation progfammes.today
in our country. Adult, Functional
Literacy Programme for age:group
15-35; Mass Education Programme

- for age-groups 4-5, 6-10/and 11-14
_ years, who cannot afford to join the

regular classes in the schools; Satel-
lite Instructional Television Prog-
ramme for children in primary
schools and. for aduts: Non-Formal
Education Programme for drop-outs

organisc part-time education prog- |
ramme for such.children in the age- |

group 6-14 years, who have either
nener gone 1o school or had drapped

out, at one stage or the other, befote | -

cnmplcnng education upto glass Viil
in a formal school. By way of classi-

fication of these childres in terms of
. their educational needs, the total

Children who' do not enro!l inf class
 at the age of six years but after two
or three years, are willing to join
school, and children who enrol in
class 1 at the age of six or so bt
drop-out after a few months or at any-

point before completing the first |
stage of five years. These children i
will have to be provided with part- .

time education to enable them to
enter class IV mughly at the age of
11,

Children who, on completion of

five years of schooling, enter class VI |

at the age of 11 + or so but drop-out
after a few months or at some. point

- before completing the tmiddle school
stage of three years. These children §

|
|
v,

will have tu be provided with part- : %, |

time education to enabie them. to

enter in class IX roughly at the age of |

14" +.

Children who drop-out aftéy com- ."

pleting Class V but want to resume
studies later. These, children/ will
have to be provided with part-time
education 1o enable them to enter
class IX.

the arts ‘and skills of farming,  “these research studies are being util-  in the “age-group 6-14 years through Bef :
together with much traditional wis: ised for evolving and effective - part-ime education for adopting tf Ore starting t_he programme of .
, dqm about earth and sky and living teaching- leaming process. Thereisa tmuitiple-emry. . gun-_ mal cdw:i}tmn for _th_e \niro- %
things. ) growing realization in all quarters . This article is’ confined fo the [“Em: “f. part-ime Ed“"a“““_ an_d
s In the town. the bey was appren-  that education shnuld be rclated to , programme of non-formal education®  oF_240PLNZ multiple-catry, it is
ticed to a master craftsman, in whose  the socio-economic development of for the drop-outs in the age-group necedgsary to formulate the objectives .
§ household he used to live mth other  the -people. In spite of all these . 614 vears, through part-time educa- of educatioin for such a programme. ]
i apprentices. In the household of the developments, there are millions of tion for adopting multiple-entry. They may be : |
grafisman, he leamnt not only trade  drop-out children in our cotintry who ~ As has becn mentioned carlier, I
I but the way of business, customs and  are deprived of>education. one of the major purposes of non- {The anthor is Director, Education,
culture of the community. For the For sech drop-out children in thc formal education programme 15 to Swanirvar Bangladesh). I ﬂ
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