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!f The Government, World Bank
pand a-number of other multilateral
‘donor agencies are seriously con-

| sidering to turn the recent accom-

t plishments of ‘Lalmonirhat Sak-
khyarata Qbhijan (literarcy muw:*

 spread its to other districts of Bang-
t ladesh.
- In a little less than two year's umc,
through community parumpanun
and direct involvement of local admi-
nistration, Lalmonirhat district has -
attained a remarkable literacy rate of
90 per cent. - ,

- In a bid to further consolidate the
Eachicvements at Lalmonirhat, a re-
volving fund to the tune of Taka 70
icrore will be created. A small
amount of seed capita! will be distri-
{buted among the new literates. They

-jwill have to invest the money in

various meome generating activities.
In addition to the fund. there will

-—_

\ment)’ into an integrated model and .

+also. be a training component worth

theracy movement

Lalmonlrhat model draws
encouragmg response

Rlaz Hamldullah

Taka 20 crore in the entire scheme.
QOver a. period of five years, this
amount will ‘be utilised,to impart.

~ training to the 2,68,008 hterate peo-

ple in.the 11-tn-45 age group.

When cuntacted, Kazi Farid,
Ahmed, Deputy Commissioner of *

Lalmonirhat told The Bangladesh -

Observer that the Asian Develop-
ment Bank, UNICEF, UNDP and
' some, other agencies are now plan-
ning to launch a "second phase’ of the
mass’ literacy movement.

NGOs, private and nationalised

commercial banks to extend sllout:

support to the “newly liberated”,
people. Apart from that, resources
will .also be utilised from: thana

parishad and union ﬁan'shad funds'

On another plane vﬂlage com-
mumty centre st}'lcd Gram Slkkh}'ﬂ
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Milon Kendras will be set up smn

‘every village. Each of these cent

will have 150 male and 150 female
members. The centres wifl\be pro-
vided with books and petiodiculs;]
These will also be supported with:
regular feedback information on:
apriculture, education, health andi
any’ other matter as the situation:
might demand. ;
- A librarian will monitor their prog- |
ress. New community initiatives also

- might ‘be undertaken thruugh the

; gentres.
- He disclosed that they are contact- -

'mg some national and international

Y may- be -mentioned that this .
programme was initiated in the mid- .
dle of 1993 with the active coopera- -
tion of the cross-section of people of §
the district absolutely on voluntary
basis. At a later stage, the Gnvern-.

ment took it over. Since then, it has *

" been receiving support from INFEP :
of the primary and mass education
department of the gnvemment .J




