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Ecducation for all. beginning

- on jomtein, has generated a
Deve- .

enthusiasm,. :
countries have
already taken positive steps
in «breaking the cycle of
illiteracy and poverty. To
achieve the goal of EFA as
~in jomtein, (he
-momentum of endeavours
of these countries has to be
Kept up. In this view Lhe
‘swinmit of the nine high
populalion countries was
held in New Delhi, capital of
India on

new

the commitment to the goal
of EFA. UNICEF. UNFPA
and UNESCO jointly
organised the summit. A
delegation [rom Bangladesh
headed by 'Honourable
Mintster for- Education
Barrister Jamiruddin
Sircar attennded
Other parlici-
paling countries

"Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria

!and Pakistan. The need for
¢ this

summit  was felt
because these nine moslt
populous countries were the
mosi imporiant actors in
the EFA movement. They
account Tor more than half

the world's population and
more' than 70% of the

twnrlds adult illiterates.

More over the population of
'these nine cnuntrle:s is
greater today than"that of
"the world's -population In
' 1950, UNESCOQ, UNICEF,

UNFPA estimate that some
70 million children In these
‘countries are excluded from
primary education. If
current {rends continue this
number ‘would reach 83
.million by the end of the
cenlury. |

The- leaders ' of the
participating nine countries
shared  experiences and
exchanged views on
dilferent aspects of hasic
education. After detatl
discussions on different
issues regarding EFA,

leaclers of the nine couniries
approved ‘The Delhi

mra!'cn' and signely

R

were
#Braxil China, Egypt, India,

12-16"
| December,1993 to reaffirm

the

. means

. meaningiul role in bullding

‘enriching culluml

'Dm
__

reamrmlng the commit-
ment (o pursue the goals set -
in 1990 by the wbrld
conference on EFA and the

“world summit on children.

The Delhi Declaration on
EFA has four sections.

The first seclion contains
reafllirmed resolution of

achieving the goal of world
conlerence for children anil

-ayvorld declaration on-EFA
‘of 1990 to fulfil the b4sic

needs of every citizen by
‘expanding aduit education’
-and Universalizing the
primary education.
The leaders of the nine
countries allending Dejhi
conference have reallzed
sonte realities which are
refllected in the second
seclion. They have agreed
that, -~ -
1} The aspirations and

- detvelopmenial goals of th¥

participating nallons.can

only be " fullllled by
ensuring educatlion to all
the citizens.

2} Education is the best
for promoting
universal human values,

human resource develop- .
ment and a mutual respeet
between ' people * of
div&rsﬂﬁad culiures,
-3} Creative approaches are
essential for Impariing
basic education to all both
within and outside .**ht‘.’:
lormal sysmens, -

4)' The content ancl
techniques of education
should be developed in a

- way to serve the basic
learning’

needs of
Individuals and societies.
empower them.lo alleviate
poverty, (o ralse production,
to improve the quality of

. -llle,  to protect theilr
environmentd|and to enable.
the people play a

democratic soclelies and

heri-

tages,

5) Eflective heaﬁh_ service,

adequate nutrition and .
proper child care are needed
for all educational

nmes.

"_...-l'

. government |
Governmemt efforts would -«
be adopted-to provide basic

- —_— ——

5) Educatmn and empower-

ment of women are Key -
factors .for thelr  tolal

developmenil.

7}The . pressure of
population growth ha%
serfously strained the
capacily of the education
systems:

8) Combating illileracy is a
social, responsibility that
needs a mutually shared
commilment and active
participation of all-

governments, the families,

communities .and non-

governmenta!

organizations Irrespective
of differeirce in opinions
and political affitiations.

Being aware of the vital role
that education can play in
the development
socleties, the leaders of the
parlicipating countries
enunciated the following
pledges In third section of
the declaration:

t} Adequate measutes to.

ensure primary education {o
every child would be taken.

2) An Integrated strategy of
and non-

education to all the citizens.

- 3} Disparities in access to
Basic education arising out
- of gender,

age, Income,

geographice remutenes’s.

- famlily. cultural, ethnic and

ligulstic differences would
be removed. -
4) Quallly of basic education

programmes would be
ensured by bringing about
nécessary reforms in

educatlon systems, Impro-

ving status, training and

conditions of teacher and -
developing more effective

learning teaching mate-
riais.

. 5} Efforts would be made lo
-ensure that a growin g share

of Natlenal and community
resources dedicated to Basic
education.
gement

improved.
6) Human development
wolld get .top priority at
Natlﬂnal and other levels.

7} People from all walks of

would also be
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life would be brought under -

the same umbrella. to
achieve the goals of EFA.

8] The participating

countries would endorse the

framework for action

accompanying the decla- °
ratlon and share their

experiences among (hem-

selves and with the globa!

communily.

In .the last section of Lhe

declaration, the paiUi-

cipaling leaders called upon

all other nations and

International aid giving

agencies:

~a) To extend their helping

hand and support towards

the participaling countries
in iImproving National

capacities for expanding

Basic education service in .,
the respeciive countries, "
b} To recognize education to
be a critical invesiment and
lo promote an {niernalional -
environment- (o enable 'the
participating countries for '
sustainable soci{o-economile

developmendt.

cj. To reafflrm the
commitment to the goal of
and 1io intensify thelr

efforts to achiteve the goal by
2000 AD.

Amid wide appliuse, leaders
from nine participating
countries signed the Decla-
ration on. behalf -of °
respeclive governmentl in

vigyan Bhawan Delhi,
To

implement Delhi-
Declaration, a Frame work
for aciton on EFA has been.
supported by the parti- .
cipaling countries. In
consistence with Lhese
[rame work of action. the
parlcipating countries will’
sel goals and stralegies on
priorily basis for their own
National plan of Actions. |
The inftiatives and the |
commitment of the nine
cournitries reflected in the
Delhi Declaration In their
pursuit of EFA goals,
through promotion of
international cooperation
will be recorded in history
as a significant chapler In
human progress and
international co-operation. §
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