Y Y NTIL today, Thais can

l l still be heard saying,
i "having daughters is
{ like constructing a totlet in the

front yard of the house” or

"men are grajns but women are
. cooked rice.”
And in Vietnam, many stiil
1.tend to think that "one son
t means having children, but the
posséssion ul' two daughters
'| .really means nothing at all.” .

Many pecople in Papua New
- Guinea, too, are stiil of the
opinion that "a boy {nherits my
land while a girl becomes an-
other man's wife.”

in Bangladesh, the sa}ring
| that "the presence of women
~on the land that is being sown
would lead to the destruction
of the crops” {s still heard. In
-Bhutan, the belief is that "
woman must be reborn nine

. times to_gain the slamre equal

to that of a man.”

Vicws ke these whether
or'not sald in jest or even hall-
- serfously, were presented by
2] Hteracy specialists who met
| here recently to discuss the
-} link between women's status
} in society and lteracy.

i ° Their conclusion: sexual.
| discrimination may be the
| primary cause of persistent fl-
Mteracy: in developing coun-
tries, especially among woinen.
|  Negative attitudes towards
women and girls may be at the
root of massive flliteracy in de-
-veloping - countries, the
specialists satd- during’ . a
meeting organised. by " the
N United Nations Educatfonal,
{ Scientific and - Cultural
| Organisation {UNESCO). The
|- specialists stressed the need
'l to develop curricula which
highlight . women’s role In
‘| society.,
Nearly all [98 per cent} of
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- school-aged children are

/ asswe Ilhteracy Causes Women s

- Low Social Status

by Wﬂasmfe Phrphltkul

the wurlds adult illiterate
population (889 million in
1985) are-in developing coun-

- tries. Aceording ‘to UNESCO,
women comprise 48.9 per .

cent of the illiterates in de-
veloping countries.

Two out of three unerirolled

_ girls,
In countries with the lowest

income, the primary school

enmllmenl rate for girls is 20 -

s dcmunstrmtd as carly.as
birth. 1t is also not confined to

the unsuphisticated and uned-

ucated

the Teral region of
snutheaslern Nepal, which is
close o the Indian border, i is
a malter r“f collective sorrow
for the community when a baby

girl is born to any of the l'ami-
lies. Simifarly. more conserva-

Two out of three unenrolled schodl-dged -
children are girls. In Asia and the Pacific,
there are 28 million female illiterates
(agmnst 14 million dhterate males) '

pe;' ‘cent 6wer than lhht-fﬂr
'IWB_'_ IR

In Asfa and the Padcific, the
fumber of female illiterates is

even increasing. During the
past 15 years, their number

rose to 28 milllon while male.

illiterates numbered nnly 14
million.
In' Pakistan, for example,

the literacy rate among rural©

women is 10
among.
40 per cent. In contrast, rural
male literacy rate is 30 per

per cent and

.cent and urban male literacy_
- - skills do not revert into {llfter-

rate is 48 per cent.

in some arecas . v in

Bangladesh, the lemale- lilef'ary '_

rate is' at most only four per
cent.. Sultana "Afroze, a

.Bangladeshi who has’ actively

campaigned for women's. edu-

. cation, noted during the meet-

ing that the link between illit-

- eracy and ‘the low stalus of

women . is particularly pro-
ounced in her country
31& Indian subcontinent.

[emale urbdn residents

and -

This low regard for females

tive families, who are still

bound by

Inferfor to everi pigs and dogs.
In her native Bangladesh,
Ms Afroze still hears often the

. saying that “the presence of

women on the land that is be-

. ing sown would lead to .the de-

struction of the crops.

The literacy specialists un-
derscored the heed not only
make women lterate but alsu
to ensure that those who have -
acquired the basic literacy

acy. They emphasised the need

to provide education which s
laﬂurr.d lo women's needs and

quality . which would cquip
thun with lhe lools needed Lo

.. cope with the ‘requirements of

emryday life.

¥

Dr Nam‘ti-p - Aksorkul,

- UNESCO's literacy programme

specialist, out that

poeinted

"cven Lthough there has never
been specially latd down re-

found that there are still fewer

. Dr Namtip

feudal traditions; -
~ often lreal daughlerﬂ as more

-

strictions fore women, we
women than men attending
many of the lilt,racy pro-
grammes In the region.”
She sald there were a nuin-
ber of reasons for this inchid-

ing the parents’ unwillingnﬂhs

to send daughters to co-edueca-
tional schools or institutions

without women tcachers. Or

there is' the Lraditional prac-’
tice of keeping girls as l'ar away -

 {rom boys as 'possible uutside'

of the f-’:lmﬂ}" t:ircle |
' -
Amnng adult women, the
pursuit of literacy s often:
hampered by the many chores
traditionally assignéd to them.'
said women an:h
often loaded with household:
chores double the normal’
workload. “This hcavy work-:
load both inside the home and:’
out leaves very litile leisurc
time for the women to engage *
in reading and writing she

“aaid. Y

The '-Iack of materials suit-

. ‘able and attractive to women’is ,

another reason for the failure '
of many literacy programmes
to really reach them Many ed-
- ucatfonal materials are de- 7
signed only. for women with i

- Hmited skills. On the other -f? .

. hand, many programmes are
" designed to provide specific
benefits to men such as train-
ing in tractor operation and

| ﬂimjiar COUTrses.

As Shahenn Atiqur Rehman,
the former minister of educa- /.
tion in’ Punjab,. noted, "How .
could they (women) under-

stand the working of an auto- i

mobile engine when a good
many of them had never scen a
road?” — (Depthnews Asia).
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