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ERADICATING ILLITERAC \]
In his message on the occasion of the Intcrnational
Literacy Day which was obscrved yesterday, President
Huissain Muhammad Ershad cmphasised that the educated
‘minority has an imiportant rolc io play in the national goal
- of eradicating illiteracy. Indeced, the handful of privileged

_people who make it up to the higher secondary. level and |

further on, owe it 1o the nation to participatc actively in °
- “illiteracy eradication programmcs. Whether they are ¢
| designed by the government, the community oF under .
individual initialive is immaltcrial as long as they serve the
purposc of equipping the illiteratc, people with basic -
reading, writing ‘and arithmctic skills. v L
| The Year of Literacy: 1990 for Bangladesh stared ;
with significant declarations. First, a bill was passed by .}
' the Jatiya Sangsad making primary cducation compulsory
“and free for all from the beginning of the next academic
year. Sccondly, cducation of fcmale childrens 'was |
¥ declared free up 1o class cight outside municipal arcas.
Thirdly, if an only chiid happens ‘to- be fcmale the |
government would pay for her education up to the tertiary |
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There are many who criticize the gender bias towards |
cducation on the grounds that it s unicnable. But'the |
. mass of evidence in favour of promoting girl students
first and forcmost lcaves no scope for dispute. In many.
/. developing countrics it has been seen that a fcw years of |
~ basic education to wemen has had a dircct bearing on-the ;
improvement of the indices by which the quality ‘of lifc is :
‘measured. Child mortality ratcs as well as matcmnal-dcaths
~ go down significantly relative to the.ratc,of literacy of the
mothers. The prevatence of Contraceptive use is also high
among women with-some basic education. R
- “Ihere c¢an be no argument ‘therefore on the cost- |
cffectiveness of female cducation knowing that it yields {
~such high dividends for human resqurce development. {i
However, a good decal remains to be worked out on how i
best to reach basic education to the target group and create 'ﬁ- |
opportunitics for ‘continuing education’, that, is, {;
~ providing the atmosphere 10 use the basic edication in.
cveryday lifc and expand it. Without scope to hone the -
* acquircd skills within the family, in the workplace or in
. social life thousands of litcrate people are unablé to apply |
their knowledge acquired in schools 1o practical’'life. In |
other words, skills not in use arc skills lost as far as
~ basic education is concemed. S |
- The functional aspect of education at all levels can be
- jgriored only. at the cost of the entire nation. Obviously the
‘prescnt system leaves a lot to be desired. By giving undue
~ importance 10 €Xaminations rather than classfoom
teaching, and teacher and curricula . quality, w¢ are’
annually reminded how wasteful we are in the education
sector. To take this year's SSC examination results alone |
. we dre confronted with a 69 per cent failure rate, which |
. is 10 per cent higher-than last ycar,-due perhaps;to stricterd
invigilation.The faults behind this high failure ratd must :
, be recogni§cd'and removed. " .
oy ¢ . - .The govenmcnl has plans for rcforms in the
\ 3 Y . cxamination systcm, classroom tcaching standard, ;
S 5 academic atmosphere and icacher quality. We must first
Y censurc - that the tcaching method 1s cflcotive, and lct/
N gxaminations be-optional. Certificaics afier’ all arc.no |
asure to judge the level of real education.




