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RADICATING ILLITERACY \}

In his message on the occasion of the International |

d Lucracy Day which was obscrved ycsterday, President”
- Hussain Muhammad Ershad emphasised that the educated -
mlnomy has an important rol¢ to play in the national goal:

. of efadicating illiteracy. Indced, the handful of privileged
* people who make it‘up 10 the higher secondary level and

further on, owe it to the nation to participate actively in® © -
illiteracy eradication programmics. Whether they are .
designed by the govemment, the community or under ‘5
individual initiative is immatcrial as long as they serve the J

-*purpose of cqu1ppmg the -1lliterate peoplc with basic
,rcadmg, writing and arithmetic skills.

o - The Year of Literacy 1990’ for- Bangladcsh staned P ?1
| _,wuh significant declarations. First, a bill was passed by
~ the Jatiya Sangsad making primary education compulsory -t
. and free forall from the beginning of the next academic - |
~ yedr~»Secondly, education of female children was
* ‘declared free up to class eight outside municipal areas.
R Thlrdly, 1[ .an only child happens to b¢ female the
S govcrmncru;' would pay for her education up to 1he lcruary
level. RS , P

" There arc many who criticize the gcndcr bias lowardq
.cducdtion.on the’ gmunds that it'is unicnable. Bui . the *
mass of ¢vidence in favour of promoting. girl -students - |
first and foremost lcaves no scope-for dispute. In many '
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~developing countrics it has beeri scen that a {few ycars of
~basic education to women has had a dir¢cct bearing on the
* improvement of the indices by which lhc quality of life is

" 'measured. Child mortality ratcs as well as matcmnal deaths } )
go down significantly relative to the rate of literacy ofthc- *, ~

" mothers. The prevalence of contraceptive usc is also high "«

- among womcen w}m some basic education. -,

__ There can be no argument thérefore on the cost-

‘ effcctiveness of female education Lnowmg that it yields —~ !
such high dividends for human resource development:
However, a good deal: remains (o be worked out on how * .

- best to reach basic educauon to the target group and Grcatc

-,, opportumucs for ‘continuing education’, that ‘s, =

* . providing the atmosphere’ to usc the basic-cducation in »

cveryday life and expand'it. Without scope to hone the. =

. acquired skills within the family, in the workplace or in

: * social lifc thousands of literate people are unable o apply

- . their knowledge acqmrcd in schools {0 pracucal life. In

_ other words, skills not in use are skills lost as faras .

. - basic education is concerned. o n -

~ The funcuonal aspect of cducatmn at all levels can bc s
ignorcd only at the cost of tic entire nation. Obviously the -
. present system lcaves a lot to be desired. By giving undue, 4
_ “importance: to éxaminations rather than classroom
 teaching, and teachcr and curricula quahty, we¢ are
 annually reminded how wastcful we arc in the education =

-sector. To tdke this year's SSC examination results alone
LW arc confronted with a 69 per cent failure rate, which |
1S 101pcr cent higher than.last year, duc perfiaps to stricter - .l
'mwgﬂauon The faulls bchmd this high fdllufﬁ ratc must ;i1
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" be réfogniséd and removed. * S

The govcmmcm has plans for. rcforms in thc
‘examination system, classroom- teaching- standard,~
" academic, atmosphcre and tcacher quality. We must first
. ensurc that the teaching method is effective, and let
;' examinations be optional. Certificates after all arc 1o
mcﬁsurc o Judgc the Icvel of real cducation. |
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