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To READ AND TO WRITE

v~ - - The Internatmnal I.Aterecy Day,’ ebserved '-‘;
oo last F"rlday, once again brought into focus tlie state]
-~ of universal basic' education in Bangladesh Aeeer-
‘ding to the Bangladesh Bureau of Statlsmcs thel
. .lfteracy rate for women in the eeuntry was 13.2 per
“: cent in.1981, while for men it was 25.8 per cent,
- ‘showing how far behind constitutional - commit- |
‘.ments we are netw1thstanding the increase m the
- budget allocation. =~ . -
T Experts In Reme prechctlng thet werld |
- illiteracy will rise. drematlcaﬂy over- the ~next
.~ decade, blemed madequate govermnent funding
compared. to population growth -as the meJer
. obstacle to eradicating" adult illiteracy and provi-
. ding basic edugation to the increasing number of |
~ people. Indeed, even in our country resource alio-
“cation is still far short of the UNESCO recommen-
ded T per cent of the national budget. As a conse-
~ _guence we' have not-been ‘able to come to gnps .
i ,with the formidable ‘problem, although there is no |
) ~lack of understanding that for real development we
‘must not lose time*in evolving effective methods
“*to brmg basic education within the. reach of- all. .]:

X " The gramty of restruMg the whele “educa- {}
tional pyramid to reach the ‘maximum nuamber of
{he population must . be: eppreciated UNE'SCCI ,

- UNICEF and the World Bank are expected to con: 1’
vene a conference by the end of the year, specifically |

- * to drive home the importance ‘of -the role of basic |
edueamen in improving the quality of life. Interna-.
tmnal admsery bodies and national gevernments in

; many-Third World countries reehse that more. ex-

. ternal aid and.domestic resources will. have to be

alleeated for compulsory primary. edueatien which |

. is undemebly the mest effeetwe teel for reel deve--

lopment

. We have about 44, 000 pnmery scheels and
iess than two lakh teachers for them, which means
,each of the five grades has to make do with - less |

: than one teacher. A government - "seheel mapping {

i,_ ~exercise” in 1983 showed that only 22 per cent of |

’. the schools could be used round the year and - 70 |

‘ per cent of them only during the dry season, Be-
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“sides, only 20 per cent ef all" primary schools had
' working fubewells and under 6 per cent had usable
toilets. -About 87 per cent of the. country’s school i
children are scattered over a radius-of two miles. of
.- a primary school, making attendance diffcuit toy
. sustain. It is physically impossible. to reach all the
¢ primary level children with basic edueatlen unleee\
these glarlng madequaeles are removed,

} _A recent paper read on the -occasion of the |
Intemetlenel Literacy Day revealed that nearly 32
l ‘thouisand. of our villages do’ not have -any pnmary
,.school. If \we are.to achieve the government target '_
rirOf ree.ehmg 70-per cent of the primary school ‘child- |
? . ren for full’ five years by 11990, and .- 80 per cent
t by the turn of the century-we must take immediate §
. steps. There is no “substitute for an efficient formal |.
.. primary ‘education. system. It is the highest 1evel
i which can be a realistic goal " for the - majority.
Investing in primary 11e¢:1ueai:u:m ‘brings divi-{

. dend  that has far-reaching effects . on. the total |
well-being . of ~ the nation, Increasing physical k

+ facilities, . teacher training - including refresher ||
’-,'g'-'eeurses a.nd frequent monitoring of the primary {:

o~ \ _edueatmn seeter could set us on'the path to achiev-
. ing our Ageel It is through this-ibasic service that |, | __

fthes ridtion carn. aehleve rﬂee.mngful develepment ef. | = : |




