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~ Studies Abroa_d»' L
*+ In a developing country like Bangladesh' where a |
substantial number of meritorious students are obliged to
‘seek scholarships, study grants and fellowships from |
foreign governments and Uhited Nations agencies to-
pursue their higher studies abroad, the government has a -
_responsibility of facilitating the process. Unfortunately,,
judging by a report pubhshed in this paper-on Thursday, -
the - system, if there -is one, has not been working" .
" particularly well. -. |
'According to the report, since 1972, asxzablo number |
of Bangladeshis have failed to avail themselves of such -
opportunities as soholarshlps and study grants due to what
a source described as “negligence” of different Ministries: . |
"It seems that i in most cases, the opportunities fell through
- when the authorities. responsible for processing the
applications failed to complete the necessary formalities in
time. It is also possible that sometimes the offers were }
- withdrawn when candidates nominated by the Mlmstry, :
concerned did not meet the requirements laid down by the
donor government or the UN:agency. We assyme, this has -
happernied in cases not.only involving students but also
civil servants or local experts in non-governmont organisa- |
,  tions (NGOs) who were offered places in orientation = -
* courses, such as seminars and training workshops held in '
P foreign countries. Again; from time to time, one hears of ¢
- charges of favouritism in matter of seloctlon of candidates t
~ for'such’ programmes . » : -
-~ The fault may not alway§ jte w:th the authonnos here 4
+ . that some offers for scholarshtps or invitations to seminars
. or training workshops remain-unutilised by Bangladesh -
k Some UN agenciés are notonously late in ‘making the .-
| offers sometimes with. incomplete information; and that
. t0o often to the wrong dé’partment or Ministry. Some-. -
times the initial contact is made with individuals, disre-
'garding the formalities laid down by the authorities. Such-
a practice which also may smell of favouritism invariably ;
- - causes irritation in some official quarters, often resulting
in a negative decision from the Ministry concomod Here, |
‘exceptions should be made in the case of Bangladeshis. ]
‘who are invited by international .Qrganisations or fore:gn h
.governments to serve as oonsultants or to attend semmars |
in_their individual capacities. /- | B
+ ~ . Itis high time the authorities looked at the situdtion '-
_carefully and identified the bottienecks it the existing |
procedure. Obviously, the system can be streamlined and,
if -possible, simplified. When offered” a chance to study.
abroad on a scholarship from a. foreign-government or an
international organisation,” a student -should not be .
obliged to run from- one’ department to another to
complete all the formalities. If the selection of a candidate -
involves a test among several applicants, the contest-
-should be open and straightforward. Above. all;. the
procedure should have a built-in prows:on for deahng
' 1wlth emergency- cases. . e |
" While steps are’ taken w:mm tho -administration to
- v Caghe GARMOGIUL L 1184 sty S¥EHNr  aire vl q
:mprove on the procedure. ;forf;students gomg fabroadnfoo v}
_ higher studies, Bangladeshi missions in foreign countries - -
~ should put in some extra efforts to ldentlfy possibilities for -
~ advanced studies for our students i In' countries where they - - .
“are based. This.is pamcularly lmportant in the field of
' high technology, especially computer science. With a little {
persuasion, some foreign governments may be willing to -
i offer study grants; others may agree to reserve seats for
Bangladosh in their institutions. Similarly, our permanent |
missions attached to the UN system should ensure that |
I Bangladesh gets its due share of fellowshups in training
programmes sponsored by UN agencies. What's more,
information thus obtained should be readily avallable to
Pﬂﬂple wholcanJmakeéfuse]of, them: ?w T DR
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