- L]
. .
- e ———_——r— re— e M
Wy = .
L W =g 5 , . . »
. 1] F

e

T@jﬁfﬁ_]%g - Suggestions © . . B o

Ta ‘:.'il.-‘i-t-..;_xr' . Tt

R

ss Education Programme
- - o o M. Shofiullah . | '

H the alarming increase o A e e Lt
- population in thegwnrld. espe- . The writer is an educationist -
. cially in the third world countries, lifc o _ S
has -become 'véry competitive. And timc in any inconic generating activity
with the advancement of science and  and want direct benefit frony it; most-

technology life has become very com- Iy they are day labourers; they canriot-

plex too. Economically there. has foresce t_heir-:_future_' f
‘undergone @ ‘radical change in life T first three traits are the deter-

| -pattern at all levels. So to cope with - minant factors favourable for the im-

the changed circumstances-cducation plementation  of MEP programme
- has become part and parcel of life. So  While the later thre¢ keep them aloof
| is the stress upon formal and non- from joining the programme. in° most
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be operated upon only by remunera-
tive services. From this point of view..
the Imams or the molla's are the most |
- suitablé persons_in our society. for a
reformative work. They have the fol-
towing characteristics suited for the!
purpose: . L o
~ In relation to the society the mollas !
“or the imams are permanent and are |
not - mobHe for opportunity; thev

stand beside a man during his extremc j
frustration; everybody is to get his,
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© Since prayver is considered 1o be the
holicst “institution in Tslam and s
compulsory for man and woman
above ten. everybody becomes men-
taily ready to send his son, ‘daughter
~or ward 10 moktab wheh he/she
attains the age of six or seven and the
reverse is socially rebuked bitterly.
Even during the marriage negotiation
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formal education. In countries like

ours having véry.poor percentage of

{ -literacy,” governments are irying to

increase the “literacy rates by laun-
ching prograntmes every now and
then. o
Strategies: For the implementation
of these programmes planners indi-

[-cate differcit strategies determined

by the socio-economic geographic,
‘ethnic and racial factors of the peopie
constituting the.population. whém the
programme is to be operated upon.
Sometime the: administrative advan-

tage is counied upon and somewhere.

the Inconre generating activitics of the

working NGOs in the country are.
‘tried upon. Some organisations also

come forward with their missionary

| zeal to remove the social ill of illitera-
{.C¥- In-Bangladesh the administrative
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advantage’ coupled with income

- generating activities-of the NGOs is

employed for the successful imple-
mentation of- the programme at the
moment.

Everywhere the illiterate people do

have the following traits o draw the
attention of the plannérs: . ,
Mostly the illiterate - are poor and

they are religious ‘minded: thev are

canservative; they obey -{eadership;

they . are intercsted to employ their .

cases programming does not receive
proper attentionfor employing the
favourable traits in the ‘work and
hence iy the unsatisfactory result, |

Stuittion in Muslim countries: On
education Istam has laid much emph-
asis. Even in the case of reveiation of

the Holy Quran we sec that Creater

enjoins: “Read and your Lord is the
most'Bounteous, Who'taiight by pen
and taught men which He knew not™..-
S0 1t is binding upon the Musiims to

acquire newer knowledpe by reading.

Though the Muslims are literate in
the highest number nowadays, the
teachings of the Quran are not lost.

Among " the Muislims religious
education’is compulsory at least up to

- certain level. It just begins. in the
- prime of a man’s life in a moktab, a

socrally | recognised institution  fi-
nanced by charity and organised by
the members of the society from time

tmmemorial. But it has no siate patro--

nisation though every body attends
this moktab once in life to. leam
functional retigion. Onc can find out

_-millions of people without attending a

primary school' but it is almost im-

possible w0 find out a single man
.without attending this mioktab once in

his chidhood. _ -
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of boys and girls the religious educa-
tion counts much. In other words,
attendance in .4 moktab has Social

binding and social commitment a¢

wll.

. The moktab in a villdge is gcnc'::raﬂy |

run'by an Imam or by a 'muazzin of a

‘mosque, who again is the intellceiyal

léader of the peeple fiving in the.
society calted Samaj. He plays a very
important role during the following
occasions: He leads prayers five timcs

' Bangladesh has 85%

daily; he looks after the development .

and ‘management of the Mosque; he
leads mitad mahfi] on"any occasion:
he interpretes the 1enets or shariah. of
Islam regarding day-to-day affairs of
mushms: he ltads’ the marriage cerc-

.mony, and so on.

So the roie of an Fmam or a molla
can be easily understood from’ the
functions he performs™in the social

¥

life. His ‘influence upon the society .

should be tilised for the beticrment
of ‘the society by reorganising his

capabilites through simple training.

Fundamentally a campaign for Ii-
teracy s an act of social reformation
which needs a proup of workers de-
voted to the-cause and which cannot

services during the last moment of his’
hifc: he is the most seen man: Cvery-:
tody recognises him as an honest man,
In our society; a man of any age does,
not feel ashamed of learning any thing !
from him and so on. o
In the purview -of .what has been :
said, for an eflective perpetual com- |
paign of literacy programme in Bang-?
ladesh we are to consider the follow- |
ng. points: ' '
Muslim
population. ' .
— There are more than two lacs
mosques in Bangladesh and all mos-
ques do have moktabs with a teacher.
— All the villages in Bangladesh are’
distinctly and conventionally divided ]
into a society popularly called 2 samaj:
to be under the guidance of a-molia orj|
an imam who in most cases- again
happens to be the teacher of ﬂl!i
moktab. - _
— The conmon people are rcligion §
abiding and as such obedient to the {;
religious leaders. A

-services scientifically and raising his” — Considering his position. qualities,

refation with the people of the samaj
and the role he plays over the samayj |
an Imam or a molla who works in a

~Mmoktab may be entrusted with the

-impomint_task of implementing the!
ineracy programme. / f

—

R i —— — ——

. wu
T e —
R R . _ A

- Im. .




