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VER one quarter of the world’s
adult population cannot read or
Illiteracy adversely affects.

write.-
. their lives, their work and their place

in society. Internationa! Literacy

Year (ILY) —1990— addresses these -

problems and those of the more than
100 million out-of-schoo! children
between the ages of 6 and 11, who

- might otherwise be destined to join

the ranks of the adult illiterate.
“The aims of ILY are-to boost

literacy efforts around the world and
to put literacy high up on the de-
velopment agenda,” says Colin N.
Power, Assistant Director-General
for Education at the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Orgamsauun (UNESCQ), the lead

" U.N. agency for planning the year.

ILY was proclaimed in 1987 by the
United Nations General Assembly in
‘response: to'tariffappealvromizUN-
“ESQQ2-The: 12 i “objéctive of* thet
Year is to set in motion a worldwide
movement’ for literacy as past of the
tén-year Plan of Action extending to

- the year 2000.
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Collective Enterprise

- If universal literacy is going to be
jachieved, it requires an enormous.
icnllectwe enterprise "involving gov-
ernments, intér-governmental and
nun—gmremmenta] urgamsatmns as

well as millions of mmmunmes and

individuals around the wurld " says's

Power.

A network of partners must be
created in order to carry out the
two-pronged strategy - which wili

cy: first, the provision of unwersal

. pritnary education to ensure'that ali

/ Internatmnal theracy Ye

‘Some thirty international non-
governmental nrgamsatmns (NGOQs)

- have set up the International Task

~ make it possible to eliminate illitera-
. play an essential role in the ILY -

crdeavour, both by informing the

children attend ‘school; and- second,

the organization of pmgrammes fur

adults. - .
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Such a partnerﬁhlp is being forged -

within the United. Nations. system,
private initiative and the media. Two

-

major events have dlready been fixed

for 1990. In March, four internation-
al agenmes—-UNESCO UNICEF

UNDP (United Nations Develop-
ment Programme} and- the “World ¢

~(United Nations Children’s Fund), -

Force on Literacy (ITFL) to stimu-
late active participation during 1990
and beyond. A similar impetus has
been provided by the media. They

pLJ]IC and also by taking active part
in programmes. Media erganizations

~ from all over the world came to:
* _UNESCO in May 1989 to discuss
their participation in the Year. In’

many countries, . the , media are

actively involved in hteracy work. -

The  largest Japanes: newspaper,
Yomiuri, for example, has launched
a campaign lo collect “a yen per
illiterate” in Asia and the Pacific, a
total of 666 million yen (five million
doflars). The funds will be directed

Bank— will convéne 'in. Thailand a! lto literacy projects in_the region.
mecting of-more- - thian "oné *’thbusand” ;

-decision-makérs " and e ‘experts in the”

"World Conference on Education for

All, which will focus on bas:c educa-
tion. The conference aims to spur
governmental commitment add to

appeal (o the generosity of potentlal
financial donors. The second event is

scheduled for September 1990, when

and
VEF o -

the review of national lltEl'ﬂC}'
education plans. - iimie
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UNESCD s action take‘:‘“i:lace at
three levels: globafly through action
to mobilize public opinion aid raily

the international community; re-

gionally through its four regional
programmes and projects for litera-

" cy! and nationally-through technical
: cu-ﬂperatinn with its Member States.

. the International Conference on
Education in Geneva will fncus on’

“UNESCO’s role is essentially that'

of catalyst, mediator’ and experts

" says Power.
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UNESCOS; Co—Actmn Pm_gram-

ar’

me has re
the worl ften in the form of smatl
amounts from private individuals—
to help constriict schools and librar-

_ ies, and to buy pencils, paper, books,

and material in Braille for the 18
literacy prn]ects itis lmplementmg in
developing countries.

Literacy has been |dcnnf' ed by |
- Member States as an absolute prior-
ity for UNESCO in the years:to |

come. Momentum is building rapid-

' ly. Some countries with major prob-

lems of illiteracy, such as-China and

ived funds from ali over

India, have launched literacy cam-

paigns that will'touch tens of millions
of péople. More than 80 countries |

have created national committees to. J

prepare their participation in. the
year. -

!The Plan Of 'Action :
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¢+ The foundation for UNESCO's -
‘ten-year Plan of Adhnn 1990-1999 is
based ‘on the regional prﬂgrammes

s A

launched with UNESCO support in .
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Latin America and the Caribbean, in"

Africa, in Asia and the Pacific, and

in the Arab countries, regions which |

account for 98 per cent of the world’s
illiterates. The Plan of Action has
two priorittes: the least—deve‘]uped

countries, where ﬂhteracy is wide-

spread and in some of which school
enrolment IS falling: —-UNESCO
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