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Illlterates ContmueTa Swell In Asna-Pacﬂ'ic
. Estela Carreon |
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ONGKONG—-’Ihe rise and fall nation in the Himalayas, lives up to increases. These rcversals do not - “Clcaﬂy, the rate at which the| ¢
l_ in" the number of “no-read, that word for its illiteracy has risen  substantially change the UNESCQ’s adnh population is gaining literacy is |
. ‘no-write™ - people in -Asia and the from six million to seven.million . estimate of a total of 666 million outstripped by the rate of populatmn A
.I_ Pacific have kept for the region the “no-read, no-write” peuplc The_m-' illiterate people in the: rcgmn > growth .and the continuing phe-| €
il dubious distinction of being a centre . crease is not too big.in Thailand-— There are also some 100 ‘million nomenon -of primary -school drop- | 1.
{ -of gravity for iliiteracy. “only™ - about 300,000 over the Fl‘e- children in the 6 to 14 age group who nuts,“_-;giays,_the Bangkok-based UN- -
" China, the world's most-populous  vious three million. - ~ are ‘out of school, according to the- ESCORegional Office for Educa-
‘country, has a total of 229 million A R T q UNESCO Thus, some 766 million tion'in-Asia and the Pacific, *
- illiterates in the 1987 estimate by the - everse Trend ~. . people are deprived of education in
" United Nations Educational, Scien- X ol RLTTI: ‘this part of the world, The n:gmnspopulaunn excluding
But happily, theié is a-reverse - "o P? that of the Arab states, reached 2.74
tific and Cultural Organisation (UN- : l the rog] Rapid ulation growth appears &,
trend in other parts of the region, pid pop g Ppc billion in 1985 and now projected 1o
il ESCO). That count has increased to a5 10 the UNESCO statistical ' 12 ‘have offet:the substantial gains
h_ g to the UN statistical ' , be neanng the three-billion mark. |
a whopping 230 miliion as reported - . oiiarion, In India, for instance “choked. up by-literacy programmes: 0060 per cent of the primary |3 -
in the latest.(1988) UNESCO statis- NN : ' ‘in t1e region, The population factor : pe primary
the illiterate population has gone: gl pop school enrollment drop out before
tical yearbook o . . down from 264 million to 238 mil- has been cited by the UNESCOQ as a| reaching Grade IV. This grade is the k.
These arc peo iﬁlmage:ci 15 years lion; in Iran, from 12 million to 11.7 major cause of the rise in absolut: “stage when pupils attain permanent
| and above, whe have not benefitted ‘'miliion; in Bangladesh, from 37 mil. - Mumber of illiterates jn' the region. Tliteracy, according to the UNESCO.
| ‘| from the school programme and li- lion to 33 million; n Afghanistan, The other factor is the “tragic leak- | big number of dropduts is added
[ teracy campaings for nut-nf-schml ~ from seven million to 5.8 million; in: age™-—meaning immense school to the llllteracy mhnrt every year
] youths and .adults. . the Philippines, from five million o’ d;;‘:;:“s_m the primary schoot Thus. the  Asian-Pacifs
. h . | . 4.6 million; Mal , { hree IR 115 e - SIHITI- acinc rcgmn N
E Another Asian W“ﬂtff""l’ﬂhﬁ' mlllll::l lm 2': ml“'au};man;u:: ;r::: While the aggregate- literacy rate 1iﬂrmm:: reputed to be the “birthplace of |/
T _tan—used 1o have“ afi r;!ll:]ter;te " nam, from five millio nto 4.8 million; of developing Asian-Pacific countries  ancient civilisations, of great literary ||
= population of 29 million. 1his has " - has increased from $3.6 per cent in traditions,” is now home to about 72| ;
3 gone up to 33.6 million, according to Most other Asian-Pacific countries 1970 'to 63.7 per cent in 1985, the per cent .of the world’s illiterate || .
‘the” UNESCO _count. licd 5 . have registered slight declines, while = number of adult illiterates Eafs L?!sq . population, according to the UN- ;!
] epal, sometines €05, 7isifg’, a few others fave feoorded mdderate, grown. | by, about 80 millign>. o 1 ESCO=Depthnews, [, 1 /L
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