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S we enter the 1990s, we will
: certainly “experience growing
economic, culturai and environmen-
tal inter-dependence, technologicai
advancements that are hard to im-.
agine now and highly sophisticated
knowledge-based economics. In such
" a future environment, to be deprived
. of basic education is to be deprived,:
in a very real sénse, of the essential
tools of modern living. Without the
}skills to participate in a lterate,
technological world and the know-
| ledge to interact with their environ-
mént, people will remain on the
margins of society and society itself
will ‘lose their vast potential
I contribution. T

‘The Challenge
"Yet, as we enter the new decade,
- one in every five of our fellow human
. beings has no access to basic learning
opportunities and many " more who
have access do not gcquire an adequ-’
ate level of learning competency: It

. current conditions and trends persist, -
1 the situation by the year 2000 will be

b

and “business-as-usual.”. The need 15
urgent to rethink the purpose “and
goals of basic education and to
broaden the involvement of -all sec-«
tors of society in-providing it equit-
ably and effectively for all.
‘THe “Education for All" initiative
calls ‘on the world community to-
commit itself to a new vision of basic |
education—one that emphasizes !
learning competence, flexible and.
varied forms of delivery. systems,
building new alliances among various
social institutions,. -mobilizing. new:
resources and enhancing the environ-*
ment for learning. This vision is to be,-
_translated into a global, sustained
and long-term effort to mieet the
SR basic learning needs of. children,
vouth and adults. .
) To this end, the World Conference
'-on Education for all and its prepara-
tory activities aim to: '
Highlight.the importance and im-
pact of basic .education provide a,
forum for sharing of experierices and
resarch results to invigorate ongoimg
and planned programs; and forge a,
global consensus on‘a framework for
‘action to ‘meet the basic learning
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A rare Opportunity now presents
itself—that can turn the tide from a
crisis for basic education to a time of
opportunity ‘and promise.

First, as we approach the new
decade, global initiatives toward
peace are creating’a great potential
for international cooperation. To

quote. Barber Conable, President of -

the World Bank in his address to the
Bank’s Board of Governors last

- September 26: “there 1s a new recog-
nition of the pressures that bind-
' countreis together: the” need - for

peace and mutually. assured secunty,
the rapid emergence of a truly global

economy, and the imperative of.
managing the world’s resources In

the interests of peopie every-
where ... The possibilities of building

a peaceful, prosperous nad sustainl-

able world economy in the 1990s

grow stronger.” =, ° o
Second, an exciting body of scien-

"tific - and ‘cultural development is
the |
fruits of technology and the nven-
- tiveness of the human mind in areas

accumulating—enhanded by

.such as ‘brain science, communica-
tions and community action.
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that the problem of universal basic

" education. is solvable as countriés.of

different backgrounds have accumu-
lated experience in providing. basic
education equitably and effectively.
Many countrnes have made remark-
able progress as a resiilt of imagina-
tive and .sustained investment in
basic learning opportunities. The ex-
perience of - North America and

Europe and more recently Japan,’

Republic of Korea-and Singapore
strongly support the conclusion that
basic education for all is attainable

and' is a necessary part of an equit-

‘able and efficient foundation for

national development, ..
-‘Which leads me to the question,

why this Regional Consultation?

First countries and institutions 1n -

this region have made significant
progress in the provision 01 basic

- education opportunities. However,

meeting the basic learning needs of .

all remains a challenge to all |
societies. Good quality universal pri-

mamry education, attainment and
maintenance of literacy, and con-
tinous education of the public in hie
and socal issues_' will never be a

. ,.even worsé. The challenge, - there-
| -ifore, lies beyond linear cxpansion
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" Finally; there is more confidence ‘finished business.(To be Continued)

needs of children, youth ‘and adults.. - _
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/o The theme of the Regional Conference on Education
& now undewyay-m'the capital is-*Education For All” and
faine countries are participating.“including the host coun- -
~ try Bangladesh. Nine similar Régional Conferences are
i u_qderiay at other places in the world indicating interna-
tional. concern “for education as an issue. All are in °
preparation for the big'onc—the: World- Conference on
. Educatmq-dqe tobe held at Bangkok in March next year, -
In the light of declining standards of general education

all over -the ‘world and.the cxpression of concemn by

. thmdu:fil .governments .the theme of this conference

. .“Educannn For All”, takes on new meaning. For it wili
+ not be;enc}'ugh simply to reach the goal of bringing basic
y o edq\chatmn to the 900 million -illiterates hving today in a
modern world. Out.of this humber are ‘the 100 million »'
¢ children who do not even go to:school and are the
' :;1‘31"5?51;'8 i{?jfl!ncglrn of nations. But how. the world prop-
ses to handle this immense. i igantic, '
 be written dens se, if not gigantic, problem w@l

/ n"at these conferences.
‘With the approach of the Twenty-first Century and its
concentration and emphasis on what has become as
High-Tech we witness the Age. Of The Computer which
y " has succeeded in making the gap between North and
South even wider in almost every sphiere and we are hard
pressed to keep up particularly in the field of education
Knowing this and knowing also that the vast '_majority of
people lacking education of any sort live within our region )
‘Wwe are more than concerned with the outcome of this
conference, for it will point the way in which our own lives |

will be . travelling. .

. Whﬁ:l_l_ dealing with concern for the illiterate and '
under-privileged populations as existing in countries like
Bangladesh we must ask ourselves if giving them what has
become to be cailed ‘functional literacy’ is sufficient to act

. as bzillm -t(; nu; collective ¢onscience or do we want our
~ .. Ppeopleto be able to do'more than simplv b '
* plc to b e
& % their fingers- and toes. Py Be able t? count:
Retiienin o ke fham s e oy 1o
Fop ot rning to the theme of the conferehce “Education
. for All” let it be education that is meaningful through

;eahs‘tic_"'fpmgramme;s. We watch with interest the deli-
'- eritmns of the conference and pray they find a solution
to the most pressing problem of -our.times for education is.

t}_le fnrbfg}lard to E}? sp_lg;i_ons of the rest of our allments.
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